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Stepping out:. Alpha Phi Alpha shows the way. 
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By Jane Roskams The step show originated in ·
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Seven dark bodies move the early days of slavery when .a: • · 
across the floor in near-perfect the main form of dance was , · 
synchronization. tap. The program includes a '. . w ·$-\ · 
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A beat, pumping out from wide variety of this kind of -�•·
the sound system is translated dance, as well as some soft . . · ··· -- ·;;:.
in to a rhythmic glide, shuffle shoe shuffling with just a lit- ''"''i'l
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and a twirl across the floor. tie bit of funk and soul. The �� )fi'!f'7'·�. 
No, it's not the scene on the guys will be assisted in their _., i•,_;_,;;i·�•'';;;. • _,. i1latest Michael Jackson video: efforts by the Alpha Angels, \. ·..,·-a· ,l;l,j;.,i,"'"""�<l',,�,.-it's J.W. Oysters, and the their sister group, who also 

Alpha Phi Alphas are at it help to make the costumes. 
again. The national fraternity now 

Tonight, the Alpha Phi holds an annual step show 
Alpha blackfraternity will pre- competition at its head
sent its annual step show for quarters, although the APAs 
the entertainment of all who at the UI haven't yet entered. 
attend. From early this century to 

The Alpha Phi Alpha frater- modern day video, people 
nity is a fraternity exclusively have always commented on 
for outstanding black the natural sense of rhythm 
students. displayed by black im-

Each year, they organize a migrants. Curtis Johnson, 
number of charitable events dean of pledges of the UI 
geared toward raising money chapter of the fraternity. 
for cancer research and the explained why. 
funding of scholarships for "It comes from our original 
black schools throughout the days in Africa," he said. "The 
United States. drum and rhythm were an in-

However, the step show tegral part of our culture, and 
isn't merely a chance for the much of our ancestors' tribal 
APAs to demonstrate their lives revolved around the 
versatility on the dance floor, tribal drum. That's why we 
it is an integral part of their life have a natural sense of 
within the APA fraternity rhythm. It goes back for 
system. centuries.'· 
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Dancin' Alphas 
Some of the members of the Alpha Phi Alpha Dance Team add some finishing touches to the 

routine they will be presenting as part of a "step_ show" they will be hosting tonight at J.W. 
Oysters. They are joined in the routine by some of the Alpha Angels, their sister group. (Photo 
by Deb Gilbertson) 

Dance theater ready and raring to go Whimsical music

for Palouse folk 

By Jerri Davis 
It's time. 
Once again the lights go up. 

the marly floor goes down, the · 
costumes go on and the cur
tain goes up. It's time to 
dance. 

This weekend marks the 
end of hours of rehearsal and 
hard work as University 
Dance Theater and Friends 
combine talents to present to 
the area's dance audience its 
spring concert. 

The dances are getting refin
ing touchs, and · dancers are 
working together with 
choreographers to polish per
formance skills. 

University Dance Theater 
has been a performing group 
on UI' s cam pus for over 16 
years. Each year the group 
presents a fall and a spring 
concert. With the preceding 
fall concert Dance Theater 
combined talents with the 
American Festival Ballet Jr. 
Company and the newly 
founded Main Street Dance 
Company to make the concert 
a combination of dance styles 
and talents. 

This combination between 
the three companies was so 
successful that it is again be
ing done for the spring con
cert. Diane Walker, director of 
Dance Theater was pleased 
with this success. 

"Dance is more important 
than any individual group," 
she says. "The cooperative 
effort shows what resources in 
dance are available in this 
community and that we can 
work well together. We have 

fun." 
Janice James Nelson, co

director of the ballet school, 
will also be performing in this 
weekend's concert. James 
was a principle dancer with 
Ballet West and the Cinncin
nati Ballet and so brings her 
professional talent to the stage 
to combine with the skill of the 
other dancers. 

Another special guest per
formance will be provided by 
the Main Street Dance Com
pany. This company· is 
directed by Cindy Albers and 
is not yet even a year old as 
part of the dance resource in 
Moscow. A jazz piece en tilted 
"Central Park" with accom
paniment by Chick Corea will 
be performed by six of the 
company's dancers. 

Most of the concert is stu
dent choreographed. This 
semester, five students work
ed under the direction of 
Walker to create their dances. 

"Each semester we have 
new ideas and music to work 
with," says Walker. ''Part of 
the excitement is that I never 
really know what kind of a 
concert we're going to have 
until the night before we open 
the concert.'' 

Each choreographer is en
couraged to develop her own 
ideas and particular dance 
style. According to Walker, 
this creates a very interesting 
array of dances which support 
various styles and concepts. 
The concert turns out to be a 
mixture of interpetations in 

the dance modes - ballet, 
modem and jazz - and the 
variations combined prove to 
be very exciting. 

"After seeing last fall's con
cert I had a friend tell me he 
had no idea there were so 
many different ways to 
dance," says Walker. 

Lynne Rigby, a dancer and 
choreographer who has been 
involved with Dance Theater 
for several years, has 
choreographed a piece for this 
weekend's concert that she 
calls her "six year 
progression." 

"I learn more about myself 
each time I put my work on 
stage. It is a perfect way to 
develop talent and to discover 
creativity." 

"Six year progression" uses 
almost all of the university's 
dancers and will be the finale 
for the concert. The style is a 
variation of modem, using a 
lively jazz piece of music for 
accompaniment. 

''There are two aspects to 
performing with Dance 
Theater: education and enter
tainment," Walker says. 

"Each semester I see growth 
in both areas.'' 

As entertainment, the com
pany strives to bring quality 
dance to the audience and to 
develop an audience for 
dance. Walker feels that the 
more this area is exposed to 
good dance and its various 
styles the more appreciative 
and critical the audience will 

be. One of the better known For the student performing perpetrators of British politicalwith Dance Theater there are and social satire will be bringeducational values also. All ing his own brand of musicstudents that perform are not and humour to the Palouse majors or minors in the dance today. program. If they are interested Leon Rosselon, best known in dancing and make it as a singer/songwriter ·will through the auditions at the give a free performance at beginning of each semester, noon in Butch's Den, CUBthen the opportunity to per- basement, on the Washingtonform is theirs. State University campus. He 
They are required to take will then move to Moscow in 

technique classes offered to _ the evening to perform at the 
improve their skill, but most Cafe Libre at 7:30 p.m. 
of the work comes in the Rosselon's concert program rehearsals for the dances. mjxes radical folk songs, With the cooperative effort of feminist songs, political, social 
all involved the students learn and topical diatribes, anti
to work and dance in a prof es- nuclear warnings and songs of 
sional atmosphere. love and marriage with 

"Even if they never dance or poems, rhymes and quota
choreograph again, members tions. These are all served up 
of the company develop with his own style of wit, 
character traits that help them charm and the occasional 
in their lives and careers," glimpse of anger, making a 
Walker says. performance which CO!!!�s 

over in to a profound and 
coherent whole. The University Dance 

Theater is totally self
supporting, and the money 
received from the concert 
Uckets goes back into the 
company. After expenses are 
paid for, the money that is left 
over is used for scholarships 
and for bringing in prof es
sional dancers and companies 
to perform and teach 
workshops. 

··we work hard to enrich
our dance program. For our 
own benefit. for the university 
and for the community, and 
we need the support of the 
dance fans that are out there," 
says Walker. 

Rosselson writes with 
humorous intelligence which 
makes his songs thought
provoking and poignant 
rather than depressing. and 
was once described by some 
reviewers as "an anarchist 
Noel Coward." 
He has also incorporated a 
new dimension in to his per
formances - small sketches. 
The first is an anti-nuclear 
protest, called No cause for

Alarm, and the second a wit
ty; sidewise look at love, mar
riage and relationships called 
Love, Loneliness and 

Laundry. 




