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Don't let the title fool you: Shades
of Black is about culture, not race,
said Kwapi Vengesayi, executive pro-
ducer of the event.

The 7th annual production of
Shades of Black —which will fea-
ture black fraternities and sororities,
representatives from the African Al-
liance and God's Harmony Gospel
Choir —will be hosted by Alvin Wil-
liams, a University of Idaho graduate
who recently took part in the Shades
of Laughter comedy tour,

The event starts Saturday at 5 p.m.
in the Student Union Building Ball-
room, It is free and open to the public,
though the after party costs $3 to enter
until 11p.m, when it becomes free.

Vengesayi said the show helps
display the vibrant African American
community at UI, and Washington
State University free of stereotypes.
He said there are African American
fraternities and sororities and an Af-
rica Night, but no events brought all
of them together.

"That was the whole premise for
Shades of Black —(to) bring together
different aspects of the black experi-
ence in Moscow-Pullman and then
putting them on the same stage,"

Vengesayi said. "Soit is a way of shar-
ing a more unified existence to the
community, but also creating a kind
of relationship within ourselves."

When the show first started seven
years ago, he said performers were
thrown at random on stage and did
what they wanted. Now, the show
is reigned in and focuses on a sin-
gle theme. This year's theme is "A
Legacy."

"It's become a very positive cul-
tural show," said Helene Williams,
the WSU coordinator for the event.

Vengesayi expects an overflow
crowd this year. He said little standing
room has been available in past years,
and people flowed in from around the
Northwest and as far away as Ala-
bama, with the largest portion of the
audience being WSU students.

. "It's humbling in the sense a place
like Idaho can have people flying
from Alabama just to watch a black
show," Vengesayi said. "If you have
blackpeople from Alabama flying into
Idaho to watch a black show, it means
you'e doing something right."

He said despite what UI has done,
a lot still needs work in order to cre-
ate a multi-cultural experience for
students on the UI campus.

"You have people coming to that
show because they want to learn some-

thing ...to see people dance ...because
their professor told them to ...so de-
pending (on) what someone is there
for, they take something different from
it (the event)," Vengesayi said.

Other universities are consider-
ing similar events for their campuses,
Vengesayi said.

"Boise State initially showed inter-
est, but then kind of backed up, but
Western Washington has been very
intrigued by it," he said, also noting
University of Washington and Seattle
University as possibilities. "Then
next year we will be bringing in Cen-
tral Washington University so that
we are ...growing."

He said even though it may grow
in the future, he still wants to keep
the original blueprint and not en
force stereotypes already out

ther'n

television.
He said the term "Shades of Black"

is objective and broad, and could go in
many directions as more universities
take it up and use it to fit their campus-
es. He wants it to stay homegrown and
run by students and for students and
the Moscow-Pullman community.

The artists performing will in-
clude Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Alpha
Phi Alpha fraternity, the African Al-
liance, God's Harmony Gospel Choir
and Williams.

File Photo by Kate Kucharzyk/Argonaut
Performers dance on stage during the 2009 Shades of Black
in the Student Union Building Ballroom. The 7th annual pro-
duction of Shades of Black will take place Saturday at 5 p.m.
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Today
Students participate in Gulf Coast internship

E-Verify Session
1 p.m.
North Campus Center,
Landing Area
Due to a new federal

law designed to ensure the
federal government only
does business with compa-
nies with a legal workforce,
the University of Idaho
has decided to E-Verify
its entire workforce. All
employees hired between
Nov. 7, 1986 and Jan, 28,
2008 will have to complete
a new U,S. Citizenship and
Immigration Service form.

Stephanie Hale-Lopez
Argonaut

the volunteer center and
this program,"

The Gulf Coast Relief Se-
mester Internship is spon-
sored by the ASUI Center
for Volunteerism and Social
Action and Josh Dean, the
center's coordinator, said
it's a great experience.

"The program is a se-
mester long opportunity
for students to live and
work in the Gulf Coast
area, helping communities
rebuild from natural disas-
ters," Dean said.

The group arrived in
Mississippi in January and
will complete their intern-
ship in April. Every student
works in a different area on
a daily basis, ranging from
construction, working with
local schools and leading
volunteer groups.

"I like to go to school
in a nontraditional way,"
Bryan said. "IYs a good
mix between a school, an
exchange program and an
[Alternative Spring Break]
trip. Everything we'e done
has been kind of a whim,
you have to be outgoing
and be able to change your

While most students
spend their spring se-
mester attending athletic
events, looking forward
to spring break and
making summer plans,
others opt for a more
hands-on approach.

This year, four stu-
dents from the Univer-
sity of Idaho are in the
Gulf Coast and will
spend the next three
months helping those af-
fected by'Hurricane Ka-
trina through the ASUI
Center for Volunteerism
and Social Action.

"We are actually al-
ready down here in Bay
St. Louis, Miss., and
have been down here
for a month now," said
Jake Bryan, a junior
communication studies
major currently in the
program. "My goal is to
not so much have peo-.
ple learn about us, but
to bring awareness to
students of the opportu-
nity they have through

Jazz Bands and Choirs
7:30p.m.
Administration Building,
University Auditorium
Tickets are available at

the door and cost $5 for
adults and $3 for students
and senior citizens.

Saturday
Shades of Black
'5 p.m.
Student Union Building
Ballroom
The theme of the 7th

annual Shades of Black
event is "A Legacy," which
is about reflecting on the
past while looking toward
the future. The event will
feature Iota Phi Theta and
Alpha Phi Alpha fraterni-
ties, the African Alliance,
God's Harmony Gospel
Choir and host Alvin Wil-
liams, a comedian and UI
graduate. The event is free
and open to the public.

Sunday
Sigma Alpha Iota
Spring Musicale: If
Music Be the Food of
Love, Play On

The performance will
feature music from UI pro-
fessors', alumni and other
performers. Donations to
Sigma Alpha Iota will be
accepted at the door.

Monday
First-time study abroad
advising
1:30p.m.
Idaho Commons Pan-

orama Room

Social Justice Forum:
"What Does It Mean
To Be Native

Americana'hat

Does It Mean To
Be IndianT"
7 p.m.
A panel will discuss

Native American culture,

identity and other issues.
The event is presented by
the UI Native American
Student Center and the
Moscow Human Rights
Commission.

Rebecca Boone
Associated Press

diplomats just after dusk.
They waited until they
were safely inside a white
van before flashing smiles
and giving a thumbs up to
reporters.

Government officials
said the eight freed Ameri-
cans were expected to arrive
in Mami late Wednesday.

"Obviously I'm very ex-
cited that my wife is coming
home," said Eric Thompson,
whose wife, Carla Thomp-
son, is among the group
leaving Haiti. "IYs been dif-
ficult but at the same time
God has lifted us up and
kept us encouraged and
helped us through this."

Earlier in the day, judge
Bernard Saint-Vil told The
Associated Press that eight
of the 10 missionaries were
free to leave without bail or
other conditions after par-
ents testified they volun-
tarily handed their children
over to the missionaries.

The missionaries said
they were on a humanitar-
ian mission to rescue child

uake victims by taking
em to a hasflly prepared

orphanage in the Dominican
Republic and have denied
accusations of trafficking.

U.S. Sen.'im Risch, R-
Idaho, said the eight freed
Americans were leaving
without passports and per-
sonal belongings. Each for-
mer detainee would have
to make their own travel ar-
rangements back home.

Risch declined to talk
about or speculate on the
facts of the Haitian case
against the missionaries or
a pending release of Silsby
and Coulter.

An Idaho Baptist pas-
tor offered mixed feel-
ings Wednesday on the
decision by a Haitian
judge to release eight of
10 American missionar-
ies charged with child
kidnapping after trying
to bus 33 children out of
the country last month.

The eight Americans,
six from Idaho, left Port-
au-Prince on a U.S. Air
Force C-130 cargo plane
bound for Mami late
Wednesday and arrived
in Miami shortly after
midnight. Laura Silsby,
the leader of the rescue
mission, and her assis-
tant, Charisa . Coulter,
remain in custody for ad-
ditional questioning with
the judge.

Clint Henry, pastor
'at Central Valley Baptist
Church in Meridian, said
the church, relatives and
friends are excited and
encouraged by the re-
lease of eight detainees.

"We will continue to
pray for and work to-
ward their release, be-
lieving that will come
soon as well" Henry said
of the two still being held
in Haiti. 'The

families'eepest

gratitude goes to
countless people around
the world who offered
their support, encourage-
ment and prayers during
this very difficult time.

The eight —looking
bedraggled and sweat-
soaked —walked out of
the jail escorted by U.S.
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U.S. waiting for news
on Idaho missionaries

plans for the day. There's a
greater knowledge of ASB
trips and people interested
in it that would also be in-
terested in this."

Participants in the in-
ternship program remain
full-time students and com-
plete online coursework.

"...it'salso an internship
that they [participants] cr'c-
ate w'ith the help of their ad-
viser and the ASUI Center
for Volunteerism and Social
Action, based on their area
of study," Dean said.

The internship is a fairly
new one and was first of-
fered last year.

"The program was pilot-
ed during the spring 2009

semester when (senior)
Alejandra Lopez spent her
semester in Bay St. Louis,
Miss. working with re-
building efforts," Dean
said. "It was established as
a result of students want-
ing to gain a more in-depth
experience with non-profit
organizations and rebuild-
ing efforts."

The ASUI Center for
Volunteerism and Social
Action covered the living
and travel expenses of the
students currently on the
Gulf Coast. Bryan said he
wants to spread the word
about the program in the
hopes of receiving addi-
tional funding to send more
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students in the future, and
that he would define his
time spent thus far on the
Gulf as well-rounded;

"If students are inter-
ested in participating,
they should come to the
ASUI Center for Volun-
teerism and Social Action
and speak to me about the
program," Dean said. "[We
would] start brainstorming
potential internships that
would align with their area
of study."

"You'e coming down
here for the greater good
and to have a good time,"
Bryan said. "And it's a mix
of everything. It's not all
work and all play."




