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Despite the piles of snow that filled down-
town Moscow Saturday night, students and 
Palouse locals endured the weather to celebrate 
Mardi Gras.

Enjoying the nightlife and the live music, 
many ended the evening smiling. But most did 
not know Moscow Mardi Gras Inc. changed its 
traditional plan for this year’s events.  

Instead of scheduling day events, the nonprofit 
organization held a single event with several bars 
at 9 p.m. Saturday in downtown Moscow.

The celebration was held at the Garden Lounge, 
John’s Alley, Mingles and Moscow City Hall. 

The Intentions band musician Jim Boland 
said before the band’s performance at the Garden 
Lounge to bring enthusiasm to the event.

“Come out to Mardi Gras and have a great 
time,” Boland said.

The local Mardi Gras celebration started in 
the late ‘70s and has been around for nearly 40 
years. Parades and fashion shows were the spec-
tacle of the event, said Genevieve Bode, presi-
dent of Moscow Mardi Gras. The traditional 
celebrations like the float parade and day events 
were removed this year due to lack of funding 
from last year.

“Trying to get the parade going … it was a 
hassle,” said Jeff Spellman, event volunteer and 
City of Moscow accountant. “Mardi Gras is so 
much more than that.”

Bode said the nonprofit wants to revamp the 
event and rename it the Palouse Youth Project 

for next year to bring the fundraising efforts 
back to its roots.

“The funds that we raise go to youth orga-
nizations,” Bode said. “It goes to kids’ orga-
nizations to help them. It’s going back within 
the community.”

She said the fundraising committee is 
already strategizing on introducing new events 
for 2018, like day events to involve children — 
the main focus of the fundraiser.

“We’re going to make some structural 
changes this year,” Bode said. 

She said the fundraiser will still have the 
Moscow Mardi Gras annual event.

Spellman said he has volunteered at the 
event for the past 10 years, and he wants to keep 
the tradition going.

A changing tradition 
The Palouse community goes 
downtown, celebrates Mardi Gras

community

SEE tradition, PAGE 4
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For David Catts, a Uni-
versity of Idaho sophomore, 
the idea of being a savior 
manifests itself in many 
aspects of his life. 

Catts, who plans on 
helping refugees as part of 
his career, said people often 
comment on the nobility of 
what he is doing.

“There’s nothing noble 
about it. I feel like it should be 
an expectation that I go out 
and do what I can,” he said. 

He said there is a stark 
contrast between helping 
people and saving people, 
and people should aim for 
the former.

“The idea that you’re 
somehow a savior for doing 
something you should 
already be doing is strange 
for me,” Catts said.

Catts recently participat-
ed in an Alternative Service 
Break (ASB) trip to Nicara-
gua. He said he felt the trip 
was more of a collaboration 
between the students and the 
locals, rather than a takeover. 

“These are things that 
they already would have 
been doing in the first place. 
We went there and helped 
them doing something they 
were already going to be 
doing faster,” Catts said. 

Rachel Davis, ASB coor-
dinator, said people should 
evaluate their reasons for 
wanting to volunteer. 

voluntEEring

Education is the 
best way to combat 
irresponsible 
volunteer practices

Being a 
savior
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ASUI will hold a mandatory candi-
date meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday for stu-
dents interested in running for a position 
within student government at the Univer-
sity of Idaho. 

Students must complete an election 
packet and submit it the night of the meeting 
to ASUI Election Coordinator Taylor Falk. 

The packets are available in the ASUI 
office, Room 302 of the Idaho Commons. 

“At the candidates meeting, students will 
learn the ASUI Rules and Regulations for 
the election process and tools to help them 
run a successful campaign,” Falk said.

Falk said students will have the opportu-
nity to run for president and vice president, 
as well as any of the eight open senate seats.

Falk also said students must be regis-
tered full-time at UI and have a GPA of at 
least a 2.75 or a previous semester of a 3.0 

to be considered eligible. 
Director of Student Involvement Shawn 

O’Neal said he encourages anyone with a 
desire to enact change for the benefit of 
the student body to consider applying for 
a position.

“ASUI is the students’ voice … it can 
be very easy for 9,000 students to be on 
campus and to remain silent, so it’s ASUI’s 
job to properly represent student interest 
by providing an outlet that allows under-
graduates to be heard,” O’Neal said. 

O’Neal said he believes individuals who 
are part of ASUI get exposed to differing 
perspectives daily that allow them to see 
the university on a grander scale because 
of the variety of people they have the op-
portunity to interact with.

“Our entire job here at the University of 
Idaho is to populate the state with engaged 
people who care and want to do the right 
thing to better society,” O’Neal said. “I 
think that working at ASUI allows people 
to see the full student experience, which 
in turn, helps them to become the type of 
person we are trying to create at UI.”

Asui

The ability to enact change
ASUI to hold meeting for 
UI students interested in 
open positions

SEE change, PAGE 4
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Incarcerated women performing stand-
up comedy, elderly women creating a syn-
chronized swimming routine, a Syrian 
refugee teaching her siblings how to read 
— these are some of the images that filled 
the screen of the Kenworthy 
Performing Art Centre Thurs-
day night, bringing the audience 
both to laughter and tears.

“What I love about this night 
is that these films share stories of 
women living different lives, in 
different countries, coming from different 
backgrounds,” said Bekah MillerMacPhee, 
the assistant director of programs for the 
Women’s Center. “It’s all about finding 
common ground.”

LunaFest returned to Moscow for its 
12th year, showcasing short indepen-
dent films by, for and about women. The 
event is a traveling nationwide festival 
hosted by Luna, a company that manu-

factures whole nutrition bars.
In Moscow, the Women’s Center hosts 

LunaFest and raises funds primarily for 
the Breast Cancer Fund. The center also 
uses extra funds to put toward the Betsy 
Thomas Gender Equality Scholarship, 
which is awarded to two University of 
Idaho students each year for their efforts in 
gender equality justice.

MillerMacPhee said the event is beloved 
by members of the Moscow and UI com-
munity. The films shown at LunaFest can’t 

be seen anywhere else. With the 
gloomy weather and midterm 
exams in early March, she said 
the festival is a reprieve and 
a way for the members of the 
community to reconnect with 
each other.

“The festival gives people living in 
Moscow the chance to see and enjoy films 
they normally wouldn’t find in a town as 
small as Moscow,” MillerMacPhee said. 

In addition to the films selected by the 
nationwide festival, Moscow’s LunaFest 
showcases films made by local students 
and filmmakers in the Palouse area. 

womEn’s cEntEr

A reason to celebrate
LunaFest returns to 
Moscow for its 12th year

For more news 
content, visit 

uiargonaut.com
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The Fabulous Kingpins perform during Moscow Mardi Gras celebrations at Mingles Saturday night.
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Time is the most precious commodity, after money. This taco lasagna is 
perfect for the college student struggling to have enough of both, as it is 
easily microwaveable and stays delicious days after being cooked.

Nina Rydalch
can be reached at

crumbs@uidaho.edu

Taco Lasagna

A Crumbs recipe

Ingredients Directions
n 1 pound ground beef
n 1/2 cup chopped green pepper
n 1 cup chopped onions
n 1/2 cup water
n Packet of taco seasoning
n 1 8-ounce can black beans
n 4 tortillas
n 1 8-ounce can refried beans
n 4 cups shredded cheese

1. Heat oven to 350 degrees 
Fahrenheit and grease a 
9-inch square baking dish.
2. Cook the beef, green 
peppers and onions us-
ing medium heat. Drain 
when the meat is thor-
oughly cooked.
3. Add water, taco season-
ing, black beans and toma-
toes. Simmer on low for 
five to eight minutes.
4. Place one tortilla in the 

baking dish. Heat refried 
beans until warm and 
spread 1/3 over the tortilla.
5. Spread on 1/3 of the meat 
mixture and sprinkle on 
one cup of cheese. 
6. Put on another tortilla 
and repeat two more times. 
7. Sprinkle the last cup of 
cheese on top of the last 
tortilla.
8. Bake for 20-35 minutes 
or until heated through.

Average joe

Grayson Hughbanks | Argonaut



THE ARGONAUT PAGE 3MArch 7, 2017

These signs may mean you or someone you know is 
thinking about suicide or experiencing emotional distress. 
There is hope, there is help, reach out today. 

u Talking about feeling hopeless

u Talking about feeling alone or trapped

u Increasing the use of drugs or alcohol

u Withdrawing or feeling isolated

u Talking about wanting to die or kill oneself

u Seeking access to firearms, pills, or other means

Suicide 
   warning signs:

Counseling & Testing Center

Mary E. Forney Hall, Room 406

www.uidaho.edu/ctc

Phone & After Hours Crisis Line: 

208-885-6716

Free and confidential

Olivia Heersink
Argonaut

The eighth annual University of 
Idaho Hemingway Festival held a 
Sneak Peeks Reading Friday with 
local authors. 

The writers gave short read-
ings from their unpublished, up-
coming work.

The event was held at BookPeo-
ple of Moscow and featured read-
ings from Kim Barnes, Mary Clear-
man Blew, Peter Chilson, Sayantani 
Dasgupta, Debbie Lee, Paul Lind-
holdt, Michael McGriff, Alexandra 
Teague and Joy Passanante.

The nine local authors read 
from poetry, essays and novels 
— all of which had never been 
heard publically.

UI English professor Kim 
Barnes said she had not originally 
considered writing, but credits her 
career path to a love of reading 
and an isolated upbringing that 
allowed her to be surrounded by 
the works of a variety of authors, 
like Louisa May Alcott, Daniel 
Defoe and Ernest Hemingway.

“I had always been a reader, but 
it never dawned on me that I could 
write,” Barnes said. “It wasn’t until 
my college years that I realized not 
only could I read these creations, 
but I could create them myself.”

Barnes said she never saw 
herself within the stories she read, 
so that is what led her to create a 
world that expressed her perspec-
tive through writing.

Barnes said she has published 
a variety of essays and short 
stories, as well as two memoirs 
and three novels. She also said 
she has read much of her writing, 
yet she was nervous to read at the 

Hemingway Festival’s event.
“The Sneak Peek is really con-

trary to how published authors 
work, we do not trot out our green 
ponies because what if it’s a flop,” 
Barnes said. “I’ve given readings 
all over the world and what I read 
has always been published, it’s 
been vetted and deemed worthy, so 
when I get up there to read some-
thing that hasn’t been heard publi-
cally, I can’t help but feel nervous.”

Barnes said despite the nerves, 
she does love the chance to get up 

there and share her work with the 
public. She said she’s been working 
with the Hemingway Festival since 
its inception.

“It’s not just exciting because 
it’s material that’s never been pub-
lished or read before, but because 
it creates a community of vulner-
ability,” Barnes said. “I think it is 
a great experience for our students 
or other emerging writers to see us 
get up there and take the chance of 
just bombing.” 

UI English professor Sayantani 
Dasgupta said it was her first time 

reading at the Heming-
way Festival.

“The opportunity to 
read was really fun and 
nerve-wracking — it was 
nice to hear the variety 
of voices UI, as well as WSU, has to 
offer,” Dasgupta said. “I thought I 
needed 500 glasses of water before 
going up, but now that it’s done, I am 
relieved that that wasn’t the case.”

Dasgupta said she wrote a 
version of her piece a few weeks 
prior, but put in the final revisions 
the night before the reading.

UI junior Abby 
Tesnohlidek said she 
did not know what 
to expect from the 
reading and was pleas-
antly surprised at the 

diversity of pieces she heard.
“I originally attended the 

reading because it was required for 
a class, but now I think I would def-
initely go again,” Tesnohlidek said.

Olivia Heersink 
can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @heersinkolivia

A community of vulnerability 
univErsity 

Annual Hemingway 
Festival holds reading 
with local authors 

Diamond Koloski | Argonaut

PEN/Hemingway Award winning author Ottessa Moshfegh signs books and chats with fans at the Moscow Public Library on Saturday.

For more news 
content, visit 

uiargonaut.com

ARG
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The goal of Buy Local Moscow 
is to strengthen the social and 
economic framework of Moscow 
by supporting and promoting 
the community.

Is your business a member of Buy Local Moscow and interested in 
advertising? Contact Nathan at nupdike@uidaho.edu to get an ad 
placed today.buylocalmoscow.com @BuyLocalMoscow

Did you know?
We are a locally owned 
independent business. 

The sales taxes we collect and pay to 
the State of Idaho help fund the 

University of Idaho and support all 
the public school districts in Idaho 
where most UI students get their 

early education. Complete the circle 
and shop for your books locally at 

BookPeople of Moscow.
www.bookpeopleofmoscow.com

10am - 6pm Monday - Saturday, 10am - 4pm Sunday
208-882-2669

Buy Local M�cow

Is your business a member of Buy Local and interested in advertising? 
Contact Phillip at Pbarnes@uidaho.edu.

BookPeople 
of Moscow

521 S. Main
(in the downtown’s “hip strip”)

208.882.2669
www.bookpeopleofmoscow.com

Senior Discount �ursdays: 10% o� most 
items for customers 55 and older!

Tye-Dye Everything!

Unique and colorful!
Over 175 items

Mon - Sat  11 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
tyedye@moscow.com    www.tyedyeeverything.com

Mention this ad and we�ll take 10% off

Made in Idaho 100% Wild
527 S. Main St. behind Mikey�s

208-883-4779

Check out our  
Vandal tye dye!

Like us on 
Facebook

Argonaut Religion Directory

If you would like your church to be included in the religion directory please contact 
Student Media Advertising at 885-5780.

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

Pastors:
Mr. Kim Kirkland Senior Pastor
Mr. Luke Taklo Assistant Pastor
Mr. Nathan Anglen Assistant Pastor

960 W. Palouse River Drive, Moscow
882-0674

www.bridgebible.org

The Nuart Theatre
516 S. Main St. Moscow ID

7PM
SUB BALLROOM (U of I Campus)

10AM

Rev. Elizabeth Stevens

http://www.moscowfirstumc.com/

Moscow First 
United Methodist Church 
Worshipping, Supporting, Renewing 

9:00 AM: Sunday School Classes for all ages, 
Sept. 7- May 17. 

10:30 AM: Worship
(Children’s Activities Available) 

The poeple of the United Methodist  Church: 
open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

Pastor: Susan E. Ostrom 
Campus Pastor: John Morse 
322 East Third (Corner 3rd and Adams) 
Moscow ID, 83843 

1015 NE Orchard Dr | Pullman
(across from Beasley Coliseum)

www.concordiapullman.org
Worship Services

Sundays | 8 & 10:45 a.m.
College Students 

Free Dinner & Gathering 
Tuesdays | 6 p.m.

 Rides available by contacting Ann at ann.summer-
son@concordiapullman.org or (509) 332-2830

CONCORDIA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Exploring God is better in community 

Sunday Worship Gathering 
10AM 

The Nuart Theatre 
516 S. Main St. Moscow ID 

7PM 
SUB BALLROOM (U of I campus) 

For more information: 
509-880-8741

experienceresonate.com
facebook.com/resonatechurch

Unitarian Universalist 
Church of the Palouse 

We are a welcoming congregaton that 
celebrates the inherent worth and dignity of 

every person. 
Sunday Services: 10:00 am 

Coffee: After Service 
Nursery & Religious Education 

Minister: Rev. Elizabeth Stevens

420 E. 2nd St., Moscow 
208-882-4328

For more info: www.palouseuu.org

          Worship Service
               Fellowship 00

“Fueling passion for  Christ 
that will transform the world”
Service Times 

Sunday                   9:00 am -  Prayer Time 
      9:30 am - Celebration 
                    6:00 pm - Bible Study 
Thursday         6:30 - 8:30 pm - CROSS - Eyed  
       at the Commons Aurora room 
Friday                      6:30 pm- Every 2nd and 4th 
Friday U- Night worship and fellowship at The 
CROSSing 

715 Travois Way 
(208) 882-2627

Email:office@thecrossingmoscow.com 
www.thecrossingmoscow.com 

Find us on Facebook! 

“Fueling passion for christ 
that will transform the world”

9am  — Sunday Classes 
10:15am  — Sunday Worship & 

Children’s Church

College Ministry
Tuesdays, 7pm, E-Free 

4812 Airport Road, Pullman
509-872-3390

www. efreepalouse.org
church@efreepalouse.org

          Worship Service
Fellowship (coffee & donuts) 30 9

00

628 S. Deakin - Across from the SUB
www.stauggies.org

Pastor: Rev. Caleb Vogel
fathervogel@gmail.com

Campus Minister: Katie Goodson
kgoodson@vandalcatholics.com

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Reconciliation: Wed. & Sun. 6-6:45 p.m.

Weekly Mass: Tues. - Fri. 12:30 p.m. 
Wed. 5:20 p.m. (Latin)

Spanish Mass: 4th Sunday of every month

Phone & Fax: 882-4613
Email: stauggies@gmail.com

628 S. Deakin - Across from the SUB
www.vandalcatholics.com
Pastor: Rev. Caleb Vogel
fathervogel@gmail.com

Campus Minister: Katie Goodson
kgoodson@vandalcatholics.com

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Reconciliation: Wed. & Sun. 6-6:45 p.m.

Weekly Mass: Tues. - Fri. 12:30 p.m.
Tues. 5:20 p.m. (Latin)

Wed. 5:20 p.m.
Spanish Mass: Every 4th Sunday @ 12:30 p.m.

ST. AUGUSTINE’S
CATHOLIC CENTER

628 S. Deakin - Across from the SUB
www.vandalcatholics.com

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Reconciliation: Wed. & Sun. 6-6:45 p.m.

Weekly Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12:30 p.m.

Mass in Spanish: 
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

All are welcome. No exceptions

Find us on  
Facebook

stmark@moscow.com

111 S. Jefferson St.  
Moscow, ID 83843

“Red Door” across from 
Latah County Library 

Wednesdays 
@Campus Christian Center
12:30 pm Simple Holy Communion
1 pm Free lunch! 
Sundays
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
5:00 pm CandleSong - Taizé style chants &                                         
                quiet (1s t -3rd Sundays)  
5:00 pm Welcome Table Alternative        
                Worship (4th Sunday)
5:00 pm Evensong - In the Anglican 
                trad ition  (5th Sunday)

If you would like your belief-based organization to be included in the religion directory please contact 
Student Media Advertising at Sydneyg@uidaho.edu
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Email: stauggies@gmail.com

628 S. Deakin - Across from the SUB
www.vandalcatholics.com
Pastor: Rev. Caleb Vogel
fathervogel@gmail.com

Campus Minister: Katie Goodson
kgoodson@vandalcatholics.com

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Reconciliation: Wed. & Sun. 6-6:45 p.m.

Weekly Mass: Tues. - Fri. 12:30 p.m.
Tues. 5:20 p.m. (Latin)

Wed. 5:20 p.m.
Spanish Mass: Every 4th Sunday @ 12:30 p.m.

ST. AUGUSTINE’S
CATHOLIC PARISH

628 S. Deakin - Across from the 
Pitman Center

www.vandalcatholics.com

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Reconciliation: Wed. & Sun. 6-6:45 p.m.
Weekly Mass: Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 p.m.

Saturday Mass: 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service — 10 a.m.
Christ Centered

Biblical, Conservative, Loving
www.moscowbible.com

PastorJosh Shetler. 208-874-3701

Meeting at Short’s Chapel
1125 E. 6th St., Moscow

 
 
 
 
 

A welcoming family of faith 
 

Sunday Worship 10:30 am 
Sunday College Group  6:30 pm 

at Campus Christian Center 
Wednesday Taizé Service 5:30 pm 

 

405 S. Van Buren fpcmoscow.org  
Moscow, Idaho 208-882-4122 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

4812 Airport Road, Pullman
509-872-3390

www. efreepalouse.org
church@efreepalouse.org

12/18, 12/25, 1/1
NO Sunday Classes 

Sunday Worship & Children’s Church: 
10:10am

 
NO Youth Ministry

on 12/25, 1/1
Middle School, 4-5:30pm
High School, 6-8:30pm

NO College Ministry
 

“Fueling passion for  
Christ that will transform 

the world”
Service Times 

Sunday                   9:00 am -  Prayer Time 
                   10:00 am - Celebration 
                   6:00 pm - Bible Study 
Thursday        6:30  - Bible Study on UI 
                                 Campus - Commons Horizon    
      Room   

715 Travois Way 
Email:office@thecrossingmoscow.com 

www.thecrossingmoscow.com 
Find us on Facebook! 

Rev. Elizabeth Stevens

Sunday Service 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Pastors:
Mr. Kim Kirkland Senior Pastor
Mr. Nathan Anglen Assistant Pastor

960 W. Palouse River Drive, Moscow
882-0674

www.bridgebible.org

Join us in unprogrammed 
Quaker worship.

We welcome diversity. 
10:00 a.m. Sundays.

Visit pmmm.quaker.org to learn more.

Pullman-Moscow 
Friends Meeting

“I just help the committee every year,” 
Spellman said. “I had a buddy that used 
to do this for the committee … then he 
just kind of turned it over to me.”

He said it is good to give back to the 
community, especially for children’s 
fundraisers.

Bode said she wants to emphasize 
who the funding would go toward. She 
said one source is the Washington State 
University Palouse Area Therapeutic 

Horsemanship (PATH). PATH helps 
disabled individuals mental and physi-
cal health through therapeutic horse-
back riding. 

Bode said the event pours more 
funding for youth nonprofits like PATH.

“So it’s going back into the community 
for the kids,” Bode said. “Yes, (the event) 
takes place in the bars, but it’s really about 
the kids.”

Catherine Keenan 
can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @Ckeeneye

“A lot of people volunteer because it 
makes them feel good, which is completely 
valid,” Davis said. “I think that is an ap-
proach that fixates on yourself, though.”

She said growing up, people are often 
fed the message that other communities 
need to be “saved” just because they aren’t 
as well off.

“However, when you go abroad, you 
realize that everything you’ve been fed is 
not necessarily true. You go out and discov-
er that these people have a life and commu-
nity and a richness of culture that you never 
would have known about had you not gone,” 
Davis said. 

Davis said they work with Green Em-
powerment to set up the trips. Catts said 
Green Empowerment believes in a grass 
roots, ground-up approach to volunteerism. 

“They employ a grass roots, or bottom-
up strategy of development. Rather than 
coming into a community and saying ‘This 
is what we think you need,’ they collaborate 
with the communities and ask them what 
they think they need,” he said. 

Davis said this mirrors the approach and 
the goals of UI’s Alternative Service Breaks. 

“That’s very much what ASB believes in, 
you’re just working alongside the commu-
nity. You’re not going in and saving anyone,” 
Davis said.

Davis said one of the biggest aspects that 
lends itself to sustainable volunteering is in-

corporating the community in the effort.
In Nicaragua, Catts helped install solar 

panels. He said several community leaders 
helped install the panels, which in turn edu-
cated the community on the maintenance 
and upkeep of the technology.

“I think it is a responsible method of 
development, because it creates long-term 
effects,” Catts said.

Davis said she had a similar experience 
when she volunteered in the Philippines. 

“When I was in the Philippines, a 
lot of the experts on the water technol-
ogy were people from that community 
and live there. That made all the differ-
ence because Green Empowerment and 
the ASB team are not going to be there 
forever, and they’re certainly not as quali-

fied as they are,” she said. 
Davis said this is important because 

when the volunteers leave, there are still ed-
ucated, invested people in the community.

Volunteering is one way to combat 
the savior complex, Davis said. Another, 
simpler way is just focusing on education. 
She said before a student goes on a volunteer 
trip, they should educate themselves on the 
culture of the people they’re going to see and 
about healthy volunteerism practices.

“Realizing that you’re just one person 
going to support a cause, going into that trip 
with that mindset helps,” Davis said.

Carly Scott 
can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu
 or on Twitter @Idaho_Scotty
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ASUI Vice President Kelsy Briggs said 
joining ASUI was the one of best choices 
she could have made in her 
collegiate career.

Briggs said she got involved 
with ASUI as a freshman after 
hearing the then vice presi-
dent, Sarah Vetsmany, speak 
about the organization and all 
of its opportunities.

Briggs said she talked directly with 
Vetsmany about joining because she 
thought her age and lack of experience 
was a deal breaker. However, she said 
Vetsmany told her, “What’s the worst 
thing that could happen — you don’t get 
it? So what, then you try again next year.”

Briggs said she decided to give it a shot 

after the conversation with Vetsmany and 
ended up with a position on the executive 
side that year and was, ultimately, hooked 
on ASUI after that, becoming the vice 
president two years later. 

Briggs said she encour-
ages students to take the same 
leap she did three years prior 
because again, “What’s the 
worst thing that can happen?”

“ASUI for me has been a 
fabulous experience, not only 

has it created great friendships, but it has 
given me connections across the universi-
ty into the Moscow community, as well as 
the Idaho legislature,” Briggs said. “I really 
don’t see a negative side to it.”

Olivia Heersink
 can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu
 or on Twitter @heersinkolivia
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Hunter Funk, a UI student studying 
broadcasting and digital media, entered her 
film, “Girls Academy,” into the festival.

Funk captured footage of her sorority 
hosting a retreat for girls at Moscow Middle 
School. The retreat, called Girls Inspiring 
Respect Leadership and Service (GIRLS), 
focuses on building self-confidence and 
leadership skills through different activities 
and workshops.

Funk said she loved watching her film on 
the big screen in front of an audience.

“I couldn’t stop smiling,” Funk said. “The re-
action from the crowd and the mood it put in the 
room was amazing. I’m honestly still smiling.”

Friday night was the third time Moscow’s 
LunaFest featured local films. Lysa Salsbury, 
the director of the Women’s Center, said 
the center wanted to give local filmmakers 
a chance to share their talent in front of a 
large audience, because renting a theater 
can be expensive. 

While there are a few festivals in town 
open to local submissions, Salsbury said 
these must go through a jury process. At 
Moscow’s LunaFest, Salsbury said they show 
nearly all the films submitted and align with 
LunaFest’s message, opening the opportunity 
to many local artists.

“It’s always been a community event, 
a feel-good event,” Salsbury said. “That 
feels good for people to support because 
they are supporting their friends and their 
neighbors.”

Salsbury said LunaFest is an impor-
tant event for Moscow to support because 

women are underrepresented in the film in-
dustry at all levels. She said women make up 
less than 10 percent of producers and direc-
tors in the industry.

Even the content of films themselves lack 
a female perspective, Salsbury said. Refer-
encing the Bechdel-Wallace Test, she said 
most mainstream films never have scenes 
where two female protagonists are talking 
about something besides a man.

“That’s the product of male filmmakers, 
which makes this event so important,” Salsbury 
said. “We need to highlight women’s work, 
raise it up, give it an audience and celebrate it.”

Claire Manley, a UI student, attended 
LunaFest for the second time this year. She 
said the film that most struck her was “Free 
to Laugh.” The short film was a documentary 
telling the stories of women who had been 
incarcerated in prison and participated in a 
stand-up comedy workshop.

“When they said the crimes they did, I 
immediately judged them at first,” Manley 
said. “But when I heard their stories, I got a 
whole new perspective and they seemed like 
completely new people. It showed me that 
laughter really is the cure to everything.”

Salsbury described the night as a “cel-
ebration.”

“A lot of the work we do at the Women’s 
Center can be very heavy and difficult, 
focused on bringing awareness to the hard-
ships and challenges of women,” Salsbury 
said. “This night is always so positive and 
upbeat, and we need that. We need a reason 
to celebrate.”

Taryn Hadfield 
can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu
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For more news 
content, visit 

uiargonaut.com
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Idaho seniors end 
regular season on a 
high note 

page 6

Diamond Koloski | Argonaut
Junior Kendall Gray has learned to balance the hectic life of a Big Sky Conference collegiate athlete and the class load of a mechanical engineering major. 

woMen’s golf woMen’s tennis 

woMen’s golf

For more sports 
content, visit 

thevandalnation.com

VN

leading by example
  

Colton Clark
The Argonaut

For student athletes, time to focus on 
school is limited, so choosing a major is 
challenging. 

Some student athletes, like junior 
Kendall Gray, have a high probability of 
becoming a professional but also put them-
selves through an intense time in school.

Gray said she plans to graduate with a me-
chanical engineering degree by spring 2019. 

Because golf is a full time job, Gray 
will finish her last year of golf eligibility in 
2018 but remain at the University of Idaho 
for an extra year in order to accomplish 
her goal.

Golf is a love of hers, like baking and her 
kitten, Lucy, but it requires multiple hours 
per week to consistently shoot under par.

Despite the perception of golf being a 
peaceful, methodical sport, Gray’s sched-

ule is none of the sort. She must have all of 
her classes done by 12:30, because Idaho’s 
course is not open yet, the team must take 
a van to Lewiston to get the daily four-
hour practice in. Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings are mandatory team workouts, 
which means Gray has to wake up to exer-
cise at 6:45 a.m.

Her major does not make it any easier. 
Gray has three hours worth of engineer-
ing classes each morning. After the team 
returns home from Lewiston around 5 p.m. 
each day, she uses the little free time she has 
to finish homework.

Tournaments are between two to four 
days long, and there are at least two tour-
naments a month. The NCAA also allows a 
maximum of 20 hours of practice per week 
for every golf team, and odds are every golf 
team uses every hour.

So why choose a major like mechanical 
engineering? Gray has her reasons.

“My dad works at Boeing in Seattle so I’ve 
always liked math and science,” Gray said. 
“I really just wanted to challenge myself. It’s 
really tough with a sport.”

Gray said her father has 
been the role-model in her life, 
pushing her to be successful. 
She said he introduced her to 
golf when they were living in 
Fife, Washington.

“I was six when my dad first 
took me to the driving range,” Gray said. “At 
first, he didn’t want to go because he thought 
I’d run around and be crazy but then he said 
‘Wow, you have a nice swing,’ so we decided 
to keep going.”

She said she was hooked after that — 
with a driving range only a short distance 
from her home, she took her small set of 
clubs and practiced almost every day.

 “My favorite tournament was in Las 
Vegas last fall, when I shot 67 for the 
first time — my lowest round ever and 
in competition,” Gray said. “Apparently, 
my parents were watching the live-stream 
and my dad was freaking out, yelling 
‘Kendall’s five-under now’ and calling my 
mom every hole.”

Gray is now a teacher and leader of the 
team, one of the two “team moms,” as Idaho 

head coach Lisa Johnson de-
scribed her and her roommate, 
senior Amy Hasenoehrl. Being 
one of the only two upperclass-
men of the eight golfers on the 
team, Gray said she takes respon-
sibility for making sure the un-

derclassmen are doing their best. Her favor-
ite benefit of the team are the great friends 
she has made in her teammates. But Kendall 
does not mind acting as a mentor, whether 
by making sure they are not late or simply 
helping wherever she can.

“Kendall tends to be more of the serious 
type of leader. She’s going to lead by example 
but she’s always very encouraging of all her 
teammates,” Johnson said. “She always puts 
the team ahead of herself. She does a terrific 
job for us.”

Gray said she plans on attending the 
LPGA’s qualifying tournament Q-School. 
Her ultimate goal is to compete at a profes-
sional level once she graduates. 

Colton Clark
 can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

 Junior Kendall Gray looks for 
incredible future success

Vandals rebound
Brandon Hill

Argonaut

The Idaho women’s tennis team escaped the 
snowy weather over the weekend and headed east 
to take on two opponents in Wyoming.

First, the Vandals fell 5-2 to the Wyoming Cow-
girls Friday. Idaho fell to Wyoming 1-6 in February 
during the first game of the spring season.

Idaho bounced back Saturday, defeating Hast-
ings College. 

Wyoming got out to an early lead in doubles 
play. Sophomore Marianna Petrei and junior Lucia 
Badillos defeated Tessa van Der Ploeg and Elisa 
Koonik 6-1. Freshman Jessica Brzozowska and 
senior Claire Yang fell in the next match, bringing 
the doubles score 1-1.

With the opening point on the line, it was up to 
sophomore Maria Tavares and junior Ana Batiri to 
keep Idaho from suffering an early deficit. However, 
the two Vandals failed to defeat Dorottya Jonas and 
Ana Tkachenko. 

The Cowgirls extended their lead heading into 
the singles matches. Jones earned another quick 
victory, defeating Brzozowska 6-2, 6-2. 

Petrei, the Big Sky Player of the Week, earned 
her sixth singles win in a row Magdalena Stencel. 

Badillos did her best to tie the match at 2-2, 
but van Der Ploeg came out on top in a contested 

back-and-forth. 
Tavares saved the Vandals from an early loss by 

beating Milka Genkova in a tie-breaking set 6-1. 
Tkachenko finally put the nail in the coffin by 

beating Yang 6-1, 6-3 on court No. 6. 
The next day, the Vandals faced Hastings 

College. The smaller, Nebraska based school proved 
no match for Idaho. The Vandals cruised past the 
Broncos 7-0. 

In a change of pace, Idaho jumped out to an 
early lead in doubles. The Vandals swept all three 
matches, and no team gave up more than one point. 

Badillos earned Idaho’s second point of the day 
after she beat Christy Baily in two 6-0 sets, setting a 
trend for the rest of the matches. 

Tavares also won in a blowout match, as did Br-
zozowska. Petrei, normally the Vandals’ most dom-
inant and consistent player, was the only one of 
her teammates to drop a game. After a convincing 
6-0 win in the first set, she lost two games against 
Kelsey Brown in the second. However, Petrei still 
came out on top, winning the second set 6-2.

The win put Petrei at 9-1 on the season in singles. 
Yang and Batiri closed out the day with two 

blowout matches of their own. 
Idaho sits atop the Big Sky Conference, followed 

by Northern Arizona and Montana State. 
The Vandals get back to conference competition 

against Eastern Washington March 8 in Cheney. 
Brandon Hill

 can be reach at 
arg-sports@uidaho.edu

 or on Twitter @brandonmtnhill

Idaho fell to the Cowgirls for
a second time this season

Top-Flight
Colton Clark 

Argonaut
The Idaho women’s golf team 

shined bright in California at the 
Gold Rush tournament in Seal 
Beach Monday and Tuesday. 

Sophomore Sophie Hausmann 
finished first in the second tour-
nament, shooting a 12-under-par 
204. The Vandals finished third 
of 14.

“In the second-round, our ball-
striking improved and we made 
even more birdies,” Idaho head 
coach Lisa Johnson said before the 
third round of the play. “I’m ex-
tremely pleased with how well we 
look coming out of winter.”

Hausmann carded a 2-under-
par 70 to finish the first round in 
a tie for second place. At the one-
seed for eventual tournament 
champions, San Jose State senior 
My Leander shot a 3-under-par 69 
in round one to take the slight lead.

Leander shot a 3-under-par 69 
in each of the three rounds to finish 
in second place. 

Hausmann carded an eagle on 
the sixth hole, a 473-yard par-5, 
and came in with a 7-under-par 
65 to edge out Leander by three 
strokes in the third round.

As a team, Idaho finished with 
880 total, only three strokes behind 
second-place BYU. Three Vandals 
placed in the top-20, shooting 
under par in five of the nine rounds 
between them.

Sophomore Michelle Kim fin-
ished her first round at par, tied 
for seventh place. Kim recorded a 
75 on both the second and third 
days. She finished the tourna-
ment tied for 13th with a 6-over-
par 222.

Freshman Clara Moyano ended 
just two strokes behind Kim at 224. 
Moyano finished 9-over-par after 
round two, but a 1-under-par 71 to 
finish out the tournament lifted her 
to a tie for 19th place.

The Vandals look to remain hot 
in warm weather as they travel to 
the Kaneohe Klipper golf course 
in sunny Kailua, Honolulu for the 
Dr. Donnis Thompson Invitational 
tournament March 14-15.

Colton Clark
 can be reached at

 arg-sports@uidaho.edu

Vandal women’s golf team 
place third at Gold Rush 
tournament
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ConfuCius institute  
Movie night

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM - doors open at 6:30PM

Featured at the Kenworthy - 508 S Main St, Moscow 

More info - www.uidaho.edu/class/confucius-institute/events
movie-night

FREE ADMISSION

Ocean  
Heaven 

January 11

My Old  
Classmate
February 8 

 Underdog 
Knight
March 8

Hero
april 12

SAVING LIVES EVERY DAY
DONATE PLASMA TO SAVES LIVES AND EARN MONEY!

NEW DONOR SPECIAL
1st DONATION-$30
2nd DONATION-$60

Earn up to $300 A MONTH!
320 E Main St. Pullman, WA 99163

More Information: (509)715-1090

For more sports 
content, visit 

thevandalnation.com
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Leslie Kiebert | Argonaut
Senior guard Agueda Trujillo fights for a loose ball in Cowan Spectrum on Friday 
against Southern Utah University.

coMMEntArywoMEn’s bAskEtbAll

sealing the deal

Meredith Spelbring

Argonaut

The Vandals played their final game 
of the regular season in the Cowan Spec-
trum, where they put away another win, 
defeating Southern Utah 76-61. 

For some Vandals it was more than the 
last game of the regular season — it was 
the last regular season game as a Vandal. 

Seniors Karlee Wilson and Agueda 
Trujillo were honored to kick off the game. 

Idaho head coach Jon Newlee said he 
liked the way the team played to send off 
the seniors.

“I think they did a great job,” Newlee 
said. “I think they rallied around, you 
know (Wilson) obviously had a great 
night tonight, it’s a good way to go out as 
a senior. Everybody wants their seniors to 
go out with a win and I think everybody 
realized again they are going to have to 
play a little harder than they were playing 
in those first couple of minutes, if we 
wanted to beat this team.”

The Thunderbirds struck first to kick 
off the game, taking an early 6-0 lead. The 
Vandals gave up a lot of rebounds in the 
opening minutes, allowing Southern Utah 
to take control of scoring. 

The game began to turn the Vandals 
way after junior post Geraldine McCorkell 
knocked down a clean 3-pointer to put 
Idaho on the board. 

A 3-point shot from sophomore 
guard Taylor Pierce pushed the home 
team up 13-12. Idaho held the advantage 
for the remainder of the quarter and into 
the second. 

Idaho held control of the game with 
help from McCorkell, who put up seven 
points in the early second quarter, pushing 
the margin out to 28-23. The Thunderbirds 
battled back to bring it within three with 
less than two minutes to the break, but a 
long three from Pierce gave the Vandals a 
33-29 lead in the first half. 

McCorkell came out for the bulk of the 
Idaho offense, putting up 12 points in her 
14 minutes off the bench. 

Idaho head coach Jon Newlee said he 
thought the team started slow but picked 

the pace up to send the seniors out on a 
good note. 

“I thought we started out pretty slug-
gish,” Newlee said. “Again, it was kind of 
like Thursday where after the timeout, 
we talked about picking up our effort and 
our energy and I thought from that point 
forward we did a much better job, you 
know, as a group.”

Wilson said the team backed her in 
achieving her personal record-setting night. 

“I think my teammates did a great job 
of finding me,” Wilson said. “Most teams 
put a lot of emphasis on like Geri, Taylor 
and Mikayla, so they were really helping 
off me tonight particularly, and Brooke. 
So, they did a really good job of finding 
us. We were knocking down our shots, 
moving the ball really well in the second 
half. My team gave me a lot of confidence 
at half to just keep shooting, I mean they 
were all cheering me on so I had to do it 
for my team.”

In the closing 10 minutes of the game, 
Vandals fought for each rebound and 
score. Wilson made back-to-back trips to 
the free throw line, where she added an 
extra five points to her career-high 20-
point game. She was pulled off the court 
for the remainder of the game, but not 
before a warm round of applause from the 
senior’s fanbase. The Idaho bench finished 
off the game before they won out 76-61. 

Wilson finished her final home game as 
a Vandal with a career-high 20 points and 
eight rebounds in her 30 minutes of play. 
Yet she wasn’t the only Vandal to finish 
with top marks. McCorkell, Pierce and 
Reilly all finished in the double-digit point 
range. McCorkell put up 16 points and 
eight rebounds, Reilly with 11 points and 
five rebounds and Pierce with 13 points. 

The Southern Utah offense was head-
lined by Jessica Richardson with 17 points. 

Newlee said they are ready to play in 
the exciting and unpredictable Big Sky 
Conference. 

“Oh, we feel good,” Newlee said. “I 
mean again, it’s cliche but everybody 
is starting 0-0 out in Reno and it’s any-
body’s game out there, man, anybody’s 
game 1-12.”

The Big Sky Conference tournament 
kicks off March 6 in Reno, Nevada. 

Meredith Spelbring 
can be reached at 

arg-sports@uidaho.edu

Idaho pulls off a big win against 
Southern Utah on the seniors’
final home game

Senior stand out
Zack Ozuna 

Argonaut 

The Idaho women’s basketball team’s 
regular season came to a close Friday with 
an 86-83 win against Southern Utah. But 
for seniors’ point guard Karlee Wilson and 
guard Agueda Trujillo, the game had a dif-
ferent meaning. 

It was the last time Wilson and Trujillo 
would play for the Vandals at the Cowan 
Spectrum. Four seasons of playing in front 
of an energetic Idaho crowd are in the past, 
replaced by four years of memories.

It’s not easy saying goodbye, but 
Wilson and Trujillo must feel gratified to 
end their final regular season at home and 
as winners. 

Before the game, Wilson and Trujillo 
were the main attraction. The seniors were 
honored prior to the game, with family 
and friends present for a ceremony. Once 
the lights shut off, the introductions began.

Wilson was the first player introduced. 
The crowd’s cheers grew louder 
as she made her way from the 
bench to the court. A cardboard 
cutout of Wilson’s face was even 
in the crowd. Tonight would be 
special.

When Trujillo was an-
nounced, the crowd did not 
lack enthusiasm. She came off the bench, 
acknowledged her fellow teammates and 
engaged in a well-crafted handshake. 

The lights lit up again. For the last 
time, these seniors took the court in front 
of their home crowd. Someone cued the 
Idaho fight song. 

Southern Utah opened on an 8-0 run; 
everyone seemed to wait for the Vandals 

to hit their stride. The team’s start was not 
ideal, but great things take time.

With the opening quarter nearly in the 
books, Idaho made its way back to claim 
a 13-12 lead. The lead was then extended 
to 16-12, following a clutch 3-pointer by, 
who other than, Wilson. From there, her 
night began. 

As a guard, its Wilson’s job to command 
the game. So, it was only fitting that she 
would have one of her best games on this 
honorary night.  

On the offensive side of the ball, Wilson 
had eight assists and scored a season-high 
20 points. Even if she wasn’t assisting on 
the play, she was often somehow involved.  

Wilson’s eight rebounds tied a season-
high, and her defensive game added an 
even more threatening element. There 
was not much Wilson didn’t do in the 
Idaho victory.

The amount of contact a basketball 
player can handle is constantly tested on a 
charging foul. It must be a frightening re-
alization knowing that an inevitable crash 
into the hardwood floor awaits. 

Wilson took a charge during the second 
half that surely challenged the amount of 

contact she could handle. Team-
mates rushed to her assistance. 
She rose from the floor and 
walked it off. 

As the game came to an end, 
head coach Jon Newlee substi-
tuted Wilson out of the game. 

She made her way to the bench, and the 
crowd gave her a standing ovation. 

The regular season may be complete, 
but the Big Sky Conference begins March 
6. The Vandals enter the conference tour-
nament as the fifth seed. 

Zack Ozuna can 
be reached at

 arg-sports@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @OzunaZack21

Senior had stellar performances 
in last home game

Follow us on Instagram
      @uiargonaut 
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All-You-Can-Eat Daily Lunch Buffet And 
Happy Hour 7 Days A Week! 

smokymountainpizza.com

Apply online at kuoi.org or stop into 
the station on the third floor of the 

Bruce Pitman Center. For more info 
email bschaake@uidaho.edu

Curious about 
broadcast 

media? KUOI is 
looking for 
new DJs!

Love music? 

oPinion MEn’s baskEtball

For more sports 
content, visit 

thevandalnation.com
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climbing to the top

Growing up, all of my friends had 
their own sport they dedicated their time 
to — I always wanted that. I found rock 
climbing in seventh grade. 

I went to visit a small gym in the 
Portland suburbs and after several 
minutes of talking with the coach I was 
sucked in. I practiced three days a week 
and found my way into the gym 
anytime I could. I climbed for 
five years as a member of the 
competitive team. 

I was always eager to share 
my sport. I loved taking people 
with me and showing them the 
ropes, literally. Yet surprisingly, I 
struggled to find others outside of 
the gym who were willing to go 
give it a try with me. 

It is only in the past several years that 
climbing seems to have boomed. Many 
college kids arrive on campus in the fall 
and almost immediately take to the wall. 
People I never could convince to go sud-
denly mastered the lingo associated with 
the sport and started hitting the gym five 
days a week. 

Given the recent spike in popularity, 
it makes sense that there has been a big 
push to add climbing on the interna-
tional stage. 

This sport was one of new games added 
to the upcoming Tokyo 2020 Olympics. 

This leads many people wondering 
how Olympians would compete in rock 
climbing. Often, the initial assumption is 
by speed, which, depending on the venue, 
is not entirely 100 percent wrong. 

In rock climbing clubs across the 
country, a normal competition has several 
three-hour time slots, where climbers can 
ascend and compete on their own sched-
ule. Different routes are worth different 
point values. 

But it will look a bit different in 
2020. Each country will be represented 
by four athletes — two male and two 
females. These athletes will compete 

over the span of four days, where the 
climbers will compete in sport climb-
ing, bouldering and speed climbing. 
The medals will be given to the climb-
ers who perform the best overall in the 
three different categories. 

But why now? Climbing is a sport 
that has been around for long time, yet 
it is just gaining attention. This is at least 
in part due to increasing accessibility. It 
used to be that climbers could easily ac-
cess outdoor climbing spots, yet in recent 
years the indoor climbing gym has been 
converting people from rock to plastic. 

The majority of younger climb-
ers even get their start on plastic 
— myself included. 

It makes it easier. You can be 
a part of an outdoorsy sport and 
live in the middle of a metropoli-
tan area. 

According to the Climbing 
Business Journal, commercial 
climbing gym growth went up 

10.9 percent from 2012 to 2013. The 
growth spiked in 2015 with the addition 
of 37 new gyms across the country for a 
grand total of 414 commercial climbing 
gyms nationwide. 

I see more and more people around 
me with climbing gear and parapher-
nalia and the 2020 games are still three 
years away. 

I pulled back from the sport after 
several years. I climbed so much and for 
so long, I began to forget why I loved it 
in the first place. But after watching the 
dozens of climbers come from around the 
area to compete in the Palouse Climbing 
festival, I began to remember why I was 
drawn to it in the first place. 

Climbing forces an athleete to get 
stronger physically and mentally. It is a 
puzzle on the wall — it exercises the body 
and mind. As cliche as it sounds, I cannot 
think of a better way to explain the sport 
in simple terms. 

I am not one to bandwagon but maybe 
it is time for me to jump back on with a 
sport that only continues to grow. 

Meredith Spelbring
 can be reached at

 arg-sports@uidaho.edu

As the 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
draws closer, its newest sport in 
rock climbing grows in popularity

Meredith Spelbring

Argonaut

Ready for Reno
Vandals seal fourth seed position 
heading into playoffs following a 
win against Southern Utah 

Meredith Spelbring
Argonaut

Idaho finished its regular season with 
a win at Southern Utah, defeating the 
Thunderbirds 84-75. Following the win, 
Vandals secured a fourth-seed position 
and will kick off the tournament against 
No. 5 seed Montana.

Idaho head coach Don Verlin said he 
is proud of the way the team has fought 
through the season.

“I thought our ball moved 
extremely well,” Verlin said.   “I 
could not be more proud of these 
guys. When we started this deal at 
1-3, you would’ve never thought 
we’d be 12-6. We had one heck of 
a run and it’s just a tribute to the 
guys in the locker room.”

Verlin said the successful season is due 
in part to the friendships on the team. 

“They’ve gotten tough, they’ve gotten 
together, they’ve worked like crazy,” 
Verlin said. “The thing I like about this 
team, probably better than any other team 
I’ve had here, is that they really like each 
other. They care about each other, and 
that’s going to give us a chance to win the 
Big Sky Tournament.”

The Vandals struggled as both teams 
fought for the lead. The opening half of 
the game held nine of the 14 lead changes 
throughout the game. A good layup from 
junior forward Arkadiy Mkrtychyan kick-
started the game scoring to give Idaho an 
early two-point lead. But it didn’t last long. 

The lead was quickly stolen by South-
ern Utah just a minute later. It continued to 
go back and forth for the remainder of the 
half until another layup from Mkrtychyan 
tied the game at 25-25, with a little more 
than two minutes left to play. 

Junior guard Victor Sanders pushed the 
Vandals up with a clean three-point shot to 
go ahead 28-25. Idaho was able to hold on 

to finish the half with a 37-29 advantage. 
Mkrtychyan finished with the bulk of 

the Idaho offense with 11 points and two 
rebounds. 

Verlin said the defense stepped up to 
pull off the win.

“I thought our defense finally wore them 
down,” Verlin said.  “We played a defense 
we hadn’t seen in a while, I thought that 
kind of threw us out of our rhythm a little 
bit, but … we didn’t lose our defense. They 
had a couple of seniors step up and make 
some big shots, but I thought our defense 
was solid tonight, to say the least.”

Idaho held control for the majority of 
the second half but then Southern Utah 
took over just five minutes into the half. 

The score continued to bounce 
back and forth before a 7-0 
Vandal run half-way through 
the final 20 minutes to reclaim 
the top spot. Idaho fought 
through the rest of the game, 
expanding the advantage to as 

many as 16 points. 
The Thunderbirds pulled it within nine 

points but were not able to recover allowing 
the Vandals to finish the game with a win. 

Sanders lead the charge with 22 points, 
seven rebounds and five assists. Following 
the win in Utah, Sanders becomes the 12th 
all-time scorer in program history with a 
total of 1148 points. 

Mkrtychyan had a career night with 
21 points for a new record and eight total 
rebounds. Junior guard Chad Sherwood 
rounded out the double-digit club with 13 
points on the game. 

Verlin said Mkrtychyan performed a 
great game with some assistance from 
his teammates. 

“Great game for Ark,” Verlin said. “We 
knew he had to be really good tonight. Our 
guys did a good job of getting the ball 
down low to him. I thought Ark did a 
very nice job of scoring the basketball, no 
question about it.”

Vandals begin the Big Sky Tournament 
against Montana Thursday in Reno.  

Meredith Spelbring can be reached at 
arg-sports@uidaho.edu
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Mental health needs 
more funding and  
support. 
Read our view. 
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Kaitlyn Krasselt
Argonaut

A Moscow woman spent years wrapping 
herself and her car in tin foil, battling police 
and convincing herself the government was 
spying on her through her electronics and 
wall sockets. She often would live in her car 
to escape the paranoia.

 Lt. Paul Kwiatkowski of the Moscow 
Police Department remembers the 

woman, diagnosed paranoid-schizo-
phrenic, and said when she had her 

illness under control she was a 
productive and reasonable 

member of society. But 
when she wasn’t, 

Short on support
special report

Ryan Tarinelli
Argonaut

Three candidates for the open 
dean of students position will visit 
campus this week to interview for 
the job and present at an open forum.

Candidates will be on campus 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, and 
all open forums will be held from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Whitewater 
room of the Idaho Commons.

Former Dean of Students Craig 
Chatriand resigned in March after 
about two months in the position, 
following the retirement of longtime 
Dean of Students Bruce Pitman. 

Blaine Eckles is the associate 
dean of students at Boise State 

University and will be on campus 
Tuesday, followed by Ryan Greene, 
director of the International 
Student Center at Seattle Univer-
sity, who will give a presentation at 
an open forum Wednesday.

Neil Cohen, who currently 
serves as associate vice president 
for Student Affairs/Student Life 
at Broward College in Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida, will be the last 
candidate to make his pitch for 
the position at an open forum 
session Friday.

As associate dean at BSU, 
Eckles manages disciplinary hear-
ings, coordinates Title IX inves-
tigations and oversees academic 
integrity processes. 

In the position, Eckles also 
serves as chair for the Campus As-
sessment, Resource and Education 
(CARE) team, which aims to find 
solutions to dangerous behaviors 

on campus.
Although Eckles has been a 

Bronco since 1997, he received 
his doctorate in adult, organiza-
tional learning and leadership 
from University of Idaho Boise 
in 2011.

Before beginning his associate 
dean position in 2011, Eckles was 
the director of the Office of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities at BSU, 
a position he held for six years.

As director, Eckles developed 
the overall vision for the office 
and oversaw student conduct 
proceedings, which included the 
resolution of over 400 disciplin-
ary cases a year. 

While at BSU, Eckles has also 
served as associate director of 
Student Affairs, student conduct 
officer, special services coordinator 

Finding a dean of students
administration

Three dean of students 
candidates give 
presentations this week

asui

Mary Malone
Argonaut

If the bills proposed by 
ASUI President Nate Fisher 
at last week’s meeting 
pass through Senate on 
Wednesday, it would 
mean the end of mul-
tiple ASUI positions that 
Fisher said have become 
unnecessary to the op-
erations of ASUI.

The four proposed 
bills, if passed, would eliminate 
the director of sustainability and 
community relations coordina-
tor positions, as well as abolish 
the ASUI Recreation Board and 
most of the Idaho Commons 
and Union Board (ICUB).

“With all of these, we found 
that these positions and some 
of these boards were a little bit 
unnecessary and they’re often 
filling services that already exist,” 
Fisher said. “It seems to me that 
ASUI positions can create some 
redundancy that inhibits effi-
ciency within government.” 

Fisher said the di-
rector of sustainability’s 
job is to work in con-
junction with the Uni-
versity of Idaho Sus-
tainability Center as a 
student liaison between 
ASUI and the Sustain-
ability Center, and to 

help with programming.
Fisher said the Sustainabil-

ity Center is good about putting 
on events without need or assis-
tance from ASUI, and he said the 

Fisher seeks efficiency
ASUI Senate to vote 
on eliminating 
multiple positions

Kaitlyn Krasselt
Argonaut

Moscow police respond to a 
call of someone acting strangely 
— wrapping themselves in tin 
foil, for example. 

When they arrive, it’s 
clear they are law enforce-
ment with their marked 
cars, uniforms and hol-
stered weapons. But in 
many cases, a crime hasn’t 
been committed, and of-
ficers are responding to 
provide assistance in a crisis and 
avert a tragedy.

“The thing is, they’re not a 
criminal,” Kwiatkowski said. 
“They’re a patient. They’re in crisis, 
they might be hearing voices or be 
in a state of paranoia, and it’s scary 

for them. We have to put 
them in handcuffs in the 
back of the car for our 
safety and theirs. They’re 
suffering from this illness, 
but they didn’t do any-
thing wrong, and now 
they feel like they did.”

Officers look for three 
things in a mental health crisis: Is 
the person an imminent danger 

to themself? Are they an immi-
nent danger to others? Or are they 
gravely disabled, meaning they 
cannot currently take care of their 
daily needs?

Kwiatkowski said if the answer 
to any of these questions is “Yes,” 
the person is taken into custody.

Once taken into custody, pa-
tients are transported to Gritman 
Medical Center, where they 
undergo a psychiatric evaluation. 
If patients are deemed by a doctor 
to be in a state of crisis — in other 
words, they haven’t recovered 
from their paranoia during the 

trip to the hospital — officers write 
a probable cause affidavit to hold 
patients for 24-72 hours in a hos-
pital for evaluation and care.

According to Gritman spokes-
man Eric Hollenbeck, the hospital 
hopes to add mental health and 
psychiatric services through a 
partnership in a new building they 
plan to construct at the corner of 
Jackson and South Main Streets.

But as of now, Gritman does 
not offer psychiatric services other 
than an emergency evaluation. As 
a result, the hospital is prohibited 
by law from housing mental health 

patients for the 24-72 hour period 
following the initial evaluation. 

So, patients are placed back in 
the hands of Moscow police offi-
cers, who are responsible for trans-
porting them to St. Joseph’s Re-
gional Medical Center in Lewiston, 
or if St. Joseph’s is full, to Kootenai 
Medical Center in Coeur d’Alene. 

Officers are also responsible for 
returning to retrieve patients at 
the end of their holding period.

For a department that may only 

When a crisis arises Care for mental health patients often 
falls to law enforcement in Idaho

Declines in state support 
for mental health services 
evident on the Palouse

SEE when, PAGE 5

SEE short, PAGE 5

SEE fisher, PAGE 5SEE finding, PAGE 5

Moscow police spent hours responding to 
mental health crisis calls for the woman.

“When she was on her meds, she was one 
of the most productive people I’ve ever met,” 
Kwiatkowski said. “But when you’re battling 
that type of illness, it’s a cycle. Often we see 
people who take their medication and think 
they’re healed so they stop taking it, then it’s 
just a downhill slide.”

Cases like this have become more 
common in the Moscow area in recent years, 
after statewide support for mental health was 
reduced in the early 2000s, and again follow-
ing the 2009 economic recession. The decline 
in support caused the Idaho Department of 
Health and Welfare (IDHW) to reduce state-
wide services for adult mental health pa-
tients, according to Ross Edmunds, admin-
istrator for behavioral health for the IDHW. 

Kwiatkowski said what used to be only 12 
or 13 cases a year turned into 50 or more calls 
related to mental health crises, not including 
calls related to suicide and depression. Kwi-
atkowski said the department struggles to 
keep up with the demand for assistance in 
such cases. 

This problem — the struggle to meet the 
growing demand for mental health resources 
— is one that plagues the community, as well 
as the University of Idaho and the rest of the 
state, and is one that won’t be easy to solve as 
need continues to increase.

Funding mental health
This year, for the first time since the eco-

nomic downturn that led to budget cuts in 
every department, the state made an invest-
ment in improving mental health services.

Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter request-
ed $1.52 million in state funding to start a 
second mental health crisis center in the 
northern part of the state to complement the 
one that already exists in Idaho Falls. Ulti-
mately, it is Otter’s goal to have a crisis center 
in all seven regions of Idaho.

Idaho lawmakers on both sides of the isle 
supported Otter’s request and appropriated 
$1.72 million for a North Idaho crisis center 
expected to open in Coeur d’Alene within 
six months.

“This is the state’s first large general fund 
investment in behavioral health in a number 
of years,” Edmunds said.

Edmunds said the behavioral health 
board for Region 2 (the five-county area 
that includes Moscow and Latah County) 
wrote a letter in support of the crisis center’s 
Coeur d’Alene location because although it 
is a different region, the city had already 
been working toward a plan for a mental 
health crisis center.

Often we see people 
who take their 

medication and think 
they’re healed so they 
stop taking it, then it’s 
just a downhill slide.

Paul Kwiatkowski, Moscow 
Police Lt. 

Fisher
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Police body cameras 
promote accountability. 
Read our view. 
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By the 
numbers

85% 
 of respondents believe 

body-worn cameras reduce 
false claims of police mis-

conduct and reduce likeli-
hood of litigation against 

the agency
 

85%
of respondents said they 

are familiar with body 
camera technology

 

77%
believe body cameras are 
more effective than in-car 

cameras
 

25%
said their agencies cur-
rently use body camera 

technology 

Source: A survey of 758 
state, local and federal law 

enforcement officers nation-
wide by PoliceOne and 

TASER International 

special RepoRt 

Hannah Shirley
Argonaut 

A state of emergency was de-
clared in Baltimore earlier this 
week following the funeral of 
Freddie Gray, who died in police 
custody in April. 

It was one uprising in a series 
of several that have caught the at-
tention of the nation since Michael 
Brown was shot and killed by Fer-
guson, Missouri police officer 
Darren Wilson last August. 

The events have brought na-
tional attention to a slew of issues, 
but one discussion that’s been 
pushed to the front of mainstream 
talking points is the use of body 
cameras by police officers. 

The debate has prompted police 
departments nationwide to examine 
their own programs, and while 
many more agencies are moving 
forward with updated technologies, 
University of Idaho law professor 
Don Burnett said body cameras on 
police officers is not a new idea. 

“The technology has been 
evolving for some time,” Burnett 
said. “Certainly highly publicized 
incidents have given greater public 

visibility to the issue, but my im-
pression is that law enforcement 
agencies have been studying this 
and not simply being spurred on 
by highly publicized events.” 

This is certainly true on the 
Palouse, where body cameras 
have been on the radar of both the 
Pullman and Moscow police de-
partments for several years. While 
the Pullman Police Department 
(PPD) has utilized body camera 
systems for a few years already, 
the Moscow Police Department 
(MPD) is in the early stages of 
planning for implementation. 

Criminal defense attorney Steve 
Martonick said he knows the value 

of good audiovisual technology 
from a police department when it 
comes to judicial proceedings.

“You just get so much from 
video you don’t get from audio,” 
Martonick said. “If the officer’s 
looking through the trunk, with 
just audio, you can’t see what he’s 
pulling out or where he’s looking, 
you just hear audio saying, ‘That’s 
mine, no, that’s not mine and you 
wouldn’t have a clue’ — video’s got 
a huge advantage.” 

Martonick said he recalls a time 
when Pullman police officers were 
occasionally more aggressive. In 
the last decade, he’s defended a 
student who was pepper sprayed 

in his driveway following a noise 
complaint, as well as a student who 
was tased after refusing to sit on 
the ground following an incident 
of vandalism, he said. 

Martonick said he thinks the 
largest-scale incident happened 
in 2007, when police officers used 
pepper spray in a Pullman dance 
club, affecting approximately 
300 people and resulting in a $22 
million class action lawsuit. The 
officers were ultimately cleared 
of all civil-rights violations and 
issued an apology to all innocent 
victims, he said.

Capturing 
interactions 
on camera

Ryan Tarinelli
Argonaut

It’s going to be a summer of 
change for University of Idaho’s 
upper administration.

The position of vice president 
of finance and admin-
istration will be split 
into two positions this 
summer to form the 
vice president for infra-
structure and vice presi-
dent of finance.

“We can be better 
in each of these areas 
by aligning the skill 
sets and the right people to 
do the job,” said UI President 
Chuck Staben.

The reorganization comes 
after Ron Smith, current vice 
president of finance and admin-
istration, announced in Febru-
ary he would step down to teach 
accounting in the College of 
Business and Economics. 

The newly created vice 
president for infrastructure 
will oversee the Office of Public 
Safety and Security, Risk Man-
agement and Insurance, Facili-
ties and the Real Estate Office, 
among other departments.

To create the finance posi-

tion, Staben said the Office of 
Planning and Budget would be 
consolidated with the financial 
side of the division of finance 
and administration. 

Among the last major or-
ganizational changes, Staben 

said Institutional Re-
search and Assessment 
would be moved from 
the Office of Planning 
and Budget to the pro-
vost’s office. 

“I think institution-
al research, could be 
in a number of places, 

but works very effectively 
under a provost,” Staben said.

Staben selected Dan Ewart, 
who currently serves as assis-
tant vice president and chief 
information officer, for the 
vice president for infrastruc-
ture position. 

Staben said Ewart would 
focus on project management, 
while the vice president of 
finance would serve as a chief 
financial officer for the univer-
sity, overseeing both finance 
and budget operations. 

Changing up 
departments

administRation
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Corrin Bond
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When the Indo-Australian tec-
tonic plate pushed itself further 
into the Eurasia plate, it created an 
earthquake that not only devastated 
a country, but also was felt around 
the globe, said Susov Dhakal, a Ph.D. 
candidate at the University of Idaho.

The 7.8 magnitude earthquake, 
which struck Nepal last Saturday, 
killed more than 5,000 people, and re-
sponders are continuing to find fatali-

ties as cleanup efforts more forward. 
Dhakal, who is from Nepal and 

is finishing his doctorate degree 
in neuroscience, said of Nepal’s 
26 million citizens, about 10,000 
have been injured and more than 
8 million have been affected by 
the earthquake.

“The earthquake did not just do 
damage to one town or devastate 
one village,” Dhakal said. “Everyone 
across all of Nepal has been affected 
by this tragedy.”

The earthquake, which was 
centered in the Nepalese district 
of Ghorka, impacted neighboring 
countries as well and Dhakal said 
there have been reported deaths in 

India and China. 
Bhanu Bhattarai, current presi-

dent of the Nepal Student Asso-
ciation (NSA), said NSA is working 
hard to raise awareness of the dev-
astation caused by the earthquake as 
well as to raise relief funds.  

Part of the NSA’s efforts will 
include a candlelight vigil to mourn 
the lives that have been lost. The 
vigil, titled “Solidarity for Earth-
quake Victims in Nepal: Candlelight 
vigil and earthquake awareness” will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Friend-
ship Square in downtown Moscow. 

Raising awareness for relief
stUdent liFe

SEE raising, PAGE 4
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During dead week, most Uni-
versity of Idaho students focus on 
finishing last-minute projects and 
studying for final exams, but on 
Tuesday they have the chance to 
set everything aside for an evening 
of musical entertainment. 

This year’s Finals Fest features 

Chance the Rapper, an up-and-coming 
Chicago rap and hip-hop artist known 
for his 2013 mix tape, “Acid Rap.” 

“He has an interesting vocal 
sound, for one, it’s not very main-
stream,” said Lauren Pinney, Vandal 
Entertainment board chair. “He 
doesn’t really do radio … He, from 
what I’ve seen, kind of strays away 
from the mainstream rap and has 
this interesting mix of live instru-
ments, like he has a lot of old school 
instruments combined with a hip 
hop sound.”

Pinney said members of VE 
chose Chance because they thought 

he would appeal to students. 
 “We had heard a lot about that 

name, a lot of buzz about him and 
he was definitely in our price range,” 
she said. “Picking him, it was defi-
nitely reflective of what we believed 
the students want, and we still 
believe that.” 

Pinney said the concert will 
open with a rapper named Boogie, 
who was recommended by Chance’s 
agency. She said the two have 
similar sounds, and should be a 
good combination.

An entertaining evening
Finals Fest 

SEE entertaining, PAGE 4

VP of finance and administration position divided

Staben

Yishan Chen | argonaut
Pullman Police Officer Shane Emerson wears a body camera in Pullman Wednesday. Pullman police have used the technology for two years. 

Nepal Student Association 
aims to aid relief efforts after 
earthquake strikes Nepal

Vandal Entertainment 
brings Chance the Rapper to 
campus Tuesday night

Local law enforcement 
explore body cameras
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Sue Storey, house director of Alpha 
Phi sorority, said while there are many 
benefits to being house director, her 
favorite part of the job is the eclectic 
mix of personalities she comes into 
contact with every day.

“The most rewarding part of my job 
is meeting all of these young women,” 
she said. “They’re all just so weird.”

Storey has been watching over the 

members of Alpha Phi with a keen 
sense of humor and an extensive 
knowledge of the Greek system for 
four years.

Storey, who was in a sorority when 
she was an undergraduate at the Uni-
versity of Idaho, said she first became 
a house director because she was 
looking for a way to give back to the 
system that supported her as a student.

“I moved out of the area for about 
45 years, and when I returned there 

was an open position for house di-
rector at the university,” Storey said. 
“I had such a wonderful experience 
with the Greek system as a student I 
thought, ‘Why not apply?’”

Storey said while there are many 
rewarding aspects of being a house di-
rector, the job comes with numerous 
challenges as well.

Jessica Blain
Argonaut

While the moms of University 
of Idaho students may be thrilled 
to see their child go off to college 
and chase their dreams, it can be a 
struggle letting go. 

The Office of Alumni Relations 
believes the courage and support 
Vandal moms exhibit is deserving 
of celebration.

According to Jessica Greene, 
co-chairwoman of the student 
committee for Moms’ Weekend, 
dedicating a weekend to students’ 
moms is a great chance to show off 
the Moscow community. 

UI’s motherly 
managers

MoMs’ weekend

Sorority house directors 
serve as a stabilizing 
force for students

Moms take 
Moscow
Friday kicks off 2015 
Moms’ Weekend

Daphne Jackson | Argonaut
Sue Storey (middle), the house director for Alpha Phi, talks with Alpha Phi 
members Savanah Boone (left) and Kaity Harness (right) outside their house 
Wednesday.  Storey has been a house director since 2011.

SEE moms, PAGE 8

SEE motherly, PAGE 8
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The Idaho State Board 
of Education (SBOE) 
unanimously approved the 
lowest tuition and fee in-
crease for the University of 
Idaho in more than a decade 
Wednesday. 

Proposed by UI admin-
istrators, resident and non-
resident tuition and fees 
will rise 3.5 percent for the 
2015-2016 academic year.

“We are very pleased,” 
said Katherine Aiken, UI 
provost and executive vice 
president. “I think it repre-
sents a whole lot of work 
behind the scenes.”

Before the decision, UI 
President Chuck Staben 
presented to the board about 

the need for a tuition and 
fee increase and said the 
additional funds would be 
used primarily to fund a 3 
percent increase in Change 
in Employee Compensa-
tion (CEC). Staben said 
the additional funds would 
be used to fund employee 
medical benefits and obli-
gated costs.

UI in-state students will 
see their tuition and fees 
rise by $236 this fall, while 
out-of-state students will 
see it rise by $710.

ASUI President Nate 
Fisher, who helped Staben 
present to the board, said 
students were involved 
throughout the budget 
process and he thinks the 
increase is reasonable.

“This is something 
students can and should 
support,” Fisher said.

During his address to the 

board, Staben said employ-
ee salaries are the biggest 
expense and the biggest 
budget challenge for the 
university this year.

Like many other schools 
around the state and across 
the nation, UI has seen 
a significant decrease in 
state funding. In 2001, 73 
percent of the General Edu-
cation Budget came from 
the state, as opposed to 50 
percent this year.

“While we continuously 
seek means of containing 
costs, students have had 
to pay a larger share of the 
cost of education across the 
nation,” Staben said.

Staben said funding the 
3 percent CEC mandated 
by Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” 
Otter was the biggest chal-
lenge in this year’s budget.

adMinistration

Lowest in a decade
Tuition and fees to 
increase by 3.5 %

Ryan Tarinelli
Argonaut

Before the accreditation team sets foot 
on campus, months of work has already 
been put into the accreditation process. 

The work is shown through the Uni-
versity of Idaho’s self-study report, a docu-

ment that provides an in-depth look at 
how UI fulfills its mission, which is pro-
vided to accreditors before their visit.

“When you think about it, the self-study 
is over 200 pages long. It’s like writing a 
book for all practical purposes,” said Kath-
erine Aiken, interim provost and exec-
utive vice president.

Accreditors visit campus
adMinistration

UI prepares self-study report 
to renew accreditation

SEE lowest, PAGE 7

SEE AccreDitors, PAGE 8
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All Greek houses hold philanthropy 
events, but one University of Idaho fra-
ternity boasts an annual event featuring 
shelled reptiles.

“It is hands-down the coolest philan-
thropy on campus,” said Ryan Chapman, 
Phi Delta Theta president. “It’s the only 

one that involves live animals, and it 
happens during Moms’ Weekend, so there’s 
a ton of attendance.”

Phi Delta Theta will host its 57th annual 
Turtle Derby during Moms’ Weekend at 11 
a.m. Saturday outside its house, located at 
804 Elm St. The Turtle Derby will include a 

Greek

Racing reptiles Phi Delta Theta to hold annual 
Turtle Derby this weekend

SEE rAcing, PAGE 8
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Galina Bykova came a 
long way from home 
to dominate Big Sky 
tennis. 

Despite the lack of 
snow, women skiers 
take to the hills. 
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ASUI presidential 
candidates bring ex-
perience and ideas.
Read Our View.
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The biggest flaw in any student government orga-
nization, ASUI President Nate Fisher said, is the 
high rate of turnover. 

“Year in and year out, any sort of momentum is 
always difficult,” Fisher said. “If I had another year, I 
could accomplish even more.”

Over the last year, the Fisher administration has 
made headway on issues such as sexual assault preven-
tion and establishing an Idaho Student Association. 
Fisher said another term as ASUI president would give 
him more time to tackle issues such as redistricting 
ASUI and managing student space.

The most interesting development in the Fisher ad-
ministration, however, is Fisher himself. In the year 
since he took office, those who followed ASUI saw the 
incumbent grow from an eager and bright-eyed senator 
to a measured leader. 

“I was confident in my leadership and communica-
tion abilities before this year, but the development that 
I’ve had to do has been an incredible experience and op-
portunity,” Fisher said. 

According to Fisher, working continuously with 

ASUI Director of Diversity Affairs Alejandra 
“Vivi” Gonzalez never planned on running for 
ASUI President.

“I was encouraged by a lot of my peers in a lot of 
the offices that I work with,” Gonzalez said. “They en-
couraged me to run — they saw the potential in me.”

Running for ASUI president was another door that 
opened for Gonzalez and she made the bold decision 
to step through — something she, as a bright, first-
generation student from a conservative small town in 
Idaho, is getting used to doing. 

“I’ve been very lucky in my career and in my 
journey through higher education,” Gonzalez said. 
“I’ve used all the resources available, taken all the op-
portunities I was given, and that’s gotten me very far.”

This wasn’t always the case, Gonzalez said. In high 
school, she said Idaho’s notoriously under-funded 
education system let her down, along with all the 
overcrowded classrooms, overworked teachers and 
outdated materials that came with it. 

Gonzalez said her parents recognized the same 
issues she faced in high school affecting her 17-year-

In the structure of ASUI, the senate parliamentarian 
is unequivocally the lowest rung on the ladder, Uni-
versity of Idaho senior Max Cowan said. 
The job description includes printing the senate 

agenda, hole punching it, distributing it to the senators 
before their weekly meeting, recording the minutes, 
dotting i’s and crossing t’s. The job is essentially the sec-
retary of the senate. 

While a more anonymous role in the senate than what 
he may be used to, it’s far from a fall from grace for the 
former ASUI president. Cowan, who was president for 
the 2013-14 school year, said almost a year ago exactly 
that he would not seek reelection, would not return to 
ASUI and his talents would be better utilized elsewhere. 

What changed?
“To be frank, the job is difficult,” Cowan said. “It’s not 

a fun job. It’s incredibly rewarding, it’s very exciting, but 
it can be tiring. I decided not to rerun, but now, after 
spending that year and gaining perspective, I recognize 
that there’s more that needs to be accomplished and that I 
want to share the message that ASUI can be there for stu-
dents. We can actually be addressing things that matter.”

Electing a president
asui

Ready to return
Max CowanNate Fisher Alejandra 'Vivi' Gonzalez

Keeping momentum A new perspective

SEE gonzalez, PAGE 8SEE fisher, PAGE 8 SEE cowan, PAGE 8
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The University of Idaho has begun 
its search for a new vice president of 
Finance and Administration.

Bob Weis, executive director of the 
UI Foundation and head of the search 
committee, said he is not putting a time-

line on the search, but would be delight-
ed to have a final candidate by June. 

“We’re going to go through all the 
proper steps and process and make sure 
we get the very best candidate we can 
for the University of Idaho,” Weis said. 
“So if that takes longer than that period 
of time, great, we’ll work until we get 

the right candidate.”
The selected candidate would 

replace Ron Smith, who announced 
in February he would step down to 
become a professor with the College 
of Business and Economics. Smith has 

Corey Bowes
Argonaut 

With flowers and cherry blossoms in full bloom, 
it’s clear spring has arrived in Moscow, and along 
with it, the Easter bunny. 

The University of Idaho Student Alumni Rela-
tions Board (SArb) will host its annual Alumni and 
Friends Easter Egg Hunt at 10 a.m. Saturday on the 
Administration Building lawn. 

“It’s one of the few times when we actually get to 
reach out to, you know, a younger potential genera-
tion of Vandals, and that’s what’s really fun about 
it,” said Elise Moote, SArb chair of the Easter Egg 
Hunt Committee. 

Moote said people will begin to line up around 
9:30 a.m. to prepare for the hunt.

“Then everyone’s kind of let loose at 10 a.m.,” she said.

For more information on the ASUI elections, read The Argonaut's ASUI insert inside

city

administration

Search begins for new  VP Search begins for the next leader 
of Finance and Administration

SEE looking, PAGE 7

easter

SArb welcomes 
spring Alumni and Friends 

Easter Egg Hunt brings 
children together

SEE sarb, PAGE 8

Ryan Tarinelli
Argonaut

Although police previously believed 
Moscow shooting suspect John Lee al-
legedly killed his adoptive mother before 

going on a shooting spree Jan. 10, 
a court affidavit released Tuesday 
shows Lee allegedly killed his 
mother last. 

Lee made his first appearance 
in Latah County Court Tuesday. 
He was extradited to Idaho 
Monday evening after Whitman 
County Prosecutor Denis Tracy filed a 

motion to drop Lee’s felony 
eluding charge in Washington.

Lee faces three counts of 
first-degree murder and one 
count of aggravated battery 
in Latah County, and is now 
being held without bail in the 

Lee allegedly killed adoptive mother last
Court documents reveal 
timeline of Jan. 10 shootings

SEE lee, PAGE 8
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support homeless 
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New Dean of Students resigns; 
FIJI lawyer says sanctions dropped

administration
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University of Idaho Dean of Stu-
dents Craig Chatriand confirmed 

Monday he will 
resign from the 
university effec-
tive March 9.

C h a t r i a n d 
said his decision 
came after a con-
flict could not 
be resolved with the alumni of the 
Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, more 
commonly known as FIJI. FIJI 

lawyer John Bradbury confirmed 
Monday that sanctions previously 
levied against the house by the 
Dean of Students Office have been 
dropped and the incidents that led 
to them would be reinvestigated.

In his role as dean of students, 
Chatriand oversees the Greek ad-
visory office. The Dean of Students 
Office confirmed last week that FIJI 
had been sanctioned by the Greek 

office following an investigation of 
hazing allegations. Greek adviser 
Brittany Bowles declined comment 
last week on the individuals involved 
or the details of the allegations, but 
said FIJI house leadership accepted 
the sanctions imposed Feb. 19 by the 
Dean of Students Office.

Despite the house’s initial ac-
ceptance of the sanctions, FIJI con-
tinued to explore options relating 

to the sanctions and the process by 
which they were arrived, contact-
ing Interim Provost and Executive 
Vice-President Katherine Aiken.

“We were extremely disap-
pointed in how this process was 
handled,” Bradbury said.

Bradbury said the university’s 

UI to redo investigation 
of FIJI fraternity hazing 
allegations, lawyer says

Chatriand

Jake Smith
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Several bins of donated items 
sit in the back room of the Hope 
Center, waiting to be sorted by 
the center’s employees. 

One man in particular is hard 
at work sorting through both the 
thrift store’s donations and his 
personal life.

James Demars is an em-
ployee at the Hope Center and 
a member of its employment 
training program.

The Hope Center, a local 
thrift store in Moscow, offers 
employment and support coun-
seling for those who cannot 
secure or maintain long-term 
employment. Deemed the Hope 
at Work program, it helps com-
munity members regardless of 
circumstance, including those 
dealing with a felony on their 
record, homelessness or sub-
stance abuse.

Demars said the Hope at 
Work program gives people a 

second chance and helps them 
get back on their feet, no matter 
where they’re at in their lives.

“Work’s not our priority all 
the time — it’s people,” Demars 
said. “That’s what’s different.”

Before Hope at Work, Demars 
said his life was a rollercoaster 
ride of jail time and living on 
the streets. Since joining Hope at 
Work, he said his life has taken a 
180-degree turn.

DeDe McReynolds, service 
coordinator at the Hope Center, 
said because Hope at Work is 

city
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The University of Idaho is a 
place to embrace diversity through 
awareness and understanding of the 
struggles our peers face every day, 
said Julia Keleher, director of the 
LGBTQA Office.

Boxes and Walls, a UI event pro-
moting such qualities, is a way for 
students to experience the discrimi-
nation others may feel firsthand in 
a safe and educational environment. 
Keleher said it’s an event meant to 
teach students about what it means 
to empathize. 

“Boxes and Walls is an interac-
tive display on oppression and dis-
crimination,” Keleher said. 

Boxes and Walls will take place 
from 1-7 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 
on the first floor of Gooding Hall in 
the Wallace Complex. According 
to Keleher, there will be 18 rooms 
open for the event and each of 
which will contain a student-made 
environment illustrating a specific 
discriminatory issue. For example, 
a heterosexual student could enter a 
room and learn about the struggles 
a bisexual student may face — a 
feeling they would never be able to 
experience on their own. 

Vandals teach 
tolerance
UI students come together 
to learn about oppression

Local thrift store offers 
program for life skillsWorking on hope

George Wood Jr. 
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BOISE — The Joint Finance and 
Appropriation Committee (JFAC) 
approved funding for five additional 
seats to be added to the WWAMI 
program for Idaho medical students 
Friday morning with a 19-1 vote. 

 By approving the budget recom-
mendation, JFAC fulfills year three of 
a four-year plan to fund five addition-
al WWAMI seats available to Idaho 
students annually. The plan was first 
introduced in 2009, when the Idaho 
State Board of Education (SBOE) 
recommended doubling state funded 
WWAMI seats from 20 to 40.

Sen. Dan Johnson, R-Lewiston, 
motioned to send the budget with a 
“do-pass” to the House and Senate 
floors for approval. He said the 
four-year WWAMI program is a 
“good partnership” with the Uni-
versity of Washington.

“It benefits Idaho students primar-
ily that they get to spend more time 
at home in Idaho, and I think that 
increases the possibility … to come 
back to Idaho and practice, so I am 
very excited by that,” Johnson said.

According to the Association of 
American Medical Colleges, Idaho 
is 49th in the U.S. for the number of 
doctors per capita, and more medical 
practitioners are expected to retire in 
the coming years.

Rep. Jason Monks, R-Meridian, 
was the lone legislator to reject the 
budget. He said since 1975, only 50 
percent of WWAMI students have 

returned to Idaho to practice medi-
cine, which he said “isn’t sufficient.”

JFAC’s approval mirrored the 
State of the State recommendation 
given by Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” 
Otter to increase WWAMI seats. The 
budget has to be passed by both the 
House and Senate, and be approved 
by Otter for it to go into effect. 

idaho legislature

More seats for medical students
JFAC supports 
WWAMI increase

News brief

Tuesday is the last day 
to submit feedback on can-
didates vying to become 
the next provost and ex-
ecutive vice president. 

Feedback can be 
entered through an 
online form found on 
the provost and executive 
vice president website. 
The online form will close 
at the end of the business 
day Tuesday, according to 
Katherine Aiken, interim 
provost and executive 
vice president.

Videos of all the candi-
dates’ open forum sessions 
can be found online.

Aiken said the videos 
allow faculty, staff and 
students who could 

not make it to the open 
forums to comment on 
the candidates.

She said the search 
committee would also 
give its impression of the 
candidates to University 
of Idaho President Chuck 
Staben. She said the search 
committee acts in an advi-
sory role and the final deci-
sion is up to Staben.

Aiken said the search 
committee picked the can-
didates based off their abil-
ities as an administrator. 

She said Staben would 
make his decision after the 
feedback period ends. She 
said she anticipates a deci-
sion before the end of the 
academic year.

Provost search update

SEE vandals, PAGE 5SEE working, PAGE 5

SEE medical, PAGE 5

Jake smith | argonaut
Moscow resident James Demars works in the back of the Hope Center. Demars will soon graduate from the Hope at Work program, an 
employment training program aimed at helping struggling community members re-enter into the work force.

It benefits Idaho students 
primarily that they get 
to spend more time at 

home in Idaho.
Sen. Dan Johnson, R—Lewiston

diversity

Follow us on Twitter 
at @uiargonaut

@uiargonaut

Work’s not our priority all 
the time — it’s people. 
That’s what’s different.

James Demars, Hope at Work 
program member

SEE dean, PAGE 5
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She thought she knew him, 
thought she could trust him. 
The pair went to see a band play 
at John’s Alley and they had a 
few drinks. He was too drunk to 
drive back to Pullman, so she let 

him sleep on her couch. 
During the night, he forced 

himself on her. She was unable 
to resist and she did not consent. 
That night, Anne Gaines, a 
scholarly communication li-
brarian at the University of 
Idaho, was forever changed.

“While it was happening, it 
felt like something was wrong,” 
Gaines said. “It took a while to 
come to terms with what it actu-
ally was.” 

To combat sexual assaults 
like the one Gaines fell victim 
to, ASUI is launching the ‘It’s On 
Us’ federal campaign Tuesday to 
encourage the UI community to 
take an active role in preventing 
these incidents.  

The campaign, endorsed 
by President Barack Obama in 
September, aims to encourage 
young people to take a pledge 

idaho legislature

asui

ASUI takes the pledge

SEE donors, PAGE 5

ASUI seeks to end 
sexual assault 

Corrin Bond
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ASUI President Nate Fisher 
said he could describe his 
second in command, ASUI Vice 
President Sarah Vetsmany, in 
just one word — genuine.

Fisher, who befriended Vets-
many through their mutual 
involvement in ASUI, said the 
University of Idaho senior is not 
only a capable leader, but also 
serves as a strong voice for the 
student senate. 

“She stands out daily,” Fisher 
said. “Sarah is one of the friend-
liest people I’ve ever met. She 
takes on so much responsibility 
but regardless of how busy she 
is, she always makes others feel 
like she has all the time in the 
world to talk and to make them 
feel comfortable.”

Vetsmany, a Boise native, 
said she was first introduced to 
UI by her cousin, an alumna, 
and has been actively involved 
in campus life ever since.

Although she was originally 
torn between UI and neigh-
boring Washington State Uni-
versity, a campus visit quickly 
changed her mind, she said.

A voice for 
Vandals
Vetsmany strives to 
make a difference

SEE pledge, PAGE 5
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The UI Student Health Center, 
although tentatively scheduled 
to reopen on campus after winter 
break, will remain at its current 
downtown location for the time 
being, said Greg Tatham, assistant 
vice provost for Student Affairs.

According to Raymond 
Pankopf, director of Architectural 
and Engineering Services, delays 
in construction for the building’s 
repiping project initially pushed 
the opening date back to Feb. 2. 
However, in the wake of the Jan. 
10 shooting that left three dead 
and one wounded — including UI 
Student Health physician Terri Gr-
zebielski — the clinic is too under-
staffed to reopen.  

Tatham said with one of their 
three physicians gone and another 
about to go on maternity leave, 
Student Health Services elected to 
continue its operations out of the 
downtown location until another 
physician can be recruited. 

“We can’t run the operation 
with one provider,” Tatham said. 
“If we keep it downtown, there are 
additional physicians.”

According to Tatham, there’s 
little rush to move back to campus.

Student Health 
Center to stay 
downtown
UI clinic understaffed, 
recruiting new physicians

daphne Jackson | Argonaut
ASUI members Nick Pratt and Sarah Vetsmany hang a banner in the ASUI office. Vetsmany and 
Pratt are helping to launch the ‘It’s on Us’ campaign on the UI campus Tuesday.

SEE heAlth, PAGE 5
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The best fundraising campaigns 
are the ones that continue to give, 
said Chris Lucier, senior director 
of advancement at the University 
of Idaho.

He said, for example, if a uni-
versity is pulling in $15 million a 
year before a campaign, fundrais-
ing efforts to double donations 
won’t make $30 million a one-
time number — it’s likely that goal 
would become the university’s 
new standard. 

Lucier said he believes this will 
prove to be the case for the In-
spiring Futures campaign, a 7 1/2 
year effort to raise $225 million, 
more than any fundraiser in state 
history. The campaign officially 
ended Dec. 31, and Lucier said it 
raised upwards of $261 million. 

“These campaigns are such a 
long-term view, and we continue to 
raise additional scholarships, new 
legacies and new standards,” Lucier 
said. “Students have been seeing the 
impacts, as it goes along with schol-
arship programs and buildings that 
were a result of the campaign.”

According to a university 
report, approximately 35 percent 
of the funds raised will go to 
student support, 26 percent to 
faculty support, 26 percent to pro-
grams and 13 percent to facilities.

Vandal donors 
set record

administration

Historic Inspiring Futures 
campaign surpasses goal

SEE voice, PAGE 5
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george Wood Jr. | Argonaut
UI President Chuck Staben presents his budget proposal for the Joint Finance-Appropriation committee Monday morning. During his 
presentation, Staben asked the committee to fully fund a 3 percent salary increase recommendation by Governor C.L. ‘Butch’ Otter.

We’re asking the 
Legislature to fully fund 

this ‘salary gap.’  If you do, 
our plan is to not raise 

resident undergraduate 
tuition this year.

Chuck Staben, UI president

George Wood Jr.
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BOISE — University of Idaho 
President Chuck Staben pro-
posed a plan to the Joint Finance-
Appropriations Committee 
Monday that would halt tuition 
increases for undergraduate 
Idaho residents for the 2015-2016 
academic year, should the Idaho 

Legislature fully fund a Change 
in Employee Compensation rec-
ommendation by Governor C.L. 
‘Butch’ Otter.

This plan follows a recom-
mendation by the governor to 
raise state employee salaries by 3 
percent for FY2016.

If the state accepts Staben’s 
plan, it would be the first time 
in about two decades UI will 
not request a tuition increase for 
resident undergraduate students. 
Also, if the legislature chooses 
to approve Otter’s CEC recom-

mendation, Staben said the state 
general fund will only cover 
about 50 percent of pay raises for 
UI staff and faculty.

“The other 50 percent ... has to 
come from a dedicated fund, and 
that dedicated fund is tuition,” 
Staben said. “We’re asking the 
legislature to fully fund this 
‘salary gap.’ If you do, our plan is 
to not raise resident undergradu-
ate tuition this year.”

As an alternate to this in-
crease in tuition, Staben asked 
the committee to consider a ‘fund 

shift,’ which entails payment of 
the salary gap through Idaho’s 
general fund. The salary gap 
not covered by the CEC recom-
mendation is equal to about $1.6 
million, according to Staben.

Should the legislature choose 
to fund the 3 percent CEC in-
crease with the state general 
fund, but refuse the fund shift, 
Staben estimated tuition could 
increase by 4 to 4.5 percent for 
resident undergraduate students.

Staben pitches tuition freeze
Staben appeals to JFAC to 
cover 3 percent employee 
compensation increase

SEE tuition, PAGE 3
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A&E “Life beats down and crushes the soul and reminds you 
that you have one .”

 — Stella Adler

 Quote of the day
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A heavy snowy day visited Moscow 
Saturday, but it did not stop the approxi-
mately 200 climbers from taking part in the 
Palouse Climbing Festival. 

The University of Idaho Climbing 
Center hosted the 16th annual festival.

This year, the climbers included stu-
dents and non-students, from profession-
al climbers to amateur climbers, Outdoor 
Program Coordinator Elise Clausen 
said. She said this competition adopted a 
method of self-evaluation.

“Each route is worth a certain number 
of points,” Clausen said. “All the climb-
ers have their own scorecard with their 
names on it. They have to record which 
route that was, how many points that was, 
and how many times that took them to 
climb it. They can climb as many as they 
want. It’s only the top five they count. So 
we take the five best [scores].” 

Laura Pianowski, a second-year Wash-
ington State University graduate student, 
competed at the festival. Pianowski said 
she began climbing when she was a 
sophomore in college. Now she has been 
climbing for six years, and she falls under 
the advanced level.

Pianowski said climbing is good exercise 
and requires thinking and concentration.

Pianowski treated the indoor climb-
ing festival as practice and preparation for 
outdoor climbing, and enjoys the friendly 
nature of this competition, she said.

Climbing can release body strains and 
mental worries, build up muscles and is a 
good replacement for running and walking, 
60-year-old recreational competitor Vaiden 
Blach said.

Blach said climbing is a great way to 
push oneself, but emphasized the impor-
tance of knowing one’s limits.

Pierce Franklin, a Chemical Engi-
neering freshman at UI, said he has been 
climbing for about seven years and is part 
of the UI climbing team. Franklin said he 
is an advanced climber.

“For me, it is a way to push myself and 
continue to improve myself,” Franklin said. 

He said strategy is the most important 
aspect of climbing. 

Jinrong Lei 
can be reached 

at arg-arts@uidaho.edu

UI hosts  the 16th annual 
climbing festival 

Joleen Evans | Argonaut
Sophomore Gillian Freitas competes in the Palouse Climbing Competition Saturday at the UI Climbing Center. 

a foot on the wall 
student life 
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Barry Jenkins’ 2016 film “Moon-
light” was awarded Best Picture at 
this year’s Academy Awards. After an 
announcement mix up, “Moonlight” 
was presented as the winner for its 
insightful look into controversial top-
ics like homosexuality, racial issues, 
rough neighborhoods and drugs.

Based on the play “In Moonlight 
Black Boys Look Blue” by Tarell Alvin 
McCraney, the film looks at the life of 
Chiron, a young African American 
man living in Miami, as he explores his 
sexuality and struggles to connect with his 
mother, all while searching for his place in 
the world. 

The film follows Chiron through 
three chapters of his life — an innocent 
kid known as Little, an angsty teen and 
as a grown man working the streets as a 
drug dealer named Black.

Little is bullied by his classmates for 
being gay and becomes reserved. His 
only friend, Kevin, teaches him how to 
stand up for himself.

After running from other children, 
he hides out in a popular drug hole 
where he is found by the drug dealer 
who runs that area. 

Juan takes Little under his care and 
becomes his father-figure to him. 

Through this heartfelt film, viewers 
get an intimate look into what it is like 
to be discriminated against for things 

people like Chiron have no control over.
With the concern of racial discrimina-
tion at last years Oscars and the recent 
apprehension regarding the prejudice 
surfacing from the White House, 
“Moonlight” was a prime candidate and 
deserving victor of the award. 

Chiron represents minorities and 
the under-privileged people around the 
country and the world who become 
victimized. With the apparent rise of 
discrimination seen around the United 
States sprouting from the country’s 
leadership, a film highlighting several 
controversial topics winning such an 
important award provides some hope. 
While “Moonlight” has a tough front, it 
takes an artistic look deeper into very 
personal moments and emotions. 

This tough, intimate structure pre-
sented in the film reflects Chiron’s hard 
exterior and sensitive interior.

“Moonlight” rightfully won Best 
Picture because it dared to not just look 
at, but feature, such provocative topics as 
homosexuality and racial issues in this 
beautiful, personal cinematic endeavor.

Kara Billington can be reached at
 arg-arts@uidaho.edu 

or on Twitter @K_Billington3

Despite being populated with menac-
ing robotic dinosaurs, the post apocalyptic 
world depicted in “Horizon: Zero Dawn,” 
the latest PlayStation exclusive game from 
developer Guerilla is beautiful.

The game brags on its graphics: ruins of 
buildings and cars among massive 
jungles, hidden bunkers that hide 
advanced armor sets and numer-
ous opportunities to take in the 
scenic views omnipresent in this 
colossal open world.

Thousands of years into the 
future, Earth is infested with robotic 
machines of unknown origin, who 
roam the lands while mankind has 
reverted to their primitive ways.

The game’s story unfolds when Aloy, a 
determined young woman cast out from 
her tribe, sets out to conquer the Proving, 
a ritual to grant her the privilege to rejoin 
the tribe. But when tragedy strikes the ritual, 
Aloy must set out on a dangerous mission to 
find answers and seek revenge.

“Horizon: Zero Dawn” goes the extra 
mile to make sure players are never bored. 
The open world is absolutely massive with 
an abundance of quests for the player to 
craft their own adventure — if they can stop 
staring at the gorgeous graphics. 

The activities in the game present a wide 
range of choices for the player with multiple 
ways to approach missions. There’s genuine 
strategy involved with every encounter, re-
sembling a hunt where preparation is half 
the battle.

“Horizon” presents a great deal 
of challenges to the player. This 
game takes serious skill. For players 
who aren’t used to these types of 
games, it’ll be a culture shock when 
they die. Adding to the challenge is 
the lack of autosave. 

Gamers must manually save their 
game at campfires spread through-
out the world, forcing them to think 
carefully about when they want to 

stop and save. And fast travel throughout the 
game’s land costs in game currency, so players 
must always scavenge for precious resources.

Driving the game forward is its colorful 
protagonist Aloy, who is tough to not em-
pathize with. As tough as she is, there’s still 
a vulnerable side to her, showcased by early 
levels set during her childhood. She’s less 
like “Tomb Raider’s” Lara Croft and more 
like “Star Wars’” Rey.

Beneath “Horizon: Zero Dawn’s” gor-
geous visage lies a classic heroine and some 
of the most jaw dropping moments gamers 
have experienced. It is a game all PS4 owners 
should own and should sell tons of consoles 
for gamers who are drooling over it.

Bradley Burgess 
can be reached at 

arg-arts@uidaho.edu       

“Horizon: Zero Dawn” is 
a massive adventure 

Thrill of the hunt
There’s genuine strategy 
involved with every 

encounter, resembling a 
hunt where preparation is 

half the battle.

“Moonlight” wins Best 
Picture for its look at several 
controversial topics 

Lighting up the Oscars

While “Moonlight” has 
a tough front, it takes an 
artistic look deeper into 
very personal moments. 

coluMn review 

Bradley Burgess
Argonaut
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Kylee Teal, a second year Theatre Per-
formance B.F.A. student at the Univer-
sity of Idaho, came home with two Irene 
Ryan Acting Scholarship awards from 
the Kennedy Center American College 
Theatre Festival (KCACTF) last week.
After her first time competing in the 
weeklong festival, Teal was awarded the 
Mark Twain Comedy Award and she is the 
Irene Ryan Regional Alternate.

Teal was one of 250 students from uni-
versities around the Northwest nominated 
to participate in the Irene Ryan competition 
at KCACTF.

For this competition, nominees choose two 
scenes and one monologue or song to present, 
said Teal, who picked the song “The Girl Who 
Drove Away” from the musical “The Unau-
thorized Autobiography of Samantha Brown” 
and scenes from the plays “The Kiss” and one 
of her favorites, “Belleville.” 

While the song was a solo act, Teal didn’t 
have to take the stage alone for her scenes. 
With her acting partner and best friend 
Tanner Collier by her side, she said she was 
able to focus on having a good time.

“My favorite part (of the competition) 
was doing it with Tanner,” she said. “I had so 
much fun with it because I got to do it with 
my best friend.”

Teal says she owes her scene and song se-
lections to her friends and classmates as they 
inspired and encouraged her in her choices. 

“The song I did was actually per request 
of Hunter Price,” she said. “‘Belleville’ hap-
pened because it’s a favorite of, of Tanner 
and I.” 

She also said she picked “The Kiss” 
because she thought it would be the most 
fun to do with Collier.

Throughout the week, students like Teal 

attended workshops and auditioned in front 
of judges, receiving feedback and some-
times, facing criticism and doubt.

Teal said she experienced this firsthand 
and found it to be one of the hardest parts of 
the competition.

“Being told that this would be a good ex-
perience for me but that I wouldn’t get any-
where with it was one of the hardest parts,” 
she said.

Despite the criticism and doubt, Teal said 
she still had fun, learned some invaluable 
lessons and was able to do very well.

“I learned to stay humble through all this 
and to just have fun with it,” she said. “I’m 
not one of those people who has to win it all, 
I just wanted to have fun.”

Having fun was the most important take-
away of the competition she said.

“At some points I’d psych myself out 
and I’d have to remind myself that this 
is just a chance to share my work with 
others,” she said. 

She also attributes much of her success to 
her partner, Collier, and their close friendship.

“Tanner and I have such a deep bond 
that when we were up there, none of it felt 
fake, it felt natural and it was so easy to be 
with him,” she said. 

Teal will be ready to attend the KCACTF 
National Festival April 16 to 22 in Washing-
ton, D.C. if she is called upon as an alternate. 

Kara Billington
 can be reached at 

arg-arts@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @K_Billington3

UI Theatre Performance student 
takes alternate to first place for 
acting at theater festival

Act of friendship
thEAtEr

I had so much fun with 
it because I got to do it 

with my best friend.

Kylee Teal

                              Kara Billington 
Argonaut 

Hunter Price, a senior working toward a 
B.F.A in theatrer at the University of Idaho, 
took his directing skills to the Kennedy 
Center American College Theater Festival 
(KCACTF) and returned with two awards.

In his final year at UI and his first year 
participating in the competition, Price was 
awarded the Society of Directors and Cho-
reographers (SDC) Meritorious Achieve-
ment Award for directing and was named 
the SDC Regional Alternate.

Price competed against 20 other student 
directors from the Northwest including 
three of his classmates.

In this competition, the students take on 
all aspects of directing a play, from casting 
to props to scheduling rehearsals. Partici-
pants in the SDC competition choose from 
a list of plays and are then given a section of 
that play to produce any way they choose. 

Price picked the play “Rag and Bone” by 
Noah Haidle and was given the first three 
scenes to practice and present.

He said he was drawn to the play because 
he remembered reading it as a freshman and 
being deeply moved.

“I read through all the other plays on the 
list and I would always keep coming back to 
‘Rag and Bone,’” Price said. “I just went with 
my gut on it.” 

Price said he also felt a particular con-
nection to the play as it mirrored his own 
personal journey.

“It’s a play about people with hearts and 
without hearts, and what it means to feel 
and not to feel and what you feel for,” Price 
said. “Trying to figure out what’s going on 
with my heart while working on this play 
was very interesting.”

Throughout the competition, Price said 
he received feedback and suggestions from 
the judges to consider and incorporate into 
his next presentation.

“Everything was always in process; 
we were constantly working on the play 
throughout the week,” he said.

Price said the hardest part was trying to 
take notes without changing the personal 
meaning behind the play.

“I had to figure out how best to imple-
ment the notes without changing it to fit 
their vision, but using it to make the play 
better and tell the best story,” Price said.

While Price was making adjustments all 
week, it wasn’t all work and no fun for him. 
He said he had a good time interacting with 
the other student directors as well. 

“It was a very hard-working group of stu-
dents so working with all these people from 
all over our region really made me believe in 
the artistic community,” he said.

Price said the most important lesson he 
learned was to love his work and do the best 
he could do.

“If you love a play enough, it will happen 
no matter what obstacles get thrown in the 
way,” he said. “I had to remember to make 
my play the best I could, and to not fit it to 
someone else’s vision.” 

Price said he owes his success to his cast.
 “I got really lucky with my cast,” he said. 

“Everybody who was working with me 
cared about the play and believed in it.”

He said pursuing beauty was another key 
to his success.

“If I thought something was beautiful, I 
was just banking on the fact that someone 
else in the audience thought that was beauti-
ful as well,” Price said. 

The KCACTF National Festival April 
16 to 22 will be held inWashington, D.C. 
and Price will be ready to attend if he is 
called upon as alternate.

Kara Billington 
can be reached at 

arg-arts@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @K_Billington3

Senior theater student at UI 
named alternate in directing 
competition at theater festival It’s a play about people 

with hearts and without 
hearts, and what it means 
to feel and not to feel and 

what you feel for.
Hunter Price

Directing from the heart 

Follow us on Twitter 
@VandalNation

V A N D A L
S P I R I T

show your

thEAtEr 
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Send us a 300-word 
letter to the editor. 
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The

Quick takes on 
life from our 

editors

I'm weird fyi
I wanted to fix computers when I was a 

child.
My spirit animal is Stephen Colbert’s 

eyebrows.
I’m grateful for Shawn O’Neal.

— Erin

Learn about me 
I wanted to be an Olympian. My spirit 

animal is a bobcat. I am grateful for Hailey 
Stewart. 

—Mihaela

Now you know 
A mermaid.
A koala bear.
I’m grateful for Mihaela Karst.

— Hailey

I get paid to do this
A doctor.
Air Buddy.
I am grateful for Hailey Stewart. 

— Griff

Random selfish facts
I wanted to be a unicorn as a kid. My 

spirit animal is a stag. I’m grateful for my 
car scraper. 

— Catherine

The cheerleading moose
A Dallas Cowboys cheerleader.
A moose.
I’m grateful for hour-long talks with my 

dad about writing craft.
— Lyndsie

Someday
I wanted to be a Hogwarts student as a 

kid. My spirit animal is Zoboomafoo. I’m 
grateful for March Madness. 

— Brandon

A dog in space
I wanted to be an astronaut like my 

famous relative Gus Grissom. My spirit 
animal is a Golden Retriever. I’m grateful 
for sports.

— Josh

Reasons for living
I always wanted to be a New York police 

officer, one that rides a horse. Foxes are my 
spirit animal. I am the most grateful for my 
wonderful friends.

— Claire

Life
A road construction worker.
An emperor tamarin monkey.
I’m grateful for the opportunity to expe-

rience living in this beautiful world.
— Andrew

Little dreams
A life goal from the age of 10 was to 

write and publish my own book. I’ll let you 
know when it hits stands. I’m also so grate-
ful for my little sisters. 

— Tea

A science-man
Smart little kids wanna do smart adult 

things right? I’m a cuttlefish, just showing 
the colors I choose to. And I’m glad my 
heart shines through the mask sometimes.

— Jack

The Diamond Standard
I wanted to be Hilary Duff ’s best friend 

and raise our kids together. My spirit ani-
mal is a dolphin — shy, loving, helpful and 
happiest in the water. I’m grateful for the 
journalists working tirelessly to rebuild/
uphold America’s trust in media.

— Diamond

Oh, Kevin
I wanted to be a chicken.
My spirit animal is a baboon.
I am grateful for food.

— Kevin

While the vast majority of Cana-
dians may not be able to locate 
the University of Idaho on a 

map, the institution made a surprising 
impact on daytime television viewers in 
the country last week.

Marilyn Denis, a UI graduate, 
was hosting a Feb. 28 broadcast of 
her self-titled show when the studio 
surprised her with a personal message 
from Andrew Kersten, the dean of the 
College of Letters, Arts and Social Sci-
ences at UI. Kersten joked about Denis’ 
academic history and student life at UI 
before relaying a heartfelt message from 
several of her colleagues.

Immediately after the message aired, 
Joe Vandal emerged on stage with two 

big placards. They first an-
nounced that Denis would 
receive an honorary doctor-
ate of humane letters from 
the university, while the 
second informed her that she 
would be delivering the com-
mencement address during the gradua-
tion ceremony May 13.

The selection of Denis acknowledges 
the historic achievements she has accom-
plished as a pioneer for women in the 
broadcast industry.

Her roots at UI and Moscow stretch 
to her days as the first female broad-
caster at KRPL. She also spent time 
as a member of KUID-FM/TV on the 
university campus, and later used this 
experience to land a job with several 
radio stations in Calgary following her 
graduation in 1980.

Denis’ determination and drive for 

success embodies the Vandal 
spirit, as she blazed a path for 
Canadian women in broadcast 
professions over the course of 
her 37-year career. Her status 
as a prominent talk show host 
resulted in the Allan Waters 

Broadcast Lifetime Achievement Award, 
which will be given to Denis during the 
Canadian Music and Broadcast Industry 
Awards in April. She is the first female 
broadcaster to be named the recipient of 
the renowned honor.

In an age where journalism and televi-
sion programs are decried by many as 
“fake news,” Denis’ invitation to deliver 
the commencement address reflects not 
only a deep respect for the broadcast in-
dustry, but also a recognition of the need 
for workplace equality.

— JG

Talk show host and former UI 
grad serves as perfect choice for 
commencement speaker

our view

definitely denis
For more opinion 

content, visit 
uiargonaut.com

Esperanza Spalding per-
formed magic on Feb. 25, 
plucking and smacking her up-
right bass at the Lionel Hamp-
ton Jazz Festival. 

Spalding’s wild hair leaped 
as her hands flew up and down 
the neck of her instrument. She 
danced and interacted with the 
audience, visibly enjoying herself 
— and God, her voice. It was measured 
and clean, but still expressive, filling the 
Kibbie Dome with songs in English and 
Portuguese about winter and Humpty 
Dumpty and love.

I felt so proud: of my hometown, 
Portland, for producing such a talent and 
my school for hosting such a tremendous 
event, but more than anything, of a jazz 
culture that allows women to play music 
without acting sexy.

Spalding owned the stage and showed 
a woman can love her body without pre-
senting it as a sex object.

As we filed out of the performance, 

I prepared to write a column demand-
ing more women like Spalding. I wanted 
more female actors and singers whose 
careers continue after they reach 30 and 
their sexuality appears to dry up in the 
eyes of popular culture. I wanted female 
athletes who wear clothes more practical 

than skirts or spandex. I wanted 
entertainment to build on talent 
and passion instead of sex appeal.

But I kept running into the issue 
of choice: what about the woman 
who consents to being sexualized?  

My initial response was that 
choice is often an illusion. A singer 
who must dress sexually to advance 
her career is not making a choice, 
just like a woman in Saudi Arabia 

who prefers not to drive is not making a 
choice. At the same time, I felt uncomfort-
able telling women who express themselves 
sexually they’re internalizing sexism, just as 
I feel uncomfortable telling Muslims in hijab 
they’re oppressed. 

My discomfort comes from being 
exposed to a liberal sexual ethics that wor-
ships consent. For decades, the left has been 
fighting for choice in the face of efforts to 
legislate morality, from archaic sodomy laws 
to current attempts to limit women’s access 
to contraception. 

While these are noble fights, they’ve 
had the effect of compressing sexual 

ethics to consent: sexuality is unambigu-
ously good when all parties are free to 
choose. This view is dangerous, particu-
larly for unchurched young people like 
myself — outside a religious context, po-
tential harms from consensual sexuality 
can go unnoticed. A Nicki Minaj concert 
is consensual, but it still devalues and 
degrades women.

Here, the left needs to make a distinc-
tion between law and culture. The govern-
ment has no place telling people how to 
express their sexuality, but the culture 
must encourage women to see and enjoy 
their bodies as more than tools for sex.

Spalding neatly fit the mold of feminism 
shown to me by my sister, mother and 
countless other examples in my life: that 
women are powerful, creative, expansive 
minds worth treating with respect.

The law should allow women to choose 
less wholesome modes of expression, but 
the culture can and should encourage 
women to be their most thoughtful selves.

So I feel comfortable demanding more 
women like Spalding — more female ac-
tors and singers in their 40s and 50s, more 
female athletes in practical clothing and 
entertainment based on talent and passion 
instead of sex appeal.

Danny Bugingo 
can be reached at

 arg-opinion@uidaho.edu

consent is not enough
Choice is necessary 
but not sufficient for 
healthy sexual images

Danny Bugingo
argonaut

March 7

Undergrad Job Applications

Le Hall
argonaut
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It’s finally reached that point in the 
semester — the time when the focus of 
students shifts from midterms 
and essays to sandy beaches 
and abundant sunshine. 

Spring break provides an 
opportunity for students at 
the University of Idaho to 
de-stress from the hustle and 
bustle of academic life as they 
prepare for the final stretch of 
the semester. 

Despite negative stereotypes like 
raunchy partying and binge-drinking, 
spring break can serve as a chance for 
students to let loose in a secure and 
responsible manner.

Whether travel plans include an 
exotic destination such as Cancun, 
or a regional locale like Spokane, 
here are several tips that can help 
provide a safe and fun environment 
for vacationers.

Travel
Although it may be tempting 

to drive away from campus at the 
speed of light, the ever-persistent 
winter weather could produce dan-

gerous road conditions. 
This is especially true for 
students traveling to the 
Boise region, as the high 
altitude near McCall has 
produced slick highways 
in recent weeks.

In this situation, 
nearly everyone would agree 
that it is better to reach the fi-
nal destination a few minutes 
late, rather than spending the 
afternoon in a hospital bed.

For those traveling 
internationally, it is impor-
tant to relay flight and hotel 
information to family and 

friends. Frequent check-ins with these 
individuals will also let them know if 
an emergency has arisen or if the trip 
is going smoothly.

Social life
Safety at bars and nightclubs has 

always been key for college students, 
but this aspect should be empha-
sized even more for those visiting 
another city.

As rudimentary as it sounds, 
implementing a buddy system can 
provide a protective and reliable 
atmosphere. Whether the schedule 
includes a night on the town or a 
quick run for fast food, a partner’s 

presence can provide extra 
peace of mind.

Drinking
Let’s be real — the 

chances of sipping a mar-
garita or two during spring 
break are fairly high. But 

like all good things, alcohol should be 
enjoyed in moderation. 

One drink per hour serves as a 
suitable guideline for those who want 
to avoid a pesky hangover, but many 
individuals know their limit. Despite 
the temptation to enter a tequila-
chugging competition, it is better to 
spend the night with a slight buzz — 
not a blackout experience.

In addition, students should 
remember to never leave their drinks 
unattended. Even if the atmosphere 
seems casual and intimate, someone’s 
true intentions might still be hidden.

There’s nothing wrong with having 
fun and letting loose after a stressful 
round of midterms, but a safe and 
responsible environment will help 
students fully appreciate their experi-
ence as they deepen relationships and 
create lasting memories.

Josh Grissom 
can be reached at 

arg-opinion@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @GoshJrissom

For more opinion 
content, visit 

uiargonaut.com

Spring break safety
The key to a successful 
break includes a safe and 
responsible atmosphere

Josh Grissom
Argonaut

When the dark thoughts 
take control, and frustration 
seems like an understate-
ment, it’s impera-
tive to know there 
are others out there 
who understand 
these ailments of 
the mind.    
    Most people can 
recall a length of 
time when they’ve 
felt depressed, 
but in many instances 
these bouts with depres-
sion are relatively short 
lived. However, there are 
many people who live in a 
contemporary, seemingly 
never-ending war within 
themselves. Their minds 
contort in a battleground, 
and the only casualties are 
pieces of themselves.  
    From my own experi-
ence, depression is a ball 
and chain shackled to a 
person’s ankle. Sometimes, 
if the day is kind, that ball 
and the chain just sits there.             
   However, it’s always with-
in close proximity, causing 
soreness for the ankle, but 
after enough time passes 
one could almost forget it 
was there — almost.  
    On other days, the 
weight of that restraint is 
all too noticeable. Some 
people are fortunate 
enough to find social in-
teraction, making friends 
and enjoying life easy to 
do. For others, those same 
actions become nearly 
impossible, thanks to the 
weight around their ankle.  
    My childhood was a 
crucible for me. I only had 
a few real friends, no aspi-
rations for the future and 
even less self-esteem.                  

My home life was 
plagued with emotional 
unrest, financial crisis 
and substance abuse. To 
me, the word “home” was 

synonymous with a gut-
wrenching sense of anxi-
ety for what might happen 
that day. Loud arguments, 
bill collectors calling at 
every hour and numbing 

my mind with TV 
was all I expected 
while walking 
home from school.   
    Don’t get me 
wrong — my 
parents are the 
best people on 
this planet. In the 
midst of an impos-
sible situation, my 

parents did the best they 
could with the tools they 
were given. They are still 
together, and share a bond 
with each other that I can 
only dream to find in with 
a person someday. 
    However, 11-year-old 
me didn’t understand this 
at the time, the only thing 
I was aware of was my 
own shortcomings.  
    I knew I lacked stabil-
ity, athleticism, friends, 
aesthetic appeal and the 
pageantries associated 
with having money. I felt 
like I had nothing, so 
therefore I was noth-
ing. Instead of focusing 
on things that an average 
11-year-old should be 
focused on, I expended 
my energy on figuring out 
how to be content with 
my life.  
    Directionless and afraid, 
I found myself thinking 
about what it would be 
like to simply not ex-
ist. I never contemplated 
committing suicide, but I 
thought about not existing 
as if I had never been born. 
Before I was a teenager, I 
wondered what others lives 
would be like without my 
existence. I had little to no 
self-worth, so how much 
could my absence really 
affect anybody else?

My own personal social 
problems, combined with 

the stress of financial crisis 
and depression manifested 
into something that ruled 
my life for years. 
    Fortunately, I was able to 
escape my own demons by 
moving away from the town 
I had resided in throughout 
my childhood. After mov-
ing I met my best friends 
to date, my family has since 
healed from the emotional 
beating we had endured, 
and we have all found our 
own ways to move forward 
from the past. I still bear 
my own metaphorical scars, 
but I won’t let them dictate 
my actions anymore.  
    Unfortunately, there are 
many out there who can’t 
escape themselves, no mat-
ter how far away they go. To 
those people, I admire the 
strength it takes to move 
forward every day. I know 
how excruciating a bad 
day can be, but I also know 
how blissful a good one is. 
Things that are worth hav-
ing never come easy, and 
life is no exception.  
    Depression is one heck 
of a beast to take on alone, 
and if I had stayed where 
I was I don’t know if that’s 
a fight I could have won. 
However, there are those 
who care, and those who 
can help. 

Dragging that ball and 
chain will be so worth it on 
the day it can be taken off.

Andrew Ward 
can be reached at 

arg-opinion@uidaho.edu

C
R
U
M
B
S

https://uicrumbs.wordpress.com

Demons endured
 Hard times breed 
better people

Andrew Ward
Argonaut

Things that are 
worth having 
never come 

easy, and life is 
no exception. 
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Wishing you all safe 
travels and a 
relaxing week

Spring break is 
almost here!

There is something incredibly intrigu-
ing about fantastical stories 
and worlds of fantasy. To be 
immersed in a world similar, 
yet distinct from reality, full of 
endless bizarre, imaginative and 
extraordinary possibilities — it 
can be an incredible experience. 

In any medium, including 
movies, books or video games, 
fantasy has a way of engaging 
the participant like no other 
fictional genre. 

We relate to the characters, but we also 
desire to share their journeys and experi-
ences. Part of us wishes we could be them, 
even with all the challenges and trials they 
face. There is something irresistible about 
living in a world full of magic and mythical 

creatures, potentially venturing on an epic 
journey across unexplored lands filled with 
hidden treasures and secrets.

The world of fantasy doesn’t need to be 
explained. It’s a world that often doesn’t 
make sense, and that’s OK. The mystery of 
it is compelling — since we don’t under-

stand it, we want to spend time in it.
Mark Chadbourn, a fantasy author 

from the United Kingdom, said the 
genre is as broad as the imagination.

“The one defining characteristic 
is irrationality. The genre starts at the 
point where science ends,” Chad-
bourn said.

It defies modern reasoning and 
presents an alternative universe with 

its own set of rules, which are fascinating 
to explore. 

When we set the ego aside and tempo-
rarily suspend logic and facts in our minds, 
we can let ourselves simply sit in wonder — 
marveling at the beautiful world and story 
of fantasy — free from the need to ratio-

nalize and criticize. Safe in the 
comfort of a theater, living room 
or bookstore, we can forget ev-
erything we know about science 
and enter into a universe where 
things are not as they seem.  

Another UK fantasy author, 
Mark Newton, said fantasy offers us a 
chance to break out of mundane routines 
and moments.

“People like to explore greater themes — 
themes that go beyond the limited palette 
that literary fiction claims to offer. Any-
thing is possible in fantasy, and the genre 
can exercise our ability to think, and to 
wonder,” Newton said.

Fantasy unearths the simple things that 
have been lost — truths, hopes, struggles 
and conflicts — which are challenges and 
triumphs experienced by all of humanity. 
It communicates the aspirations of society 
through symbolism and allegory in themes 
and stories that have been told and retold 
for thousands of years. As the critic, jour-

nalist and author Lev Grossman 
put it, “fantasy is a literature of 
longing, a longing for things that 
are lost.”

Fantasy stories aren’t only an 
escape from the monotony of 
daily life, they are the catalyst 

that unlocks wonder, imagination and 
hope inside the participant. They teach 
us to dream, to be filled with awe like a 
child, and to develop wisdom, courage 
and perseverance through challenges and 
adversity.

The stories of fantasy are the stories of 
humanity, and through them we can learn 
to be the everyday wizards, merchants, 
princesses and kings in our own reality — 
admirable and bold, kind and compassion-
ate, fierce and strong — ready to venture 
out on this grand quest called life. 

Andrew Brand
 can be reached at 

arg-opinion@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @theandrewbrand

The fascination with the fantastical
The fantasy genre is not 
just an escape For more opinion 

content, visit 
uiargonaut.com

Andrew Brand
Argonaut

I consider myself very open-minded to 
topics, so long as they aren’t offensive. 

My life has changed for the better 
since I’ve learned how to take things 
more personally. I want to change lives. 
People’s perspectives change the more I 
argue with them.

I get offended when you don’t 
make eye contact with me or you 
stare at me too long. It feels as 
though I’m not important to you, 
or too important. 

My arguments are never hypo-
critical because they are always 
right. If you see a contradiction 
there, that’s only because you’re 
the contradiction.

I want to preach my offensive 
gospel. Once everyone learns how to be 
offended, then the world can be a better 
place.

Politically correct

The most important thing is to censor 
people, so they know not to use certain 
words. It’s important they aren’t making 
false labels, so call them something that 
ends with an “-ist.” Labeling helps them 
self-reflect more — just make sure they’re 
not labeling you. 

Animal and baby 
videos

If you’re watching a cute 
animal or infant video, make sure 
every parameter is safe, and com-
ment how unsafe it is, because no 
one else saw how unsafe it was. 
This way it won’t happen again.

Don’t agree to disagree
No. They have to agree. This 

is the No. 1 offensive rule violation. It’s 
sad because they have no purpose in life 
and I’m the only who can make it better 
by changing their mind. If I change their 

mind, then I’m giving them purpose. 

Religion
When someone says they believe in 

something, make sure to have a staring 
contest until they stop believing in it. Then 
argue about their belief with sources they 
don’t believe in. 

Injustice
If your friend throws away food, tell 

them about all the starving children in Af-
rica. If they say they’re vegan, mention how 
vegans are all alike and want to convert you 
to veganism.

Politics
If you see an outrageous news report, 

comment with a statistics report that proves 
you’re right, but remain mysterious and 
don’t leave any source. If you have to leave 
a source, make sure it’s a biased source. If 
a politician acts in a childish way, point 

out how eerily similar they are to an evil 
historical dictator. This will help people 
change their minds because they never saw 
that revelation in the first place.

History
When you state how evil a person is 

don’t use figures like Mao Zedong or Stalin. 
No one knows who they are.

These proverbs have changed my life 
and opened me to new ideas. I’m just more 
authentic now than I ever was when I was 
compliant. I’m so laid back. People feel like 
they can be themselves around me.

What’s this all about? I don’t know. I 
just know I need to keep dividing people in 
order to bring unity.

Catherine Keenan 
can be reached at 

arg-opinion@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @Ckeeneye

The guide to being offended  I want my opinion 
coming out of your mouth

Catherine Keenan
Argonaut
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