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The House Ways and Means 
Committee approved the in-
troduction of a bill with a 6-1 
vote last week to add the words 
“sexual orientation” and “gender 
identity” to Idaho’s existing 
Human Rights Act. 

Add the Words campaign 
chair Cindy Gross said the bill 
has been in the works for nine 
years, and there will finally be a 
committee hearing for the bill the 
week of Jan. 26. House Minority 
Leader John Rusche, of Lewiston, 
introduced the bill.

Meanwhile, a rainbow flag 
stretched across the Idaho 
Capitol Building steps Satur-
day. More than 1,000 Add the 
Words rally participants yelled 
in unison, “the time is now,” in 
an effort to motivate the Idaho 
Legislature to add the four words 
to Idaho Law. 
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The suspected shooter 
in a series of killings in 
Moscow Jan. 10 pleaded 
not guilty Friday to one 
count of felony eluding 
in Whitman 
County. He de-
clined to waive 
the formal ex-
tradition process 
that will bring 
him back to 
Moscow, where 
he faces several 
murder charges.

John Lee, 29, will now 
move through the legal 
process for his eluding 
charge in Washington, 
while Idaho Governor 
C.L. “Butch” Otter has 
30 days to request the 
extradition of Lee to 

face three counts of first-
degree murder and one 
count of attempted first-
degree murder in Idaho.

Lee is suspected to 
have shot and killed his 
adopted mother, land-

lord and a family 
acquaintance, as 
well as attempt-
ing to kill a fourth 
person. Police 
said he fled the 
crime scenes to 
Whitman County, 
where he led 
police on a high-

speed chase.
Whitman County 

prosecutor Denis Tracy 
said Bill Thompson, Latah 
County prosecutor, will 
give materials pertinent 

Court proceedings 
move forward
Moscow shooting suspect pleads ‘not 
guilty’ to Washington eluding charge 

Lee
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Rally cries ’the time is now’
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An Idaho giant salaman-
der stared at the members 
of the House State of Affairs 
Committee through a glass 
aquarium Jan. 19 in the 
Idaho Capitol, awaiting the 
fate of whether its species 
would represent Idaho for 
years to come. This commit-
tee meeting however, would 
not be a favorable outcome 
for the salamander.

Behind the creature, 
Boise 8th-grader Ilah 
Hickman testified on 
behalf of House Bill 1, a 
bill authored by Hickman 
to elevate the Idaho giant 
salamander to the status of 
state amphibian. 

“Students all over Idaho 
are interested in this state 
symbol,” Hickman said.

Hickman said the amphib-
ian is found almost exclu-
sively in Idaho, has scientific 
medical research potential 
due to its ability to regener-
ate lost limbs and the creature 
could underscore the impor-
tance of the Invasive Species 
Act, as zebra mussels nega-
tively affect its habitat.

However, the committee 
voted to kill H.B. 1 with a 
10-6 vote. 

Prior to vote, Rep. Kathy 
Sims, R-Coeur d’Alene, 
stated her opposition to el-
evating the salamander as a 
symbol because the action 
could lead to the animal be-
coming protected. 

idaho LegisLature

For fifth 
year, Idaho 
salamander 
rejected
Bill fails to designate 
giant salamander 
as state amphibian

SEE time, PAGE 5

SEE Salamander, PAGE 5
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Bundled up with a backpack 
strapped to his body and grungy 
from walking hundreds of miles, 
Tommy Lukrich looked homeless.

He said that’s what 
most people assumed, and 
that’s what one woman 
assumed at a Washington 
rest stop when she saw 
him resting.

“She stopped and 
came up to me, and gave 
me 10 bucks and some 
protein bars,” Lukrich 
said. “She said, ‘I know what it’s 
like. This is for you.’” 

Lukrich said the woman had 
been down on her luck — she lost 
her job, her fiance left her and she 
was about to get an evaluation for 
a kidney stone removal surgery. 
When Lukrich gave her a $100 bill, 

she started crying. 
“She was helping a stranger,” 

Lukrich said. “She was helping 
someone who she had no idea who 
they were, and that really stuck 
with me — those people would 

show up on the roughest 
days of the trip, and that was 
really what got me through 
the worst times.” 

Lukrich, who graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
theater performance from the 
University of Idaho last year, 
spent six months walking 
across America last year and 

finally returned to the Inland North-
west last month. He walked from 
Seattle to New York City and said 
each stranger who greeted him with 
kindness received a reward of $100. 

Lukrich said he used GoFundMe.
com to raise money to give to kind 
strangers during his journey. Along 

the way, he encountered strangers 
who gave him money, food, a place 
to stay and material items like gloves 
and a Nintendo DS.

To him, the journey was a way 
of giving back.

“I have a lot of good people in 
my life,” Lukrich said. “A lot of kind 
and generous people have helped 

me with where I’m at, so part of it 
was to give back and honor those 
people who have helped me out.” 

The idea to walk across the 
country had roots in his fresh-
man year of college, Lukrich 
said, when a phase of teen angst 
prompted him to walk across the 
state of Washington — a 700-mile 
journey. He said it was an exer-
cise in self-discovery, and much 
to his surprise, he also found out 
many people were willing to help 
him along the way by taking him 
into their homes and offering 
him meals. 

Two years later, Lukrich said 
he couldn’t afford to attend UI 
anymore and was planning to drop 
out. Luckily, a theater professor of 
his gave him $2,000, no strings at-
tached, to help pay for school.

aLumni

UI grad walks across 
country rewarding 
acts of kindness

3,000 miles’

SEE mileS, PAGE 5

A lot of kind and 
generous people have 
helped me with where 
I’m at, so part of it was 
to give back and honor 

those people who 
have helped me out.

Tommy Lukrich

Add the Words bill to be heard in committee, supporters come together

Follow us on Twitter 
at @uiargonaut

@uiargonaut

SEE charge, PAGE 5
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Add the Words Chair Cindy Gross estimated 1,300 people rallied in front of the 
Idaho State Capitol Saturday to supporting adding the words ‘sexual orientation’ 
and ‘gender identity’ to the existing Idaho Human Rights Act. 

Lukrich

“Laurie pulled over when I was soaked in 
a torrential downpour. She immediately 
offered me a ride. Stayed with me until the 
worst part of the storm was over. Offered 
me her apartment in Helena.” 

Traveling the 46-mile Lake 
Wobegon Trail in Minnesota. “At Battery park, with the World Trade 

tower, a pretty neat background to 
end a walk across America.”

tommy luckrich | courtesy

‘I would walk

Helena, Montana

Central Minnesota

New York, New York
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 42 Museum custodian
 43 Thompson of 

“Howard the 
Duck”

 45 Washer setting
 47 Young haddock
 48 Upholstery fabric
 49 Membranous sac
 51 Web site inits.
 52 Pavarotti, notably
 54 Doorpost
 56 Sonoma neighbor
 57 Footnote abbr.
 58 It parallels a 

radius
 59 Palmist, e.g.
 62 Append

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

Across

 1 Lamp part
 6 Kind of car
 10 It holds a yard
 14 Spiral
 15 Color quality
 16 Spot
 17 Restlessness
 19 Boris Godunov, 

for one
 20 Gentlemen 

(Abbr.)
 21 Chair part
 22 Medal recipient
 23 Friendship
 25 Suite spot
 26 Lorgnette part
 30 Bugged
 32 Taconite, e.g.
 35 Fan palm
 39 Riviera 

destination
 40 Flea market deal
 41 Sterile
 43 Soup seeds
 44 Flood
 46 Thin strip
 47 Commence
 50 Strike back
 53 Robin Cook 

thriller
 54 Calendar abbr.
 55 Einstein, for one
 60 Wedding item
 61 Possible
 63 Assortment
 64 Mildew
 65 Express a thought
 66 Actor Cain or 

Stockwell
 67 Born’s partner
 68 Speeder’s bane

Down

 1 Leveling wedge
 2 Blood pigment
 3 Skiing mecca
 4 “Buenos ___”
 5 Superfluous
 6 Versatile truck, 

informally
 7 Beethoven’s 

“Moonlight 
___”

 8 Write in code
 9 Adjudge
 10 Wesley’s group
 11 Good point
 12 Fifth wheel

 13 Its capital is 
Innsbruck

 18 Dogma
 24 Suffix with meteor
 25 Euripides play
 26 City founded by 

Pizarro
 27 Cupid’s 

counterpart
 28 ___ the wiser
 29 Showy bloom
 31 Scale down
 33 Largish combo
 34 Agitate
 36 Beach item
 37 Guisado cooker
 38 Midterm, say
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Think of it as your third semester.

  Same course. Same credit. Half the time.  

  Smaller classes. More personal attention. 

Talk to your advisor!  

Register March 26  July 9, 2012 

www.uidaho.edu/summer

March 25 - July 8, 2013.

www.summer.uidaho.edu

Same course. 
Same credit. 
Faster pace. 
Less time.

Registration opens March 30, 2015.

Talk to your advisor!

Graham Perednia 
Argonaut

University of Idaho senior 
Courtney Stoker spent her winter 
break working in Santa Julia, Ni-
caragua, with a women’s coop-
erative that operates a coffee pla-
nation. According to Stoker, the 
community was established under 
the Somoza dictatorship, and 
when the regime fell in 1979 the 
land was given to the women who 
banded together to lead it.

“The community was very 
unique,” Stoker said. “The women 
are in charge.” 

Stoker was one of many UI 
students who expanded their ho-
rizons by spending their winter 
break volunteering around the 
world on an Alternative Service 
Break trip, organized through the 
ASUI Center for Volunteerism 
and Social Action. 

“Service learning trips have a 
very essential role in a college stu-
dent’s life,” Stoker said.

Students traveled to two lo-
cations in Nicaragua, as well as 
Peru, Georgia, South Carolina 
and Pennsylvania.

On the Santa Julia trip, a group 
of UI students built a porch with 
a cover so the community would 
have a place to meet without 
being pelted by dust from the 
wind, Stoker said. 

Another group of students 
traveled to Peru, where they 
helped to construct a school and 
worked with some of the school’s 
students. According to Anna 
Doezal, a Peru trip participant, 

the team worked on building 
the school in the early part of 
the day and  got to help students 
learn English in the afternoons 
and evenings while the students 
helped them to learn Spanish.

Building the school was 
particularly special, she said, 
because they got to hang out 
with the students who would 
study there.

“(We got) to see the fruits of 
our labor,” she said. 

Some of the school’s students 
walked for about two hours to get 

to the school so they could learn, 
said Brady Fuller, ASB coordinator 
and Peru trip participant. 

“It was unreal,” he said. “It was 
hard to process.” 

On the other trip to Nica-
ragua, the team experienced 
basic living while helping the 
agricultural community of El 
Balsamo. There was no electric-
ity or running water in the home 
where the team lived, said par-
ticipant Jessica Darney.

“I fell in love with the simplicity 
of it,” she said. “They didn’t need 

everything to be happy.”
While every ASB trip is 

unique, Darney and Fuller said 
the connections UI students 
make with local community 
members around the globe are 
life changing.

 “You make relationships you 
wouldn’t have made by staying in 
Moscow,” Darney said. 

ASB trips are designed to do 
more than just help other people, 
Stoker said. The people who 
went on the trips learned about 
other cultures and bonded with 

people they would have other-
wise never met.

“That human connection is 
something you can’t put a price tag 
on,” Stoker said. 

The highlight of the trip for 
Doezal was getting to interact with 
the local community members.

“We were awestruck with how 
happy they were,” Doezal said. “It 
was humbling for us, coming from 
so much.” 

Graham Perednia
can be  reached at

arg-news@uidaho.edu     

uI students help others
studEnt lIfE

UI students traveled over 
winter break to help 
struggling communities

Corrin Bond
Argonaut

University of Idaho College of 
Law professor Barbara Cosens will 
share her experiences as a scientist 
and legal professional outside of 
the Northwest as a visiting 
professor in Australia for 
the 2015 spring semester. 

While she serves as a 
visiting professor, Cosens 
will conduct research on 
how to improve Austra-
lia’s current water laws.

According to her co-
workers, Cosens uses her knowl-
edge of environmental science 
and legal systems to strengthen 
UI’s College of Law and enrich 
the lives of students. 

“Barb has been a role model 
for women on the faculty,” said 
Angelique EagleWoman, UI 
College of Law professor. “And 

she has certainly been a guide and 
role model for me.”

EagleWoman, who has worked 
closely with Cosens on the college’s 
natural resources and environmen-
tal law emphasis, said the opportu-
nity for Cosens to serve as a visiting 
professor in Australia is big news 
for all universities involved in the 
collaborative effort.

“Barb has distinguished herself 
as a scientist and an expert 
on water law,” EagleWom-
an said. “She’s one of the 
architects of the Waters of 
the West program at U of 
I, and for her to share her 
expertise with institutions 
in Australia is a huge con-
tribution to their develop-

ment of water law.”
The endeavor, Cosens said, 

began when she received a grant 
from the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF), a fund that aims 
to bring interdisciplinary teams 
together to work on collaborative 
research projects.

Following the grant, Cosens 

said she submitted a research pro-
posal and was selected to serve as 
a visiting professor for both the 
Australia and New Zealand School 
of Government and the Goyder 
Institute, both of which are asso-
ciated with Flinders University in 
Adelaide, South Australia. 

“I was co-leading a project for 
the NSF Synthesis Center when 
these institutions had a call for re-
search proposals for people to visit 
for three months,” Cosens said. 
“The goal is to use that time to 
take what they’re doing with water 
policy and apply it to Australia.”

Cosens said the goal of her re-
search is to understand how water 
management can be more resilient 
in the face of climate change.

“What climate change does is it 
imposes both change and surprise,” 
Cosens said. “We know there is 
greater variability, but it is hard to 
predict precisely what that variabil-
ity will be ... as a result, your water 
governance has to be more flexible 
and adaptable to change.”

Cosens said she has developed 

a framework for analyzing the laws 
governing water and plans to apply 
her framework to the Australian 
legal system in order to identify 
where flexibility exists within the 
laws and where barriers are found.

The most challenging part 
about working with water laws in 
Australia is less about the science 
and more about the legal system, 
Cosens said.

“Law is very specific to the area 
you’re in,” Cosens said. “Water law 
in the United States is a matter of 
individual states, and the same is 
true in Australia, so I find myself 
having to learn a whole new ap-
proach to water law.”

Trying to establish water laws 
to provide flexibility in the face 
of climate change and fit within 
the legal framework of individual 
states is a challenge, she said. Yet, 
she also said there are many ben-
efits of conducting research under 
a foreign legal system.

“Australia has been experienc-
ing extreme drought since 1995, so 
they’ve really scrambled to deter-

mine how to deal with that,” Cosens 
said. “And even though the United 
States hasn’t had a drought of that 
magnitude yet, water is becom-
ing a matter of increasing concern, 
especially in states like California. 
By collaborating between legal 
systems to solve a similar problem 
we can identify areas of Australian 
water law that might aid the United 
States and vice versa ... the benefits 
will flow both ways.”

Although she will be in Austra-
lia for most of the spring semester, 
Cosens said she intends to use the 
experience she gains from research 
abroad as a tool for teaching at UI.

“I will certainly use this ex-
perience in my courses,” Cosens 
said. “I hope to educate students 
on the differences between the 
United States and Australian legal 
systems, and I also hope to teach 
them some of the things we might 
learn from the Australian systems 
in terms of improving water laws 
in our own country.”

Corrin Bond can be reached at
arg-news@uidaho.edu

Collaboration for conservation
UI College of Law professor 
Barbara Cosens receives 
spring research grant

George Wood Jr. | Argonaut
UI students Adam Jones and Rachel Davis help reroute a trail to connect the cross-state Palmetto Trail in South Carolina. They were part of a 
13-person team of UI volunteers participating in the Alternative Service Break program over winter break.

Cosens
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DEPARTMENT RELOCATION ADDRESS

Student Health Clinic, 208-885-6693 Moscow Family Medicine Main Office, 623 South Main Street.

Student Health Pharmacy No longer open for business.

Student Health Insurance (SHIP)
208-885-2210   |   www.uidaho.edu/SHIP

Idaho Commons, Room 406
E-mail: health@uidaho.edu for information or to schedule an appointment.

University Psychiatrist. 208-885-6716 Counseling & Testing Center   |   Mary E. Forney Hall, Room 306   |   1210 Blake Avenue

Campus Dietitian, 208-885-6717 Student Recreation Center

Student Health University Business Office
208-885-9232

Email: health@uidaho.edu for information regarding health related charges or payments on 
student accounts.
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STUDENT HEALTH 
BUILDING

University Ave. Entrance

 Forney Hall

IDAHO COMMONS
Room 406

COUNSELING AND 
TESTING CENTER

Forney Hall, Room 306

STUDENT 
RECREATION

CENTER

MOSCOW FAMILY
MEDICINE
623 SOUTH MAIN

The State of Idaho Department of Public Works will begin 
construction on the Student Health Building re-piping project 
May 19, 2014.  Below are the department locations and contact 
information during the project.  Hours of operation and additional 
information will be posted at www.uidaho.edu/studenthealth

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES

Emily Mosset
Argonaut

To coincide with the 21st 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, journalist and president of 
the National Association of Black 
Journalists (NABJ) Robert Butler 
spoke to a crowd of eager students 
and faculty members about the 
importance of having diversity in 
the media.

His presentation, titled “Race, 
Ethics and the Media,” centered on 
how newsrooms across the world 
need to be diverse to produce rep-
resentative and balanced content. 

“The way stories are reported 
really makes a difference,” Butler 
said. 

To illustrate his point, Butler 
shared an example of a recent 
news broadcast about an anti-po-
lice protest in Washington, D.C. 
one day after the murders of two 
Brooklyn police officers, whose 
deaths were reportedly an act of 
“revenge” for the shootings of 
Michael Brown and Eric Garner. 

Butler said the anchor of the 
broadcast reported the group 
of protestors were supposedly 
chanting the words “We won’t 
stop, we can’t stop, so kill a cop.” 
He said evidence later showed the 
organization edited and cut out 
the rest of the chant to make the 
context of the protest seem more 
radical than it was. 

Butler said the original chant 
was, “We won’t stop, we can’t stop, 
till killer cops are in cellblocks.” 

Butler is an independent jour-
nalist who works at KCBS Radio 
in San Francisco, California, and 
holds a bachelor’s degree from 
San Francisco State University. 
Butler served as an investigative 

reporter on the award-winning 
Chauncey Bailey Project and is 
currently finishing up his term as 
president of NABJ.  

Butler said media proper-
ties are encouraged to accurately 
reflect the areas they serve in order 
to get fair coverage — and if they 
don’t get it, ethical concerns arise. 

Butler shared another anecdote 
that portrayed the importance 
of fair news coverage on racially 
sensitive stories. He said approxi-
mately three years ago there was a 
drive-by shooting in Chicago and 
a local news station decided to put 
an African-American 4-year-old 

boy on the air. 
Reporters asked him if he was 

scared about what happened and 
the boy said he wasn’t and when 
he was older, he would have a 
gun, too. Butler said the news 
outlet made the implication that 
the boy would grow up to be a 
“gangbanger,” when in the origi-
nal recording, the boy said he 
wanted to have a gun because he 
wanted to be a police officer when 
he grew up.

In light of skewed media cover-
age, Butler said he later started a 
“diversity census,” where one can 
look at news station’s management 

teams to see what race they are. In 
the Chicago incident, Butler said 
every member of the management 
team was white, which he said can 
be perceived as unrepresentative. 
Butler said the report also found 
more than half of nationwide 
news stations do not have racially 
diverse newsrooms.

“I got no problem with having 
no diversity in Spokane, or here 
in Moscow,” Butler said. “Because 
you don’t have much diversity in 
town, but I got a big problem if it’s 
Chicago, New York or Washing-
ton, D.C.”

Butler explained how stations 

have to renew their licenses every 
seven years, and if enough people 
complain about a station’s work, 
those complaints go on the or-
ganization’s public file where the 
company could lose its license.

“When you falsify the news, 
when you lie to your viewers, that 
should be cause to lose your license,” 
Butler said. “There has not been one 
station to lose its license, as far as I 
know, in the past 20, 30 years … we 
have not done a good job as a public 
of holding the stations accountable. 
It’s our job to do that.”

Emily Mosset can be reached at
arg-news@uidaho.edu

On cAmPus

MLK keynote speaker 
touches on media 
coverage of recent events

Diversity in the media

Nathan Romans | Argonaut
Bob Butler, a reporter for KCBS Radio in San Francisco and president of the National Association of Black Journalists, delivers the keynote 
speech Thursday in the Clearwater/Whiterwater room to kick off the Martin Luther King Jr. Day events on the University of Idaho campus.
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to Lee’s murder charges to Otter’s 
office for review, where Otter is ex-
pected to formally ask Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee to extradite Lee back 
to Idaho.

“If everything’s in order, then 
the governor of this state, Gover-
nor Inslee, will issue what’s called a 
warrant of extradition directing that 
Mr. Lee be turned over to the officials 
in Idaho,” Tracy said. “It’s also then up 
to Governor Inslee to decide whether 
the local charges here (eluding) will 
be resolved before Mr. Lee is actually 
turned over.”

Tracy said he still intends to carry 
out prosecution for Lee’s eluding 
charge, although there is a chance Lee 
will be extradited at the governor’s 
request before court proceedings for 
the charge conclude. In that case, he 
said the eluding charge would be put 
on hold.

Tracy also acknowledged the le-
gitimacy of public concern about Lee 
being held in Washington for a “rela-
tively low-level felony,” when he faces 

much more serious charges across 
the border.

“If at any point my prosecution 
were to cause a problem with the 
felony case, I would absolutely ac-
quiesce to a request from Moscow to 
drop my case,” he said. “But that’s not 
the situation that’s going on.”

Meanwhile, Lee is still being 
held on suicide watch and without 
bail in Whitman County Jail. Court 
proceedings are slated to continue 
for the eluding charge because he 
pleaded not guilty. A pretrial hearing 
is scheduled at 10 a.m. Jan. 30, a read-
iness trial is scheduled at 10 a.m. Mar. 
6 and Lee’s jury trial is arranged for 9 
a.m. Mar. 16.

Tracy said it is typical for an in-
terstate extradition process to take 
about 30 days, because there is a 
lot of paperwork and communica-
tion exchanged between the states. 
Whitman County Superior Court 
Judge David Frazier scheduled a brief 
hearing for 8:30 a.m. Feb. 17, to see if 
Gov. Inslee issued a warrant for Lee’s 
extradition.

Amber Emery can be reached at 
arg-news@uidaho.edu
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“As a North Idaho legislator, I 
keep remembering the devastation 
to jobs and industry by the very 
friendly spotted owl,” Sims said, 
referring to a species declared en-
dangered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife service. 

The protection of the spotted 
owl led to its habitat also being 
protected, and this protection 
limits certain areas timber compa-
nies can cut into, she said.

However, the attorney general 
submitted a letter to the commit-
tee prior to the meeting, stating 
the designation of the Idaho giant 
salamander would provide no 
legal basis for imposing an in-
creased level of protection for the 
salamander or its habitat, both 
under federal and state law.

Despite this, some legislators 
were concerned the state symbol 
status could still serve to protect 
the salamander down the road.

“When it says there is no legal 
basis for imposing further re-
strictions, there is also no legal 
impediment for doing that as 
well,” Sims said. “How many of 
these animals have later been de-
clared protected by the federal or 
state government?”

Idaho has 16 state symbols, 
including the Syringa flower, the 
potato, the Monarch Butterfly and 
the huckleberry. None of the des-
ignations as state symbols have 
led to protections or endangered 
listings for any of the animals or 
plants being symbolized.

Rep. Vito Barbieri, R-Dalton 
Gardens, also stated his concern 
for public access to Idaho resourc-
es and voted to kill the bill.

“We’ve got dredging issues, 
people dredging for gold, dredg-
ing for things in the rivers, a court 
could use this protected status to 
keep people from being able to 
use streams for other benefits,” 
Barbieri said. “Anything that 
could be used that would prohibit 
others from removing these re-
sources we have to look at a little 
more conservatively.”

Rep. Bateman, who suggested 
moving the bill to the floor with 
a do-pass recommendation, said 
he strongly endorsed the bill, 
partly from his experience visit-
ing a class of elementary school 
students who were curious about 
Idaho’s state symbols. 

“The Idaho giant salamander, 
that reaches 13 inches in length, 
is a big deal to a 4th grader, it 
stimulates their imagination,” 
Bateman said.

Testimonies in support of the 
bill came from one of the found-
ers of the Idaho Herpetological 
Society Frank Lundberg, as well 
as from the Biology department 
chair at Northwest Nazarene Uni-
versity John Cossel and a fourth-
grade teacher.

Rep. Patrick McDonald, 
R-Boise, supported the bill and 
said the medical research poten-
tial from studying the salamander 
could be spurred in Idaho after its 
adoption as a state symbol.

“This will have no fiscal impact 
on the state of Idaho, this will not 
create any complications with 
regard to legal protections … the 
legislation itself is very simple,” 
McDonald said.

Rep. Ken Andrus, R-Lava Hot 
Springs, said his aversion to des-
ignating the salamander as a state 
symbol stemmed from a child-

hood dislike of the creature.
“When I was a young boy 

growing up (in Utah), in our 
swimming hole there were sala-
manders,” Andrus said. “We called 
them ‘Water Dogs,’ and I learned 
to despise them. To me and my 
fellow youth, they were ugly, they 
were slimy and creepy and I have 
not gotten over that. To elevate 
them to a state symbol … I’m not 
there yet.”

According to Hickman, this is 
the fifth year she pushed legisla-
tors to adopt the salamander as 
the state amphibian, and the third 
year she visited the Capitol to 
testify in person.

“I’m disappointed, but I’m 
going to come back next year 
and keep pushing until it passes,” 
Hickman said. 

George Wood Jr. can be reached 
at arg-news@uidaho.edu

That’s when Lukrich said he decided 
to do something big to pay it forward. 

“When I walked across Wash-
ington, I didn’t realize so many 
people would help me,” Lukrich 
said. “I realized if I walked across 
America, the same thing would 
probably happen.” 

Lukrich raised approximately 
$6,700 with his GoFundMe.com 
account, which he kept complete-
ly separate from his travel funds. 
He said it was important to him he 
planned his finances as if no one 
would give him money, so he would 
never have to rely on the generosity 
of others. 

Once he began his cross-country 
trek though, his hunch proved to be 
correct —  wherever he went, there 
was an outpouring of kindness. 

“What most surprised me was 
what people did with the money,” 
Lukrich said. “I imagined them 
treating themselves to a nice dinner, 
or going out on the town, or maybe 

putting it towards a flat screen TV. 
But 90 percent of the people either 
needed the money, because they 
were on food stamps, or they had a 
friend who really needed the money, 
or they wanted to pay insurance for 
their truck, or they wanted to send 
it to cancer research or epilepsy re-
search or to animal shelters and stuff 
like that.” 

Lukrich completed his journey 
Dec. 5 in New York City — 3,000 miles 
from his starting point. Since then, the 
aspiring actor moved to Chicago to be 
with his girlfriend. Though he has no 
more cross-country strolls planned 
for the immediate future, he said the 
journey is a memory that will stick 
with him forever. 

“I spent six months just learning 
the whole time,” Lukrich said. “That 
would be my takeaway — how in-
credible people are. I knew people 
were great and amazing, but for me, 
it’s so fascinating how complex we are 
as people.”

Hannah Shirley 
can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu

District 5A Rep. Paulette 
Jordan was one of the rally 
speakers, alongside Sen. Cherie 
Buckner-Webb, Boise Police 
Chief Mike Masterson, Gross 
and Add the Words advocate 
Karen McMillin. Jordan an-
nounced her support with a 
group of nine other Idaho leg-
islators behind her.

“Today, we are given the op-
portunity to decide our history,” 
Jordan said. “Together we have 
the power to move mountains. 
Not one of us will rest until 
we are able to add the words 
‘sexual orientation’ and ‘gender 
identification’ into the Human 
Rights Act in Idaho.”

The Add the Words cam-
paign has had a presence in 
Boise for nearly 10 years. 
However, this is the first year a 
committee has agreed to hear 
the Add the Words bill during 
its legislative session. 

The current Human Rights 
Act, passed in 1969, provides 
protections from discrimination 
based on race, sex, color, reli-
gion and national origin regard-
ing employment, public housing 
and educational institutions.

Sen. Buckner-Webb, one 
of the bill sponsors, said she is 
hopeful 2015 will be the year 
the Add the Words campaign 
will see success.

“I think (the legislature) 
sees the verve and the enthusi-
asm, and they are also hearing 
what the corporate community 
has to say,” Buckner-Webb said. 
“They are missing opportuni-
ties with great workers, and 
they’re finally hearing some of 
those messages.”

At the University of Idaho, 
ASUI passed a resolution in 
2013 urging the state legislature 
to add “sexual orientation” and 
“gender identity” to the Human 
Rights Act.

Gay-Straight Alliance Presi-
dent Samantha Hansen, one 
of the original sponsors of the 
ASUI resolution, said she plans 
to continue to work with ASUI 
to submit another resolution 

this session, as well as coordi-
nate a student trip to Boise to 
lobby for the Add the Words 
campaign in person.

ASUI President Nate Fisher 
said ASUI supports the Add 
the Words campaign, but as 
of Thursday, has no plans to 
submit another resolution.

“Once a resolution has 
been passed, it continues to 
carry its weight from that 
point,” Fisher said.

Speakers in front of the 
crowd at Saturday’s rally took 
multiple photos, and there was 
ample opportunity for attend-
ees to plaster a door and tables 
with sticky notes declaring 
their support for the Add the 
Words campaign.

According to rally officials, 
this action was taken in lieu of 

sticking them on doors inside 
the Capitol Building, which was 
practiced by Add the Words 
protestors in 2011 but has since 
been made a finable offense. 
They said a picture of the door 
and tables would be sent to leg-
islators following the rally.

Gross estimated around 
1,200 people attended the rally, 
and is confident the bill will 
pass this time around.

“Once the legislators hear 
all of the stories from Idahoans 
across the state, once they read 
the polling that 67 percent of 
Idahoans fully support adding 
the words, I think they will 
have no choice but to pass the 
bill,” Gross said.

George Wood Jr. 
can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu

George Wood Jr. | Argonaut
Signs were given out to the public prior to the rally’s kickoff. 
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Petrino’s football staff 
undergoes shuffle.

PAGE 8

Stephan Wiebe
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The disastrous defensive showing last 
Thursday, which resulted in allowing 107 
points to Sacramento State, disappeared 
Saturday during the Vandals’ 77-49 win 
over Portland State.

The improved defense of the Idaho 
women’s basketball team will be put to 
the test again Thursday at North Dakota 
— the Big Sky’s second-highest scoring 
team. UND (11-6, 3-2 Big Sky) currently 
averages 74.5 points per game.

In the win against Portland State, 
Idaho’s defense prevailed largely 
because it held the Vikings top three 
scorers to a combined 20 points.The 
Viking trio of guard Emily Easom, 
guard Lariel Powell and forward 
Mikaela Rivard normally average a 
combined 33.6 points per game.

“We knew No. 22 (Easom) was a big 
scorer, so she was definitely one of our 
main focuses,” senior guard Stacey Barr 
said. “Christina (Salvatore) did a great 
job on her early on and anyone who 
came in and had to play defense did 
really well. So she was kind of our main 
focus coming in.”

Idaho (8-8, 2-3) will face a similar test 
against UND’s Mia Loyd (16.4 points per 
game), Makailah Dyer (12.5 ppg) and 
Emily Evers (11.4 ppg).

The Vandals also have a high scorer 
of their own though. Senior guard Stacey 
Barr leads the Big Sky with 20.4 points 
per game. 

Barr led Idaho with 22 points in the 
win over PSU, moving her to fifth place 
all-time in scoring at Idaho. She passed 
former teammate Alyssa Charlston on 
the all-time list and now has 1,605 career 
points as a Vandal.

“The names that she’s passing are great 
players here,” Idaho coach Jon Newlee 
said. “She’s earned it, she is a great player. 
She has transformed herself into a great 
player in four years here through hard 
work in the offseason, hard work during 
the season every practice … she is a tes-
tament to what hard work can do and 
make yourself into a great player.”

Barr added two steals on the defen-
sive side, but she also received help from 
her post players in the paint. Junior post 
Ali Forde had a game-high six blocks 
and two steals in addition to scoring 13 
points and grabbing nine rebounds.

Overall, Idaho outrebounded Port-
land State 44 to 25 while blocking 
seven shots and grabbing nine steals. 
The Vandals also held the Vikings to 
30.8 percent shooting from the floor. 
It was a complete turnaround from the 
51 rebounds and 40 percent shooting 
percentage allowed in the loss to Sacra-
mento State.

Sacramento State 
(11-6, 5-1 )

The Hornets’ men’s basket-
ball team snuck past the Vandals 
with a three-point victory at 
home, which made their next 
game against the formerly un-
defeated Eastern Washington a 
battle for first place. The game 
was tied at halftime, but thanks 
to junior guard Cody Demps, 
who scored 14 of his career-

high 22 points in the second half, Sacramento 
State handed EWU its first conference loss of the 
season and took sole possession of first place. 

Eastern Washington (13-5, 4-1)
After they earned wins in 

two close games against Idaho 
and Portland State, the Eagles 
finally met their match against 
Sacramento State with a 90-77 
loss in Sacramento, California. 

With sophomore guard Tyler Harvey, who is cur-
rently second in the nation in scoring, with an 
average of 23.2 points per game, EWU is still one 
of the most dangerous teams in the conference.

Northern Colorado (9-7, 4-1)
With four consecutive 

conference wins, the Bears are 
currently one of the hottest 
teams in the Big Sky. One of 
those four wins came against 
Sacramento State, which was 

the Hornets’ only conference loss thus far. The 
road doesn’t get any easier for NCU though, 
as it has to travel up to the Palouse to take on 
Eastern Washington and the Vandals, who are 
4-1 in the Cowan Spectrum this season. 

Montana (8-8, 4-1)

The last of the one-loss teams 
is Montana. New coach Travis 
Decuire has the difficult task 
of replacing Wayne Tinkle, 
who moved to Oregon 
State after eight seasons at 

Montana. Leading the Griz on the court is 
Washington transfer, Martin Breunig. The 
6-foot-8, 210-pound center from Germany 
has made an immediate impact during his first 
season with the program. He is averaging 17.7 
points per game and 7.1 rebounds per game.

Northern Arizona (8-10, 3-2)
Outside of a 78-73 loss to 

Sacramento State, the Lum-
berjacks have yet to play 
the upper tier teams in the 
Big Sky. NAU’s conference 
wins came against Portland 

State, Southern Utah and Idaho State. With 
upcoming games against Montana, Northern 
Colorado and Weber State, who already beat 
them, expect Northern Arizona to drop in 
the standings.

Portland State (9-7, 3-3)
Back on Jan. 15, Portland 

State fought back from a 
13-point deficit and almost 
upset then unbeaten Eastern 
Washington. The Vikings 
gained confidence and took 

that into their next game against Idaho as 
they forced 14 turnovers and held Connor 
Hill to just eight points in the 85-73 win. For 
the most part, PSU head coach Tyler Geving 
has only been using an eight-man rotation. 
Keep an eye on players possibly wearing 
down towards the end of the season.

Weber State (8-9, 3-3)
The defending champs 

have struggled early on in Big 
Sky competition. The Wildcats 
lost a close game to Eastern 
Washington to start their con-
ference schedule and then got 

upset by the Vandals in Moscow. Perhaps the 
most shocking loss on Weber State’s schedule 
came last Saturday against in-state foe, South-
ern Utah — the Thunderbirds won 70-60. 
There is still plenty of talent on the roster for 
the Wildcats to make a run late in the season.

Idaho (7-9, 2-3)
The Vandals are playing 

good basketball of late, but 
unfortunately it hasn’t re-
sulted in wins, as the team 
is currently on a three-game 
losing streak. Idaho is 1-7 in 

games played on the road, and their record 
needs to change if the team wants to make the 
conference tournament. With two three-point 
losses against Sacramento State and Eastern 
Washington, the Vandals have shown they 
can compete with the best in the conference. 
Idaho returns home Thursday for a game 
against North Dakota.

roundup
Men’s Big Sky

Korbin McDonald
Argonaut

Amelia C. Warden | Argonaut
Junior post Ali Forde, right, goes up against Vikings guard Ani Avanessian for the tipoff 
during the game Saturday in the Cowan Spectrum. The Vandals beat the Vikings 77-49. 

Improving defense
Defense shines as Barr surpasses 
Charlston in all-time scoring

Men
Standings

Sacramento State
E. Washington
N. Colorado
Montana
N. Arizona
Portland State
Weber State
Idaho
S. Utah
N. Dakota
Idaho State
Montana State

Ovr.Team Conf. GB
5-1
4-1
4-1
4-1
3-2
3-3
3-3
2-3
2-3
1-4
1-5
0-5

—
.5
.5
.5
1.5
2
2

2.5
2.5
3.5
4

4.5

11-6
13-5
9-7
8-8
8-10
9-7
8-9
7-9
5-11
5-11
4-14
3-14

Women

Sacramento State
E. Washington

N. Colorado

Montana

N. Arizona

Portland State

Weber State

Idaho

S. Utah

Montana State

Ovr.Team Conf. GB
5-1
4-1
4-1
3-2
3-2
3-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-4
1-4
1-5

—
.5
.5
1.5
1.5
2

2.5
2.5
2.5
3

3.5
4

7-10
11-5
11-5
10-5
11-6
8-9
8-8
8-8
6-10
7-10
7-9
3-14

N. Dakota
Idaho State

SEE big sky, PAGE 8
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Portland State’s Braxton Tucker 
and Dashaun Wiggins combined 
for 38 points and handed Idaho its 
third straight loss 85-73 Saturday 
night in Portland. 

 “We gotta do a better job guarding 
people,” Idaho coach Don Verlin said 
following the loss. “They get four guys 
in double figures, and Braxton Tucker 
and (Gary) Winston obviously played 
very well.”

Idaho (7-9, 2-3 Big Sky) has 
struggled on the road this season, 
but excelled at home, so a Thursday 
home matchup against North Dakota 
(5-11, 1-4 Big Sky) is a welcome sight 
on the schedule.

With the loss, Idaho has yet to win 
a game outside of the Palouse this 
season. The Vandals’ only road win 
came against Washington State Dec. 3 
in Pullman, and the team is now 1-7 
in games away from home. 

 “Vandal fans, this team needs 
you,” Verlin said of his team returning 
home this week. “I really believe this 
team is going to play at the top of this 
conference when we get some details 
worked out. The kids are playing 
hard. They’re good kids. They stand 

for the right stuff.”
The Vandals played well early as 

they jumped out to a five-point lead, 
but Portland State answered with a 
6-0 run to take the lead by one, eight 
minutes into the first half.

Idaho regained the lead a couple 
minutes later, but the Vikings went 
on a 21-8 run to take the lead 35-24 
with just over two minutes left in the 
first half. The Vandals would not hold 
a lead for the rest of the game.

For the second straight game, the 
Vandals were in the teens in turn-
overs. The Vikings forced Idaho to 
turn the ball over 14 times. 

“We just couldn’t make the plays 
and get the stops when we needed 
to,” Verlin said. “And we were sloppy 
again with the ball.”

Verlin said the difference in the 
game was the Vandals’ inability to 
play interior defense. Portland State 
had four players score in double 
figures — two of which played in 
the post. 

Portland State’s Tiegbe Bamba 
finished with 12 points and four re-
bounds, and Tucker added seven re-
bounds along with his 19 points. 

SEE improving, PAGE 8

Road woes continue for Idaho men’s basketball

Regrouping at home

SEE regrouping, PAGE 8
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For varsity athletics at 
the collegiate level, there is 
limited time an athlete can 
compete — four years. 

For sports at the club level, 
there is no such limit. As long 
as an athlete is still enrolled 
at the university, they can 
compete at the club level. So 
it isn’t uncommon for gradu-
ate or law students to play 
club sports along with the 
underclassmen on the team.

This is the case with the 
Vandal men’s hockey club 
as second-year law student 
Danny Gariepy is a key 
member on the team. He is 
the only graduate student 
on the roster, which makes 
him the butt of some jokes 
from some of the other 
players, he said, but it is all 
in good fun.

“I probably am given the 
hardest time of all of the 
guys,” Gariepy said. “They 
got a nickname for me about 
being old and it’s fun.”

Having a player with as 
much experience as a law 
student would have, both on 
the ice and in the classroom, 
is huge, especially for Idaho 
coach Chris Storhok, who 
has only been with the team 
as a coach for two seasons. 
But Storhok has known the 
eldest player on the team for 
years, he said.

Despite his age, Gariepy 
has only been with the club 
for three seasons. Before that, 
he hadn’t played for several 
years, but once he started 
playing again it was like he 
never stopped, Gariepy said.

Before his break from 
the sport, Gariepy said he 
played hockey most of his 
life. He first started the sport 
when he was 5 years old.

Gariepy said he always 
tried to emulate former 
NHL player Brian Leetch, a 
U.S. Hockey Hall of Famer, 
because he was always a great 
leader both on and off the ice.

He didn’t stop studying 
the game even during his 

break from the game. He 
has always watched hockey, 
including his favorite NHL 
team, the San Jose Sharks.

He said the experience 
he had both as a player on 
the ice and a spectator off 
the ice has helped him take 
on a role as a leader and 
captain on the team as well 
as someone for Storhok to 
bounce ideas off of.

“We are always trading 
ideas back and forth … I 
mean he has been with the 
team longer than me,” Storhok 
said. “Every once in a while he 
will see something that I don’t, 
which is always good.”

Being one of the cap-
tains on the team adds one 
more dimension to his re-
sponsibilities besides lead-
ership — he also is given 
the chance to talk to the 
referees during games.

“There is a lot of 
arguing that goes on and 
they only want to talk to 
a coach or the captains,” 
Gariepy said. “So I would 
say law school has helped 
me prepare my arguments 
better so that helps.”

The leadership and fire 
Gariepy brings to the team 
is unmatched and his at-
titude and tenacity can rub 
off on some of the other 
players, Storhok said.

There have been a 
number of occasions when 
his persuasiveness can defi-
nitely come in handy at times 
when the referees make some 
questionable decisions in the 
game, his background in law 
definitely helps, Storhok said. 
He will definitely have a long 
future in law, he said.

Joshua Gamez 
can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

Josh Gamez
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For the second time this 
season, the Vandal club 
hockey team hosted a game 
at the Palouse Ice Rink, but 
this time they weren’t able 
to take advantage of their 
home ice as Western Wash-
ington stole a 6-5 victory 
in an overtime shootout 
Friday night.

Despite the loss, the 
Vandals are not hanging 
their heads as they went 
blow-for-blow with the 
Vikings — a team that 

took home a national title 
two seasons ago, Idaho 
coach Chris Storhok said.

“The guys left every-
thing on the ice,” he said. 
“I was really, really pleased 
with the way they came 
out and played. Every time 
they went up we battled 
right back, and to go into 
overtime and keep it tied 
… That was great.”

The Vandals built a 
quick 3-1 lead in the first 
period before Western 
was able to battle back in 
the second to tie the game 

at 3-3 going into the final 
period. WWU built a 5-3 
lead before two late Vandal 
goals tied the game.

The two teams battled 
back and forth through 
the overtime period. This 
then sent the game into a 
shootout, and the Vikings 
were able to get a puck 
past Idaho’s standout 
goalkeeper Nick Grover 
to end the game in dra-
matic fashion.

The Vikings never 
played in Moscow before, 
but they loved it so much 

they are looking forward to 
playing both of their games 
against UI on the small ice 
next season, Storhok said. 
Both teams had a great 
time, he said.

Idaho fans stayed loud 
throughout the game, with 
the Idaho fight song drown-
ing out everything, even 
after the final whistle blew.

Despite the outcome, 
Storhok said he was proud 
of his team’s performance. 

Joshua Gamez 
can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu
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A  VANDAL  ENTERTAINMENT  PRODUCTION

in the Borah Theater

Big Hero 6
January 30 - Feb. 1
Fri. 8:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 pm
Sun. 3:00 pm

The Theory of Everything
February 6 - 8
Fri. 8:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 pm
Sun. 3:00 pm

MockingJay Part 1
March 6 - 8
Fri. 8:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 pm
Sun. 3:00 pm

Hobbit: Battle of the Five Armies
March 27 - 29
Fri. 8:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 pm (in the Kibbie Dome)
Sun. 3:00 pm

Into the Woods
April 17 - 19
Fri. 8:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 pm
Sun. 3:00 pm

Harry Potter Marathon
May 2 - 4
Fri. 8:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 pm
Sun. 3:00 pm

Emmanuel Lutheran Preschool is now enrolling 
children for fall 2015. We are a developmentally 
appropriate preschool licensed by the city and 
open to 3-5 year olds. Mornings 9-11:30AM,  
extended hours available before and after school. 
The school offers 2, 3, and 5 day options. Reason-
able rates, certified teachers, music teacher and  
programs, monthly field trips, large fenced  
outdoor playground.

Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories 
(SEL) seeks a professional, innovative and detailed 
individual for our System Administrator. If you 
are looking for an opportunity to participate in the 
implementation and integration of Dynamics AX 
for a growing industry leader in electric power, then 
this position is for you! Check us out online:
www.selinc.com/careers/applynow 

CLASSIFIEDS

SUMMER CAMP JOBS for men and women.  
Spend your summer (6/18/15 to 8/23/15) in a 
beautiful setting while in worthwhile employ-
ment!  Room/Board/Salary.  Hidden Valley Camp 
(Granite Falls, WA) needs counselors, lifeguards, 
program staff, drivers, kitchen staff and more.  Stop 
by the our booth at the Career Fair at the SUB on 
Feb. 4 for more information. Interviews available!  
Or contact us directly at: (425)844-8896 or  
hiddenvalleycamp@earthlink.net

Little Edisons School 
(LES) seeks a professional, innovative and detailed 
individual for our Substitute Childcare Teacher position. 
If you are looking for an opportunity to fill in as needed 
for our full time staff and provide quality early childhood 
education, while supporting a healthy work life balance 
for the children and families of Schweitzer Engineering 
Laboratories, then this position is for you! Check us out 
online: www.selinc.com/careers/applynow 

CLASSIFIEDS

Overtime dooms IdahoWWU outlasts Vandals 
in thriller match

Graduate student still has it
Gariepy adds 
experience to men’s 
club hockey team

Nathan Romans | Argonaut
Forward Daniel Gariepy follows the action during Idaho’s 6-5 loss against Western Washington Friday at Palouse Ice 
Rink in Moscow. Gariepy, a graduate and law student, is one of the oldest and most expierenced players on the team. 

4th
&

down 
town

IT’S
GOOD

TUES & 
THUR

9:30 A.M.
KUOI.ORG

Every once in 
a while he will 
see something 

that I don’t, 
which is 

always good.

Chris Storhok, coach

Add us on 
Instagram 
Today!

instagram/

uiargonaut

club sPorts



Zach Trumbauer — track 
and field

Track and field is in 
season for Idaho as the 
Vandals competed in 
their first indoor meet 
over the weekend. 
Senior thrower Zach 
Trumbauer grabbed 
the only victory for 
Idaho at the Ed Jacoby 

Invitational and Multi Saturday in 
Nampa, Idaho. Trumbauer won the men’s 
weight throw with a toss of 57 feet. The 
next best finisher was more than two feet 
behind Trumbauer. Next up for Idaho 
is the Vandals’ only home meet of the 
season. Idaho hosts the Idaho Collegiate 
Friday in the Kibbie Dome. 

Rachel Millet — swim and 
dive

The Idaho swim 
and dive team returned 
from winter break with 
a win against the New 
Mexico State Aggies 
Jan. 14 at home in the 
UI Swim Center. Senior 
Rachel Millet had one of 
the biggest days for the 

Vandals winning all three of her individual 
events. Her team in the 200-yard medley 
relay was victorious too, as Millet, Cara 
Jernigan, Jamie Sterbis and Erica Ander-
son finished with a time of 1 minute, 45.71 
seconds. Millet, a Spokane native, won the 
200 free with a time of 1:52.1, the 200 in-
dividual medley with a 2:05.58 time and 
the 100 free in 51.97. Idaho hosts Grand 
Canyon Saturday before traveling to the Air 
Force Invite and then going against Oregon 
State on the road to finish the month.

Stacey Barr — women's 
basketball

Stacey Barr con-
tinued her outstand-
ing season for Idaho 
by moving to fifth on 
the Idaho’s  all-time 
scoring list. Thursday 
against conference-foe 
Sacramento State, Barr 
had 21 points, four 

rebounds and four assists, along with 
two blocks. Her 21 points were second-
highest on the team behind Brooke 
Reilly’s 27 in the loss. Barr and the 
Vandals responded to the disappoint-
ing game against Sacramento State with 
a win Saturday against the Vikings of 
Portland State. Barr led the team with 
22 points, and added six rebounds, 
three assists and two steals.

Sekou Wiggs — men's 
basketball

Idaho went 0-2 in 
the past week, but soph-
omore guard Sekou 
Wiggs still put up some 
of his best numbers of 
the season. Against Sac-
ramento State, Wiggs 
had 22 points, which 
tied his season high 

of 22 against Weber State earlier this 
season. Wiggs also had five rebounds, 
three assists and shot 10-of-16 from the 
floor. Idaho lost the game to the Hornets 
76-79. Against Portland State, Wiggs had 
12 points, which was the second-highest 
total for the Vandals. Wiggs also had six 
rebounds and four assists. The sophomore 
from Seattle is averaging 13.8 points, 3.7 
rebounds and 2.9 assists for Idaho.
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to be held Saturday, January 31,  2015  
from 8:30 to 4:30 pm at Washington 
State University, College of Education 
Bldg, Cleveland Hall Speakers on  
Tar Sands, Wolves, Grizzly Bear  
Recovery and other topics. 

“Nimiipuu Protecting the Environment” 
Tribal Environmental Summit

Contact/Like us on Facebook  
“Nimiipuu Protecting the Environment”  
or email Julian Matthews at  
jmatthews@alumni.uidaho.edu or call  
208-790-4296. 

Everyone welcome. free food.

“They were really down, they were down 
as I’ve probably seen them the last couple 
years after the loss to (Sacramento State),” 
Newlee said. “Seeing what happened there 
defensively and then Sac making all those 3s 
and doing what they do — we were a little de-
moralized … There’s a lot of ball to be played 
in the Big Sky and this kind of win was defi-
nitely, definitely needed.”

After Idaho plays North Dakota Thursday, 
the Vandals travel Saturday to Greeley, Colo-
rado, to face 8-8 Northern Colorado.

Stephan Wiebe 
can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

iMpROviNG
FROM PAGE 6

“They really hurt us tonight with 
our interior defense,” Verlin said. “Our 
bigs couldn’t guard those guys off the 
bounce … That was really the difference 
in the basketball game tonight.”

Senior point guard Mike Scott led the 
Vandals with 15 points and had 10 assists, 
eight rebounds and two steals.

Verlin said he knew this was going 
to be a tough road trip and he’s looking 
forward to playing in front of a home 
crowd next week.

“We’ve lost three in a row now, that’s 
tough,” he said. “Two of those three felt 
like we could have won … What we 
gotta do is bounce back. My teams have 
always gotten better at this time of year, 
and that is what this team has got to do.”

Korbin McDonald
 can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

REGROUpiNG

Southern Utah (5-11, 2-3)
An upset over in-

state rival and defend-
ing champions Weber 
State should give the 
Thunderbirds some 
confidence for the rest 
of the season. After it 

dropped three consecutive games to 
start conference play, Southern Utah 
has now won two straight games. With 
last-place Montana State as their next 
opponent, the streak will likely con-
tinue for at least one more game. Satur-
day, however, a game at Montana will 
show if this team is for real. 

North Dakota (5-11, 1-4)
Don’t let the record 

fool you. This is a 
tough North Dakota 
team. After it opened 
Big Sky competition 
with a 67-60 victory 
over Montana State, 

UND has gone through a gauntlet of 
a schedule, including an 11-point loss 
at Montana, a two-point loss to Sac-
ramento State, a seven-point loss to 
Portland State and a 10-point loss in 
overtime to Northern Colorado — all 
top Big Sky teams. 

idaho State (4-14, 1-5)
This is a team that 

had a 67-51 victory 
over a Grand Canyon 
squad currently in 
first place in the 
WAC. That, however, 
is the only highlight 

for Idaho State this season. Its two 
other wins since then came against the 
GNAC’s Northwest Nazarene and last 
place Montana State. 

Montana State (3-14, 0-5)
Back on Nov. 23, 

the Bobcats traveled 
to Lexington, Ken-
tucky, to play the then 
No. 1 Kentucky Wild-
cats. On a positive 
note, MSU held UK 

to under 100 points, but still lost 86-28. 
Montana State is the only winless team 
in the Big Sky.

Korbin McDonald
 can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

BiG Sky
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Barr

Millet

Trumbauer

The college football season 
wrapped up Jan. 12 with the 
Ohio State Buckeyes whipping 
the Oregon Ducks 42-20 in the 
inaugural College Foot-
ball Playoff National 
Championship.

But before that 
game, college football 
fans had plenty of other 
bowl games to watch.

Idaho, which plays 
in the Sun Belt Con-
ference, was not eli-
gible for postseason 
play. Even if it was, Idaho’s 1-10 
record would not have been 
enough to clinch a bowl game.

However, three out of the 
11 Sun Belt teams did qualify 
for a bowl game — Louisiana-
Lafayette, Arkansas State and 
South Alabama. 

Sun Belt Conference cham-
pion Georgia Southern fin-
ished its season with a 9-3 
record, including 8-0 in con-

ference play. Still, they were 
not eligible for postseason play 
because it was the Eagles’ first 
season in the FBS.

The Sun Belt went 1-2 in its 
three bowl games. The lone win 
came Dec. 20 when the Loui-
siana-Lafayette Ragin’ Cajuns 

beat the Nevada Wolf 
Pack 16-3 in the R+L 
Carriers New Orleans 
Bowl.

The Ragin’ Cajuns 
held Nevada to 213 
total yards, while Lou-
isiana-Lafayette gained 
411 total yards.

Louisiana-Lafayette 
represented the Sun 

Belt well with the win, but the 
most exciting match of the 
three Sun Belt bowl games may 
have been the Raycom Media 
Camellia Bowl Dec. 20, fea-
turing South Alabama against 
Bowling Green. 

South Alabama beat Idaho 
34-10 Sept. 27 in Moscow. 
However, the Jaguars were not 
able to hold on to the lead in 
their bowl game as the Falcons 

beat them 33-28 after a late 
touchdown by Bowling Green. 

Falcons quarterback James 
Knapke connected with receiv-
er Roger Lewis for a 78-yard 
touchdown with 1:04 remain-
ing to take a 33-28 lead. The 
Falcons tried to convert the 
two-point conversion to extend 
their lead to 35-28, but failed.

Before the Falcons scored the 
game-winning touchdown, the 
Jaguars gained momentum late 
by grabbing their first lead of 
the game. South Alabama took 
a 28-27 lead with 1:20 left in the 
game after a 3-yard touchdown 
run by Terrance Timmons.

While there was plenty of ex-
citement on the field in the fourth 
quarter, there was some extra ex-
citement on the sideline as well.

Jaguars’ coach Joey Jones  
received a bloody nose in the 
fourth quarter. South Alabama 
tight end Ryan Onkka made 
a reception, got pushed out of 
bounds and in the process his 
feet came up and knocked his 
coach in the face.

Arkansas State was the last 

Sun Belt team to play this season 
when it lost to Toledo in an of-
fensive shootout 63-44 in the 
GoDaddy Bowl Jan. 4.

Despite the loss, Arkansas 
State quarterback Fredi Knight-
en threw for 403 yards with five 
touchdowns and no interceptions.

Both defenses struggled as 
the offenses racked up plenty of 
yards and points. Toledo out-
gained the Red Wolves in total 
yardage 541 to 468.  

The offenses had their own 
style to pick up yards though. 
For Toledo, 365 of their 541 
yards came on the ground. Ar-
kansas State only had 65 yards 
rushing, but 403 yards through 
the air.

Toledo’s Kareem Hunt led the 
rushing attack for the Rockets as 
he ran for 271 yards on 32 carries 
and scored five touchdowns.

It was another thrilling 
Bowl season, and the Sun Belt 
definitely provided some of 
that excitement.

Garrett Cabeza
 can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

Sun Belt football goes 
1-2 in bowl games

Sun Belt goes bowling

Football coaching changes
The Idaho football team’s defensive coach-

ing staff will look different next season. 
The team confirmed the departures of 

defensive line coach Bam Hardmon and 
secondary coach Ashley Ambrose, while 
FootballScoop.com reported Ronnie Lee 
was dismissed from his defensive coordina-
tor position.

Both Hardmon and Ambrose found jobs 
at programs that play football in the Sun Belt 
Conference. 

Hardmon, who was with Idaho the past 
two seasons, accepted a job at Troy as its de-
fensive line coach. Ambrose, who only spent 
one season with the Vandals, accepted a job at 
Texas State as its cornerback’s coach.

While the dismissal of Lee has yet to be 
announced by the team, his replacement has 
reportedly already been found. According 
to FootballScoop.com, former Washington 
State defensive coordinator Mike Breske will 
be the Vandals’ new defensive coordinator. 

Idaho coach Paul Petrino has now had 
seven coaching changes in the two seasons 
he has been with Idaho.

Sports brief Athletes of the week

Wiggs

Garrett Cabeza
Argonaut
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Federal holiday
I thought MLK day was a 

federal holiday? Why is the mail 
truck out and about? And did 
anyone else know there are de-
bates about whether it should or 
shouldn’t be a holiday?

—Claire

Last semester
I’m so excited and nervous to 

graduate in May. I can’t wait for 
the next phase in my life.

—Danielle

So long and thanks 
for all the fish 

My new locker at the Rec 
Center comes equipped with a 
towel. Now that I can be warm 
as I explore the moons of Jaglan 
Beta, all I need to do is meet up 
with Ford Perfect. 

—Aleya

Seahawk territory
One of my friends is from 

New England and she became 
a converted Seahawks fan after 
watching the NFC Championship 
game against the Packers. She im-
mediately regretted her decision, 
when the Patriots beat the Colts 
later that day. Glad I’m not her 
right now.

—Erin

Chiastic life advice 
from G. K. Chesterton

“An adventure is only an 
inconvenience rightly considered. 
An inconvenience is only an ad-
venture wrongly considered.”

I’m trying to keep this per-
spective in mind as I readjust to 
being back in classes for my last 
semester. Life is an adventure. 

—Daphne

Learning something 
new everyday

There’s an anti-circumcision 
movement in America. They’re 
protesting the circumcision of 
a Florida child, which a mother 
and father have been disput-
ing in the courts for four years. 
One protester was wearing an 
“I (Heart) My Foreskin” T-shirt. 
There are no words...

—Andrew

Flights
I’m hoping for some more 

definitive answers from the 
AirAsia QZ8501 flight. Cockpit 
recorders don’t show signs of a 
terrorist attack, but don’t provide 
any answers either. 

—Katelyn

C'mon
When did Seattle news sta-

tions become the marketing team 
for the Seahawks? With Facebook 
statuses like “We’re going to the 
Super Bowl,” and “Hawks win!!! 
I believe,” you have successfully 
sold out for cheap likes. Way to 
crap on your objectivity. 

—Ryan

DeflateGate
The New England Deflatriots 

apparently crushed the Colts in 
the NFL Playoffs by using deflat-
ed footballs. I guess they couldn’t 
handle the ... pressure ... of such a 
high-profile football game.

—Stephan

Go Hawks
I almost cried at the end of 

that game. Still can’t believe it.
—Korbin

Obamanation
I’m happy with the president’s 

are of the Union address last 
night. The middle class needs a 
lot of his proposals to take effect.

—Amber

@EmergencyKittens
It's days like Tuesday that I'm 

glad this Twitter account exists.
— Kaitlyn

The

Quick tAkES on lifE  
from our EditorS

This has been a difficult week 
in Moscow. We mourn the tragic 
loss of members of our commu-
nity and our Vandal family. The 
victims of last weekend’s tragedy 
were deeply involved members 
of the Moscow community, 
and our town and our 
institution will suffer for 
their absence. The many 
expressions of sympa-
thy this week attest to 
their characters – their 
passion, their service 
to others and their long 
roots in this community. 
They will be missed by 
so many – our Vandal 
Family included.

In the wake of this heart-
breaking event, we are reminded 
that gun violence can occur in 
any community, large or small.  
We are also reminded of the 
role the university plays in the 
community when it comes to 
communicating about things 
that happen on or around our 
campus.  Many in the commu-
nity – on campus and off – have 
asked why University of Idaho 
did not send a Vandal Alert on 
Saturday about the shootings.  
I’d like to explain our process in 
making that decision and share 
how we will improve our com-
munications going forward.

By current policy, UI issues 
Vandal Alerts to the university 
community after confirming that 

a significant emergency or dan-
gerous situation involving an 
immediate threat to the health 
or safety of students, faculty, 
staff or visitors is occurring 
on campus. Communications 
are informed by confirmed 

facts from emergency 
responders to provide 
instructions to the UI 
community for protec-
tive action. 

Once we became 
aware that several 
shootings had occurred 
in Moscow last Satur-
day, UI Safety and Se-
curity staff immediately 
contacted the Moscow 

Police Department (MPD) and 
learned, at that time, that law 
enforcement was pursing the 
suspect in Washington. Shortly 
thereafter, the suspect was ap-
prehended and taken to jail in 
Whitman County.

UI does not have its own 
law enforcement staff, so we 
rely on MPD to work with us to 
make judgments about threats 
to our community.  Moscow 
police informed us that there 
was only one suspect in the case 
and there was no threat to the 
UI campus.  Consistent with 
our policy, and based on that 
information, we decided not to 
issue a Vandal Alert.   

gueST VoiCe

Chuck Staben
university of idaho 

President

Andrew Jenson
Argonaut

reviewing 
Vandal Alert

Upcoming legislative 
session presents great 
opportunity for Idaho 

Four words: sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity. 

They may seem small, but 
these words signify a world of 
difference for LGBTQA people 
in Idaho. The words represent 
the difference between equal 
protection under the law, and 
living in fear of falling victim to 
another’s prejudices.

The Add the Words campaign 
aims to add these four words to 
Idaho’s Human Rights Act, which 
passed in 1969 and provides 
protection from discrimination 
based on race, sex and religion 
— among other identifiers — 
regarding employment, public 

housing and educational institu-
tions. The words “sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity” would be 
added with the passage of legisla-
tion amending the Idaho Human 
Rights Act.

The bill permitting this change 
will have its day in a hearing be-
fore the Idaho Legislature’s House  
Ways and Means Committee after 
nine years of campaigning and a 
series of public protests last year, 
resulting in multiple arrests and 
several heated confrontations in 
the capital building. 

To quote the protestors on 
the steps of the Capitol Building 
this past weekend — “the time 
is now.”

Idaho has long been behind 
in social justice issues and add-
ing the words is a key oppor-
tunity to ensure Idaho citizens 

receive the rights they have long 
been denied. 

According to the American 
Civil Liberties Union, 18 states 
passed similar anti-discrimination 
legislation and an additional three 
states have prohibited discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation.

This is the right thing to do. 
In a conservative state like Idaho, 
everyday discrimination can have 
a significant effect on a person’s 
life, and as of now, LGBTQA 
citizens have no protection under 
the law.

This protection has been 
denied to LGBTQA citizens for 
too long, and adding the words is 
another critical step in ensuring 
equality for all citizens. 

The introduction of the bill 
on the committee level is a small 
step in the right direction, but the 

bill will have a long road ahead 
of it. 

Idahoans can expect the bill 
to have strong opposition from 
powerful representatives, and in 
a State Legislature that only that 
last year considered legalizing 
discrimination, the bill is bound 
to receive a critical response from 
conservative representatives.

Regardless, the hearing will 
hopefully propel the Add the 
Words bill further along in the 
legislative process and heighten 
the public’s attention to this 
critical issue. This is the time to 
provide equal protection under 
the law for all citizens. The bill 
presents further opportunity to 
lessen the reputation of social in-
justice, which has become closely 
associated with Idaho.

—RT

Time to add the Words
our VieW

UI graduates earn 
more money than BSU 
graduates, and it’s 
obvious why

Boise State may have a suc-
cessful football program, but the 
University of Idaho can boast 
successful graduates ca-
pable of paying off their 
student loans quicker. 

According to the 
2013-2014 PayScale 
College Salary report, 
UI graduates earn 
higher salaries than 
BSU graduates after 
college, and the differ-
ence in earnings con-
tinues through the middle of 
their careers. The report shows 
UI graduates earn an average 
salary of $45,300 after gradua-
tion. They earn an average sal-
ary of $82,700 by the middle of 
their careers. In contrast, BSU 
graduates’ average salary after 
graduation is $43,100 and their 
average salary in the middle of 
their careers is $67,000.

This is a big gap, especially 
for students who are focused 
on paying off their student 
loan debt. 

The rivalry between Idaho’s 
two most well-known colleges 
is no secret, so Vandals should 
take pride in the fiscal success 

their choice of school results in. 
Football programs aren’t 

everything. BSU’s football team 
may outrank Idaho and earn 
more wins, but in the end, 
Idaho’s students are better off. 

According to BSU’s 2014 
fiscal year budget report, the 
school spends over $100 mil-
lion on instruction, about $30 

million on research 
programs, about $20 
million on academic 
support and about $37 
million on their athletic 
department. 

UI’s 2014 fiscal year 
budget report shows 
UI spends around $99 
million on instruc-
tion, $75 million 

on research, $16 million on 
academic support, about $12 
million on student services 
and only about $18 million on 
their athletic department. 

UI spends twice as much on 
educational research as BSU. 
This research helps students 
learn real world skills and helps 
them become future leaders. 

Looking at BSU and UI 
statistics, which can be found 
on the schools’ websites, you 
can see where BSU falls behind. 
At BSU, the student to faculty 
ratio is 20-to-1. At UI, the same 
ratio is 18-to-1. BSU has an 11 

More than a 
football team

Danielle Wiley
Argonaut
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Argonaut Religion Directory

If you would like your church to be included in the religion directory please contact 
Student Media Advertising at 885-5780.

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

Pastors:
Mr. Kim Kirkland Senior Pastor
Mr. Luke Taklo Assistant Pastor
Mr. Nathan Anglen Assistant Pastor

960 W. Palouse River Drive, Moscow
882-0674

www.bridgebible.org

The Nuart Theatre
516 S. Main St. Moscow ID

7PM
SUB BALLROOM (U of I Campus)

10AM

Rev. Elizabeth Stevens

http://www.moscowfirstumc.com/

Moscow First 
United Methodist Church 
Worshipping, Supporting, Renewing 

9:00 AM: Sunday School Classes for all ages, 
Sept. 7- May 17. 

10:30 AM: Worship
(Children’s Activities Available) 

The poeple of the United Methodist  Church: 
open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

Pastor: Susan E. Ostrom 
Campus Pastor: John Morse 
322 East Third (Corner 3rd and Adams) 
Moscow ID, 83843 

1015 NE Orchard Dr | Pullman
(across from Beasley Coliseum)

www.concordiapullman.org
Worship Services

Sundays | 8 & 10:45 a.m.
College Students 

Free Dinner & Gathering 
Tuesdays | 6 p.m.

 Rides available by contacting Ann at ann.summer-
son@concordiapullman.org or (509) 332-2830

CONCORDIA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Exploring God is better in community 

Sunday Worship Gathering 
10AM 

The Nuart Theatre 
516 S. Main St. Moscow ID 

7PM 
SUB BALLROOM (U of I campus) 

For more information: 
509-880-8741

experienceresonate.com
facebook.com/resonatechurch

Unitarian Universalist 
Church of the Palouse 

We are a welcoming congregaton that 
celebrates the inherent worth and dignity of 

every person. 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

Coffee: After Service 
Nursery & Religious Education 

Minister: Rev. Elizabeth Stevens

420 E. 2nd St., Moscow 
208-882-4328

For more info: www.palouseuu.org

          Worship Service
               Fellowship 00

“Fueling passion for  Christ 
that will transform the world”
Service Times 

Sunday                   9:00 am -  Prayer Time 
      9:30 am - Celebration 
                    6:00 pm - Bible Study 
Thursday         6:30 - 8:30 pm - CROSS - Eyed  
       at the Commons Aurora room 
Friday                      6:30 pm- Every 2nd and 4th 
Friday U- Night worship and fellowship at The 
CROSSing 

715 Travois Way 
(208) 882-2627

Email:office@thecrossingmoscow.com 
www.thecrossingmoscow.com 

Find us on Facebook! 

“Fueling passion for christ 
that will transform the world”

9am  — Sunday Classes 
10:15am  — Sunday Worship & 

Children’s Church

College Ministry
Tuesdays, 7pm, E-Free 

4812 Airport Road, Pullman
509-872-3390

www. efreepalouse.org
church@efreepalouse.org

          Worship Service
Fellowship (coffee & donuts) 30 9

00

628 S. Deakin - Across from the SUB
www.stauggies.org

Pastor: Rev. Caleb Vogel
fathervogel@gmail.com

Campus Minister: Katie Goodson
kgoodson@vandalcatholics.com

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Reconciliation: Wed. & Sun. 6-6:45 p.m.
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College Roommates

The Honest Professor

Aly Soto | Argonaut

Karter Krasselt | Argonaut

We have received criticism 
about that decision — criticism 
we have taken to heart.  I recog-
nize the importance of letting 
people know when there is no 
danger, as well as when there is 
a serious and immediate threat. 
UI should have issued a Vandal 
Alert letting people know that 
there was no danger on cam-
pus, an assessment we received 
directly from MPD shortly after 
3 p.m.  We will change our policy 
and practice on the use of the 
Vandal Alert, so that our public 
is better informed as situations 

like this one arise.
Occurrences like this one 

are a challenge to manage; 
events unfold quickly and clear 
information may not be imme-
diately available.  Nevertheless, 
we are absolutely committed 
to communicating effectively 
with our community.  We learn 
from every experience and are 
actively reviewing our response 
in this case to improve our 
communications practice and 
to ensure we are providing 
information as quickly and ef-
ficiently as we can. 

Sincerely,
Chuck Staben

University of Idaho President
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percent four-year graduation 
rate, while UI has a 25 percent 
four-year graduation rate. 

BSU’s freshmen retention rate 
is at 70 percent while UI’s is at 
79 percent. Students looking to 
attend BSU after high school are 
only offered five types of degrees, 
while students who plan on at-
tending UI have a choice of seven 
different degree programs, in-
cluding two doctorate programs. 

In the 2009-2010 academic 
year, BSU had a graduation rate 
of 13.9 percent.  In the 2009-2010 
academic year, UI boasted a grad-
uation rate of over 50 percent. 

What do these numbers 
say about the Broncos and the 
Vandals? They say when it comes 
to their futures, Vandals stand 
confident. There’s something to 
be said about spending money 
on all of your students, not just 
your athletic students.

At UI, the campus is set apart 
from the surrounding com-
munity, unlike BSU. This gives 
students a sense of academia 

and high standards. There’s 
something about taking a stroll 
down Hello Walk to the chime 
of the bell tower that gives 
students a sense of respect, 
privilege and responsibility. UI 
has a way of making students 
feel like they’re a part of some-
thing larger than themselves. 
Walking around the spread out 
campus at BSU does not give 
off the same vibe.

Students looking to go 
to college after high school 
should consider the commu-
nity, standards and graduate 
success — not how well the 
school’s football team does.  
Future employers don’t hire 
college graduates based on 
how many ball games their 
school’s team has won. In-
stead, they look at what the 
applicant has learned, what 
skills they have and how they 
present themselves.

Let the numbers speak for 
themselves. Vandals have bright 
futures ahead of them.  

Danielle Wiley
can be reached at 

arg-opinion@uidaho.edu
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Violence between 
genders suffers from 
double standard

Childhood serves as a time 
to teach girls and boys what is 
appropriate for each 
gender. More specifical-
ly, boys are taught it is 
wrong to hit a girl. Girls 
are taught it is accept-
able to hit a boy if he is 
being disrespectful.  

America’s society 
has long reinforced the 
strength of men and the 
fragility of women, as evidenced by 
the fact that it is only deemed fair 
for a woman to hit a man and not 
the other way around. 

With the struggle for equal 
gender rights, it’s time for this 
double standard to be put to rest. 
Violence shouldn’t be tolerated 
from any gender. 

An example of this can be seen 
in a viral  video of Italian boys, 
ranging from ages six to 11, being 
asked to slap a girl. Every single 
one said no. When asked why not, 
one boy said, “‘Cause she’s a girl. 
I can’t do it.” Although this is the 
answer every parent wants their 
son to say, it would be interest-

ing to see what would happen if 
the video participants were asked 
to slap a boy their same age, and 
what their reaction would be. 

No matter how many videos 
one watches of a man slapping 
a woman or a woman slapping 

a man, the reactions are 
always based off gender. 
It doesn’t matter if the 
woman is taunting the man 
and hits him first. The sec-
ond a man decides to hit 
a woman, there are people 
in his face trying to start a 
fight, since men aren’t sup-
posed to hit women.

 In contrast, when a woman 
hits a man, no one even reacts. 
Sometimes people will even laugh 
at the man’s pain, as seen on count-
less TV shows. Half of the humor 
of “Everyone Loves Raymond” is 
poor Ray Barone suffering abuse at 
the hands of his wife, Debra. 

On top of that, a study con-
ducted by Sonja Starr, assistant 
law professor at the University of 
Michigan, found men “are given 
much higher sentences than 
women convicted of the same 
crimes in federal court.” The same 
mentality  relates to domestic 
violence as well. 

One law demonstrating this 

is the Violence Against Women 
Act. The act is a necessary federal 
law, which establishes a com-
mitment to change law enforce-
ment’s response to violence 
against women.  However, it also 
only focuses on  female victims, 
who are not the only ones who 
suffer from violence or domestic 
abuse. Recent research from Safe 
Alternatives to Violent Environ-
ments (SAVE) reports almost 
one-third of domestic violence 
victims are men. 

It’s obvious men and women 
both experience violence in their 
lives. Laws are needed to promote 
the end of violence, but there also 
needs to be an understanding that 
violence shouldn’t be tolerated by 
any gender. 

The U.S. can never be truly equal 
if it accepts one gender harming 
another in any circumstance.  

A bystander should stick up for 
anyone being wrongly abused. A 
young child should know to say “no” 
when asked to hit either gender. Not 
just because, “she’s a girl, so I can’t 
hit her.” The answer should be that 
everyone deserves to be respected, 
because everyone is human. 

Emily Lowe 
can be reached at the 

arg-opinion@uidaho.edu 

Gender isn’t an excuse
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