
Follow Vandal Nation’s ex-
tensive coverage of the WAC 
Tournament in Las Vegas 
March 7 to 10.
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It might have been senior 
night, but a freshman stole the 
show. Freshman Stacey Barr’s 
career-high 23 points propelled 
the Vandals to a 69-50 senior 
day victory against Hawaii Sat-
urday in Cowan Spectrum. With 
the win, Idaho clinched the No. 
4 seed in the WAC tournament 
March 8 to 12 at the Orleans 
Arena in Las Vegas.  

Seniors Keri Arendse, 
Adrie Shiels and Ganeaya 
Rogers were honored before 
the game and walked out of 
Cowan Spectrum for the last 
time with a win. Arendse said 
it is an ideal way to go out.

“Amazing,” Arendse said. 
“Our whole team came out 
tonight and played their hearts 
out. It’s awesome.”

Coming into the week the 
Vandals were No. 6 in the WAC 
and had to win both remaining 
games — combined with two 
losses from Hawaii or San Jose 
State — to advance higher in 

the standings. Idaho got what it 
needed and enters the tourna-
ment as the No. 4 seed to play 
San Jose State. The Vandals 
beat the Spartans in both meet-
ings this season.

Idaho coach Jon Newlee 
said he is thrilled with the way 
his team performed at the end 
of the regular season.

“We knew how important 
these last two games at home 
were going to be coming into 
it and what we had to get 
done,” Newlee said. “I’m so 
proud of our players coming 
and bringing it.”

The game began with four 
lead changes and four ties, but 
the Vandals had other plans. 
Halfway through the half 
the Vandals went on a 27-2 
run sparked by four-straight 
3-point makes from Barr. 
Defensively, Idaho held the 
Rainbow Wahine to four points 
in the last seven minutes of 
the half and took a 46-21 lead 

Theo Lawson
Argonaut

The Idaho men’s basketball team concluded its 
roller coaster of a regular season on a positive note, 
handling San Jose State 70-64 Saturday at The Event 
Center in San Jose.

Idaho already held at least a No. 3 seed in Thurs-
day’s WAC tournament and almost had the No. 2 seed 
locked when Fresno State held a 16-point lead over 
New Mexico State. However, the Aggies managed a 
late comeback and an overtime win, meaning the No. 
3 Vandals will meet No. 6 Hawaii  at 12 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Orleans Arena in Las Vegas.

In four contests prior to Saturday’s between Idaho 
and San Jose State, the team leading at halftime wound 
up losing, but the Vandals’ indecisive one-point advan-
tage going into the locker room was not a precursor of 
things to come.

“Great ball game, great road trip and (the way) 
this team played in the months of February and 
March  — oh my goodness. I couldn’t be prouder of 
this team,” Idaho coach Don Verlin said. “To sweep 
this road trip in the circumstances and the pressure 
our team was under, what a great thing for our bas-
ketball program.”

No. 1 Fresno State vs.  
No. 8 New Mexico State

The Fresno State Bulldogs domi-
nated the conference season, 
boasting a 13-1 WAC record. 
Their opponent, New Mexico 
State, has struggled all year 
and won three conference 
games. The Bulldogs defeated 
New Mexico State in both 
meetings this year, most 
recently Saturday, when 
they beat the Aggies 79-43. 
There’s no reason to think this 
meeting will be any different.

Edge: Fresno State

No. 2 Utah State vs.  
No. 7 Nevada

8WDK�6WDWH�FODLPHG�LWV�ÀUVW����ZLQ�
regular season Saturday 
when it beat San Jose State. 
The Aggies have been solid 
all season, amassing an 
11-3 WAC record. Nevada 
has had its share of strug-
gles this season, but man-
DJHG�WR�ÀQLVK�WKH�VHDVRQ�RQ�
a two-game win streak to 
climb out of last place. Ne-
vada has the potential to be 
a party crasher, but it’s not 

likely against Utah State’s offensive 

ÀUHSRZHU��
Edge: Utah State

No. 3 La. Tech vs.  
No. 6 Hawaii

La. Tech hasn’t been its usual 
powerhouse this season, but is good 
HQRXJK�WR�PDNH�DQ�LPSDFW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�
URXQG��7KH�/DG\�7HFKVWHUV�ÀQLVKHG�
the season with an 8-6 conference 
record. Hawaii looked like it had a 
No. 4 or No. 5 seed locked up, but lost 
its last two games and fell back to No. 
7. This game could go either way. The 

No. 1 Nevada vs. No. 8 San Jose State
7KH�:ROI� 3DFN·V� RQO\� ÁDZ� WKLV�:$&� VHDVRQ� FDPH�

against Idaho in early February, but 
Nevada has been near perfect and 
WUDYHOV� WR� /DV� 9HJDV� ZLWK� D� ÀYH�
game conference win streak under 
its belt. Deonte Burton and Malik 
Story are the WAC’s most lethal 
combination, but Olek Czyz and 
Dario Hunt aren’t to be overlooked. 
In addition, the Wolf Pack look to 
have the home crowd on their side, 
not to mention San Jose State’s only 
consistent threat has been junior 

James Kinney. Last year’s Spartans pulled an upset of 
Idaho in the second round but did it with Adrian Oliver, 
one of the nation’s leading scorers.

Edge: Nevada

,GDKR�ZLQV�÷QDOH��
FOLQFKHV�1R����VHHG

Men's !rst round WAC predictions

Zach Edwards | Argonaut
Idaho guard Stacey Barr takes a shot from inside 
the key at Saturday’s game in Cowan Spectrum. 
The Vandals beat Hawaii 69-50 in the final home 
game of the season. Idaho will be in Las Vegas 
for the WAC Tournament March 7 to 10.

)UHVKPDQ�VWHDOV�VHQLRU�QLJKW
Idaho women’s basketball beats Hawaii, 

freshman Stacey Barr scores 23

Women's !rst round WAC predictions
SEE SENIOR, PAGE 11

SEE WOMEN’S, PAGE 11 SEE MEN’S, PAGE 11

SEE NO. 3, PAGE 11

Our all-WAC team

Theo Lawson
Argonaut

Watch our scouting report relating to 
the WAC Tournament.

uiargonaut.com/vandalnation

Kevin Bingaman
Argonaut

Viva las Vandals

Scouting report
Check out who we would have picked for 
the all-WAC honors.

uiargonaut.com/vandalnation
Illustration by Madison McCord



7KH� ÀUVW� KDOI� FRQVLVWHG� RI� WUDGHG� EDVNHWV�
DQG�QLQH�OHDG�FKDQJHV�WKDW�QHYHU�H[FHHGHG�ÀYH�
SRLQWV��

:KHWKHU� LW�ZDV� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�FOLQFK�D�
1R�� �� VHHG�RU� WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ� WR� DFTXLUH� H[WUD�
PRPHQWXP�KHDGLQJ�LQWR�WKLV�ZHHN·V�FRQIHUHQFH�
WRXUQDPHQW��WKH�9DQGDOV�EXVWHG�RXW�RI�WKH�JDWHV�
LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�ZLWK�DQ�����UXQ��,GDKR�QHYHU�
WUDLOHG�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�DQG�OHG�E\�DV�PDQ\�DV�����
)UHVKPDQ�&RQQRU�+LOO�ZDV�D���SRLQW�PDFKLQH�
DQG� NQRFNHG� GRZQ� IRXU� FRQVHFXWLYH� IURP�
GRZQWRZQ³WKUHH�LQ�OHVV�WKDQ�ÀYH�PLQXWHV�

´,� MXVW�FDXJKW� WKH�ÁDPH� WKHUH� LQ� WKH�VHFRQG�
KDOI�DQG� LW� MXVW�VHHPHG�OLNH� WKH�EDVNHW�ZDV�ELJ�
DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�ZDV�SXWWLQJ�XS�ZDV�GURSSLQJ��,W�
ZDV�D�JRRG�IHHOLQJ�µ�+LOO�VDLG�

7KH�3RVW�)DOOV�QDWLYH·V�ORQJ�UDQJH�ILQHVVH�
ZDV� PXFK�QHHGHG�� HVSHFLDOO\� DIWHU� D� ILUVW�
KDOI� WKDW� VDZ� WKH�9DQGDOV� JR� MXVW� ���� IURP�
EH\RQG�WKH�DUF��/HG�E\�+LOO��,GDKR�ZDV�����
IURP���SRLQW�UDQJH�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�

,GDKR·V�IUHH�WKURZ�VKRRWLQJ�SURYHG�WR�EH�
LWV�$FKLOOHV�KHHO�GRZQ�WKH�VWUHWFK��ZKLFK�WKH�
6SDUWDQV�XVHG�WR�FXW�WKH�9DQGDO�OHDG�WR�IRXU�
ZLWK� IRXU�PLQXWHV� UHPDLQLQJ��)RXU�9DQGDOV�
PDGH� ��� RI� WKHLU� QH[W� ��� IURP� WKH� FKDULW\�
VWULSH�DQG�WKRXJK�WKH�IUHH�WKURZ�JDPH�FRQ�
WLQXHG��WKH�6SDUWDQ�FRPHEDFN�GLGQ·W�

+LOO��ZKR�FDPH�RII�WKH�EHQFK�WR�ORJ�MXVW����
PLQXWHV��EHFDPH�WKH�WHDP·V�1R����VFRUHU�ZLWK����
SRLQWV��RII�D�������SRLQW�VKRRWLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�

6HQLRU� 'HUHP\� *HLJHU� SHQHWUDWHG� WKH�
6SDUWDQ� GHIHQVH� RQ�PXOWLSOH� RFFDVLRQV� DQG�
OHDUQHG� WKDW� KH� ZRXOG� HDUQ� PRUH� SRLQWV�
GULYLQJ� WKH� ODQH�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� SRVWLQJ� XS� DW�
WKH�SHULPHWHU��*HLJHU�ZDV�MXVW�����IURP�WKH�
SHULPHWHU�EXW�OHG�WKH�9DQGDOV�ZLWK����SRLQWV�

7KH� 9DQGDOV� DOORZHG� -DPHV� .LQQH\� D�
JDPH�KLJK� ��� SRLQWV�� EXW� KHOG� VHQLRU� :LO�
&DUWHU� WR� ����� IURP� WKH� ILHOG� DQG� MXVW� ���
SRLQWV��WKDQNV�LQ�ODUJH�SDUW�WR�.\OH�%DURQH·V�
GRPLQDWLQJ� GHIHQVLYH� SUHVHQFH�� %DURQH�
SRVWHG� QLQH� SRLQWV� LQ� WKH� FRQWHVW� EXW� WKH�
MXQLRU�JUDEEHG�QLQH�ERDUGV��GLVKHG�RXW�IRXU�
DVVLVWV�DQG�DGGHG�WKUHH�EORFNV�

´.\OH�LV�SOD\LQJ�JUHDW�ULJKW�QRZ��HVSHFLDOO\�
RQ�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�HQG�µ�+LOO�VDLG��´+H·V�EORFN�
LQJ�SHRSOH��KH·V�UHERXQGLQJ�WKH�EDOO�H[WUHPHO\�
ZHOO��KH·V�VFRULQJ�LW�LQ�WKH�SRVW��KH·V�GRLQJ�LW�DOO�
ULJKW�QRZ�DQG�KH·V�D�JUHDW�OHDGHU�µ

$V�D�WHDP��WKH�9DQGDOV�ÀQLVKHG�ZLWK����IHZHU�
VKRWV�WKDQ�WKH�6SDUWDQV�EXW�ZHUH�HIÀFLHQW�IURP�
WKH� ÀHOG�� VKRRWLQJ� ��� SHUFHQW� ZKLOH� 6DQ� -RVH�
6WDWH�VKRW�MXVW�OHVV�WKDQ����SHUFHQW�

9HUOLQ�KRSHV�WKH�PRPHQWXP�WKDW�SURSHOOHG�WKH�
WHDP�WKURXJK�)HEUXDU\�ZLOO�WUDQVODWH�WKLV�ZHHN·V�
WRXUQDPHQW�DQG�PDWFK�XS�DJDLQVW�+DZDLL�

´1RZ� LW·V� WLPH� WR� SOD\�µ�9HUOLQ� VDLG�� ´,·P�
SUHWW\�FRQÀGHQW�ZH·OO�JHW�WR�SOD\�DIWHU�WKH�WRXU�
QDPHQW� VRPHZKHUH� DQG� OLNH� ,� WROG� RXU� JX\V��
¶OHW·V�PDNH� VXUH� LW·V� WKH� 1&$$�7RXUQDPHQW�·�
7KDW·V� WKH� JRRG� WKLQJ� DERXW� RXU� OHDJXH� ³�
WKHUH·V�DQ�DXWRPDWLF�ELG�XS�IRU�JUDEV�µ�

Theo Lawson can be reached  
at arg-sports@uidaho.edu

LQWR�WKH�ORFNHU�URRP��PDWFK�
LQJ� WKH� WHDP·V� VHDVRQ�KLJK�
IRU�SRLQWV�LQ�D�KDOI��%DUU�ÀQ�
LVKHG�WKH�KDOI�ZLWK�����

´7R� VHH� KHU� �%DUU�� FRPH�
RXW� DQG� OLJKW� LW� XS� OLNH� WKDW�
JHWV� HYHU\RQH� MDFNHG� XS�µ�
1HZOHH�VDLG��́ 6KH�SOD\V�KDUG�
DQG�WKDW·V�ZKDW�,� ORYH�DERXW�
KHU�� 6KH� MXVW� SOD\V� KDUG� DW�
ERWK�HQGV�µ

7KH� 5DLQERZ� :DKLQH�
GLGQ·W� JR� GRZQ� HDVLO\� LQ�
WKH� VHFRQG� KDOI�� +DZDLL�
VWDUWHG� WKH� KDOI� RQ� D� ����
UXQ� DQG� FRQWLQXHG� WR� JDLQ�
JURXQG�DV� WKH�FORFN� WLFNHG�
GRZQ��+DZDLL�JRW�DV�FORVH�
DV�����EXW� WRZDUG� WKH� HQG��
,GDKR� FODPSHG� GRZQ� DQG�
FRDVWHG�WR�YLFWRU\�

1HZOHH� VDLG� KLV� WHDP�
ZDVQ·W� DV� IRFXVHG� LQ� WKH�
VHFRQG�DV�LW�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW��
EXW�ZDV�KDSS\�ZLWK�WKH�ZD\�

LW�HQGHG�WKH�JDPH�
´$W� WKLV� OHYHO� \RX� KDYH�

WR� SOD\� KDUG� HYHU\� PLQXWH�
DQG� ,� WKLQN� ZH� ORVW� RXU�
IRFXV� DQG� LQWHQVLW\� GXULQJ�
WKRVH�UXQV��EXW�,�WKRXJKW�ZH�
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ULGH�WKH�VKLS�µ�
1HZOHH� VDLG�� ´:H� WDONHG�
DERXW� LW�D� OLWWOH�ELW� LQ�VRPH�
RI� WKRVH� WLPHRXWV� WKDW� ZH�
KDYH�WR�JHW�LW� WRJHWKHU��WKDW�
ZH�KDYH�WR�SOD\�KDUG�DQG�LW�
ZDV�D�ORQJ�ZD\�IURP�RYHU�µ

%DUU� OHG� DOO� VFRUHUV�
ZLWK����SRLQWV��VRSKRPRUH�
$O\VVD�&KDUOVWRQ� FKHFNHG�
LQ� ZLWK� ��� DQG� IUHVKPDQ�
.ULVV\� .DUU� URXQGHG� RXW�
WKH� 9DQGDOV� LQ� GRXEOH�
ILJXUHV� ZLWK� ���� ,GDKR�
PDGH� D� VHDVRQ�KLJK� ���
��SRLQWHUV�LQ�WKH�JDPH�

$IWHU� D� VHDVRQ�ORZ� VL[�
WXUQRYHUV� 7KXUVGD\�� WKH�
9DQGDOV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�SURWHFW�
WKH� EDOO� ZLWK� RQO\� ��� WXUQ�
RYHUV�DJDLQVW�+DZDLL�

1HZOHH� VDLG� KLV� WHDP·V�

GHIHQVLYH� SHUIRUPDQFH� ZDV�
WKH�NH\�WR�LWV�ZLQ�

´,W�ZDV�RXU�GHIHQVH�DQG�
RXU� UHERXQGLQJ�µ� 1HZOHH�
VDLG�� ´�«� ,W�ZDV� RQH� DQG�
GRQH�IRU�WKHP�DQG�WKHQ�IRU�
XV� WR� H[HFXWH� DV� ZHOO� DV�
ZH� GLG� RIIHQVLYHO\�� WKDW·V�
ZKHUH� WKDW� OHDG� MXVW� EDO�
ORRQHG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�KDOI�µ

7KH�QH[W�VWRS�IRU�,GDKR�
LV�/DV�9HJDV� IRU� WKH�:$&�
WRXUQDPHQW� ZKHUH� LW� IDFHV�
6DQ� -RVH� 6WDWH� LQ� WKH� ÀUVW�
URXQG��7KH�JDPH�LV�DW������
S�P��:HGQHVGD\��

%DUU�VDLG�WKH�WHDP�LV�FRQ�
ÀGHQW�

´,W·V�EHHQ�JUHDW�WR�FRPH�
RII� WZR� ZLQV� LQ� D� URZ�µ�
%DUU� VDLG�� ´,W·V� UHDOO\�
JRLQJ� WR� KHOS� XV� JHW� PR�
PHQWXP� JRLQJ� LQWR� WKH�
WRXUQDPHQW� DQG� KRSHIXOO\�
ZH�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�µ

Kevin Bingaman  
can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

No. 2 New Mexico State vs. 
No. 7 Fresno State

7KRXJK�WKH�%XOOGRJV�KDYH�SLFNHG�XS�MXVW�
WKUHH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZLQV�WKLV�VHDVRQ�� WKH\�KDYH�
FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�:$&·V�EHVW�RQ�PXOWLSOH�RFFD�
VLRQV��)UHVQR�6WDWH�NQRFNHG�RXW�,GDKR�DW�KRPH��
WRRN�1HYDGD�WR� WULSOH�RYHUWLPH�DQG�OHG�1HZ�
0H[LFR�6WDWH�E\�DV�PDQ\�DV����EHIRUH�IDOOLQJ�
LQ�RYHUWLPH�GXULQJ� WKH� WHDPV·�UHJXODU�VHDVRQ�
ÀQDOH��6HQLRU�IRUZDUG�:HQGHOO�0F.LQHV��WKH�
FRQIHUHQFH·V� OHDGLQJ� VFRUHU� DQG� UHERXQGHU��
LV� WKH�SULPDU\� UHDVRQ� WKH�$JJLHV�ZLOO�EH� WKH�
1R����VHHG�DQG�PRVW� OLNHO\� WR�FRPSHWH�ZLWK�
1HYDGD�LQ�WKH�FKDPSLRQVKLS�

(GJH��1HZ�0H[LFR�6WDWH

No. 3 Idaho vs. No. 6 Hawaii
:LWK�=DQH�-RKQVRQ�DQG�9DQGHU�-RDTXLP��

WKH�:DUULRUV�FKDOOHQJH�DQ\ERG\� LQ� WKH�FRQ�
IHUHQFH�EXW�IRU�ZKDWHYHU�UHDVRQ�WKH\·YH�ORVW�
WKH�ODVW�ÀYH�E\�D�FRPELQHG����SRLQWV��'XULQJ�
WKHLU� VNLG�� WKH� :DUULRUV� VXIIHUHG� DQ� ������
KRPH�ORVV�WR�,GDKR��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�9DQGDOV�DOO�
EXW�VZHSW�WKH�KRVWV�RII�WKHLU�IHHW��,GDKR�KDV�
EHDWHQ�HYHU\�WHDP�LQ�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�DW�OHDVW�

RQFH�DQG�LV�KHDWLQJ�XS�DW�WKH�ULJKW�WLPH��:LWK�
ÀYH�VWDUWHUV�ZKR�HDFK�KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�SXW�
XS� GRXEOH�GLJLWV�� WKH� 9DQGDOV� DUH� PXOWLGL�
PHQVLRQDO�WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW�

(GJH��,GDKR

No. 4 Utah State vs.  
No. 5 La. Tech

,W� LV� KDUG� WR� UHPHPEHU� WKH� ODVW� WLPH�
DQ\RQH� ZRXOG� KDYH� VDLG� D� WHDP� EHVLGHV�
8WDK�6WDWH�ZRXOG�ZLQ�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�WRXU�
QDPHQW� DQG� UROO� LQWR�0DUFK�0DGQHVV��EXW�
LQMXU\� DQG� WKH� ORVV� RI� VLJQLÀFDQW� VHQLRUV�
KDPSHUHG�WKH�$JJLHV�DOO�VHDVRQ��1HYHUWKH�
OHVV�� WKH\� KDYH� HQRXJK� H[SHULHQFH� LQ� WKH�
:$&� WRXUQDPHQW� DQG� WDOHQW� WR� SXOO� RII� D�
IHZ� XSVHWV� DQG� ÀQG� WKHLU� ZD\� WR� WKH� %LJ�
'DQFH�DJDLQ�³�QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKH\�GHIHDW�
HG�/D�7HFK�WZLFH�WKLV�VHDVRQ��7KH�%XOOGRJV�
DUH�KRW�WKRXJK��DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�VWUHDNL�
HVW� WHDP� LQ� WKH�:$&� WKLV� VHDVRQ�� %HIRUH�
IDOOLQJ�WR�1HYDGD�LQ�WKH�VHDVRQ�ÀQDOH��/D��
7HFK� ZRQ� ÀYH� VWUDLJKW�� ([SHULHQFH� DQG�
FRDFKLQJ� WUXPSV� PRPHQWXP�� WKRXJK�� DW�
WKLV�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�VHDVRQ�

(GJH��8WDK�6WDWH
Theo Lawson can be reached  

at arg-sports@uidaho.edu
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Zach Edwards | Argonaut
Idaho forward Djim Bandoumel dunks the ball 
at practice Monday in Cowan Spectrum. Idaho 
will be in Las Vegas March 8 to 10 for the WAC 
Tournament at the Orleans Arena in Las Vegas. 
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5DLQERZ� :DKLQH� VZHSW� WKH�
7HFKVWHUV� WKLV�VHDVRQ�DQG�FRQ�
VLGHULQJ� /D�� 7HFK� HQGHG� WKH�
VHDVRQ� RQ� D� ORVLQJ� QRWH�� DQ�
XSVHW�LV�SUREDEOH�

(GJH��+DZDLL

No. 4 Idaho vs. No. 
5 San Jose State

$IWHU� D� GLVPDO� VWDUW� WR�
WKH� VHDVRQ� WKH�9DQGDOV� FDPH�
DOLYH��ZLQQLQJ� VL[� RI� WKH� ODVW�
QLQH�JDPHV�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��LQ�
FOXGLQJ�WKHLU�ODVW�WZR�WR�ERRVW�
WKHP� IURP� D� 1R�� �� WR� 1R�� ��
VHHG�� 6DQ� -RVH� 6WDWH� KDG� LWV�
EHVW� VHDVRQ� LQ� \HDUV� ZLWK� D�
FRQIHUHQFH� UHFRUG�RI�����DQG�
KDV� RQH� RI� WKH� WRS� VFRUHUV� LQ�
WKH� OHDJXH��%ULWWDQ\� -RKQVRQ��
7KH�9DQGDOV� VZHSW� WKH� 6SDU�
WDQV�LQ�WZR�FORVH�JDPHV��(LWKHU�
WHDP�FRXOG�WDNH�WKLV�ZLQ��EXW�
WKH�9DQGDOV�FDUU\�PRPHQWXP�
DIWHU�ÀQLVKLQJ�WKH�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�
WZR� ZLQV� ZKLOH� WKH� 6SDUWDQV�
ORVW�WKHLU�ODVW�WZR�

(GJH��,GDKR
Kevin Bingaman  

can be reached at  
arg-sports@uidaho.edu
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