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D.J. Walker, a VTD student, works on a personal project of his, a turret gun for the digital model of a star destroyer while his pet tegus named 
Lazarus relaxes on his shoulder.  Walker came to UI as a mechanical engineering major and later switched to VTD. 

Designs and dinosaurs
A student’s imagination comes to life 
through Virtual Technology and Design

Corrin Bond

Argonaut

In a striped button-up and jeans, Univer-
sity of Idaho senior D.J. Walker looks like 
an average undergraduate student, but the 
lizard sleeping under the collar of his shirt 
begs to differ.

“This guy is named Lazarus, he likes to sleep 
under my shirt,” Walker said. “He’s one of the 
smartest lizards in the world.”

Walker, a Virtual Technology and Design 
senior, said he often brings one or two of his 10 
reptiles to his classes.

“Lots of my pets end up coming to class 
with me,” Walker said. “Everyone in the VTD 
classes have their own laptops and they like to 
cuddle up by the spot where the laptops blow 
out warm air.”

Walker said his love for reptiles, which 
stemmed from a childhood fascination with di-
nosaurs, parallels his passion for virtual design.

The Cottonwood native first came to UI to 
pursue a Mechanical Engineering degree, but 
later switched to VTD. He is in his fourth year 
of Virtual Technology and Design and in his 
fifth year at the university. 

“In high school, I was always making cool, 
futuristic things in shop class and that’s why I 

joined Mechanical Engineering,” Walker said. 
“My first year, I learned engineering was more 
math than design and it was really boring, so I 
decided to change majors.”

After deciding to forgo engineering, Walker 
said he chose the VTD program after reading 
about it on UI’s website.

“I’ve always loved video games, but I 
never really thought I wanted to make them,” 
Walker said. “I thought it’d be kind of cool to 
give VTD a shot and it was exactly what I was 
looking for.”

Although there are multiple creative 
avenues in VTD, Walker said his favorite thing 
to design is landscapes.

“I personally like environmental design in 
video games and making the levels of virtual 
environments,” Walker said. “It means build-
ing trees, waterfalls, all of the surroundings.”

Despite administration 
efforts, UI enrollment 
continues to drop 

Erin Bamer

Argonaut

The enrollment woes con-
tinue at the University of Idaho.

Jean Kim, vice provost for 
Student Affairs and Enroll-
ment Management, reported 
at a Faculty Senate meeting 
Tuesday that total student en-
rollment is down for fall se-

mester by 
about 3.3 
percent com-
pared to the 
previous aca-
demic year. 

The figure 
was based on 
the 10th-day 

count from Sept. 4.
“Overall, it’s not a great 

picture,” Kim said. “We didn’t 
increase our enrollment as we 
had hoped, but it’s not as bad as 
it could be.”

As one of University of 
Idaho President Chuck Staben’s 
primary goals has been to in-
crease enrollment by 50 percent 
by the year 2025, many faculty 
and administration were hoping 
to see some increase in enroll-
ment this semester after a year 
of work.

Most of the demographics 
of students accounted for saw 
a slight decline in numbers, 
including undergraduate and 
graduate students.

“Enrollment is a function of 
both recruiting students and re-
taining students,” Kim said. 

During the Faculty Senate 
meeting, Kim spoke about the 
strategic enrollment manage-
ment plan that outlines various 
strategies. She said UI deans 
are now considering the report 
and are looking at how they can 
increase enrollment in each of 
their colleges. 

Certain objectives were tar-
geted toward recruiting first-
year students, retaining under-
graduate students, creating an 
infrastructure to attract new 
students and strengthening UI’s 
general brand. 

STUDENT LIFE FACULTY SENATE 

Another drop
in enrollment

SEE designs, PAGE 6 SEE enrollment, PAGE 6

Kim

Vandals ‘Got Your Back’
Campus Safety Week starts Monday

Taylor Nadauld
Argonaut

Much more than a bench has been left in 
Katy Benoit’s legacy. 

The fourth annual Campus Safety 
Week begins Monday and will host 
speakers, informational fairs and 
trainings throughout the week all in 
the name of making University of 
Idaho students safer.

The week is dedicated to Benoit,  
a UI graduate student, who was shot 
and killed by her professor in 2011.

The week is dedicated to safety 
awareness and was specifically instituted to 
prevent a tragedy like Benoit’s from ever hap-
pening to another student or teacher again, said 
Virginia Solan, Coordinator of Violence Pre-
vention Programs at UI.

She said she considers it her responsibil-
ity to sponsor the event every year in Benoit’s 
memory. Safety Week provides these events in 

an effort to make UI students more capable of 
handling dangerous situations they may en-
counter, Solan said.  

The theme of the week will center around 
the university’s “I Got Your Back” campaign, 
which encourages students to look out for 

one another.  
“This is who we are,” Solan said of 

the university. “It’s a culture of caring.”
UI has hosted Safety Week annu-

ally since 2012, a year after Benoit’s 
death. This year will feature a healthy 
relationships fair, alcohol awareness 
campaigns, suicide prevention training 
and “Take Back the Night,” an event the 
Women’s Center at UI has hosted for 

years even before safety week began.
The event aims to make the community’s 

strong stance against any forms of violence clear, 
and will include a rally, candlelit march and an 
open mic. Solan said the turnout in past years 
has been powerful. 

STUDENT SAFETY

Challenging students
Morrison hopes to build 
relationships with students

Nishant Mohan
Argonaut

After being in higher education for 
17 years, Hassel Morrison, new associ-
ate Dean of Students, said it’s 
important to be comfortable 
with change.

“It’s not weird to have a new 
department,” Morrison said of the 
Dean of Students office, which has 
a number of new administrators. 

Morrison said he is not con-
cerned about joining a depart-
ment with new leadership. He said or-
ganizational change is something he has 
both done research on and experienced 
himself during his time working in 
higher education. 

The University of Idaho hired Mor-
rison as the associate Dean of Students 

after conducting a national search follow-
ing Craig Chatriand’s promotion to Dean 
of Students and then his subsequent resig-
nation from the position.

Morrison said he wants to learn 
more about the culture on campus and 
in Moscow. 

“There might be processes, there might 
be policies, there might be per-
spectives that we might not have 
touched on before, or might be 
lacking in,” Morrison said. “My 
hope is that I can ask the ques-
tions or I can bring about the 
concern or I can bring a perspec-
tive that fills gaps.”

Previously, Morrison served 
as associate and later interim director 
of Housing and Residence Life at North 
Carolina Central where he oversaw a $11 
million budget and was involved in listen-
ing to appeals in behavior issues. 

ADMINISTRATION
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Solan

Morrison

I thought it’d be kind of 
cool to give VTD a shot 

and it was exactly what I 
was looking for.

D.J. Walker, VTD student
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Moscow
208-882-6873

  TRANSPORTER REFUELED
PG-13  Daily (5:00) 7:20 9:50  Sat-Sun (12:00) (2:30)

 STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON
R  Daily (4:40) 8:15  Sat-Sun (1:15)

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE ROGUE NATION
PG-13  Daily (4:20) 7:10 9:55  Sat-Sun (1:00)

THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E.
PG-13  Daily 7:00 9:35

SHAUN THE SHEEP MOVIE
PG  Daily (4:10)  Sat-Sun (1:30)

NO ESCAPE
R  Daily (4:00) 6:50 9:20  Sat-Sun (1:40)

Pullman
509-334-1002

  MR. HOLMES
PG  Daily (4:15) 6:50 9:15  Sat-Sun (11:20) (1:50)

  THE PERFECT GUY
PG-13  Daily (5:10) 7:30 9:50  Sat-Sun (11:50) (2:20)

  THE VISIT
PG-13  Daily (4:30) 7:00 9:30  Sat-Sun (11:40) (2:10)

  TRANSPORTER REFUELED
PG-13  Daily (5:00) 7:20 9:45  Sat-Sun (12:05) (2:40)

  WAR ROOM
PG-13  Daily (3:45) 6:30 9:20  Sat-Sun (1:00)

STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON
R  Daily (3:20) 6:40 10:00  Sat-Sun (12:10)

SINISTER 2
R  Daily (4:40) 9:40  Sat-Sun (11:30)

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE ROGUE NATION
PG-13  Daily (4:20) 7:10 9:55  Sat-Sun (1:30)

THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E.
PG-13  Daily 7:05  Sat-Sun (2:00)

www.PullmanMovies.com
www.EastSideMovies.com
Showtimes Eff ective 9/11/15-9/17/15

Walker, who is currently working on art 
for a new show pending production on the 
Syfy channel, said he also enjoys 3D model-
ing spaceships.

While Walker is pursuing his passion 
through design, he said one of the most chal-
lenging parts of studying VTD is how time-
intensive projects can be.

“You don’t get much sleep, especially when 
you have a project that takes 20 hours to make a 
cool model set,” he said. 

Despite the challenge of carving out time for 
class projects, Walker said he also volunteers to 
tutor struggling VTD students and helps the 
Virtual Design Society.

Blayze Conley, president of the Virtual Design 
Society, said Walker helps new students become 
engaged with the program.

“D.J. helps us out with a lot of things,” Conley 
said. “He really helps represent the program.”

Conley said the goal of VDS is to offer re-
sources that will help students grow and become 
more engaged in the VTD program. 

“We try to arrange workshops and events that 
will cater to the needs of the program’s students,” 
Conley said.

Walker said the VTD program is great for 
students who, like him, have a wild imagination.

He said when it comes to being a VTD 
major, imagination is key and that his own 
imagination, “nerdy” history and childhood in-
spirations help foster his creativity whenever he 
designs landscapes.

 “When I design environments, I want them 
to feel like they’re part of a world that is actu-
ally lived in, not just a background made up for a 
story,” Walker said.

Corrin Bond 
can be reached at 

arg-news@uidaho.edu
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Some of these strategies 
have already been employed, 
such as the improvements to 
the university website, which 
Kim said is set to be fully com-
pleted by January. 

Faculty Senate member 
Jodi Nicotra said it’s impor-
tant to pinpoint why students 
do not choose UI and why 
other students decide to leave 
the university.

Kim said UI faces 
competition from 
other nearby uni-
versities like Boise 
State University and 
Washington State 
University. 

“Even though those of us 
who work here, who study 
here, we know that this is a 
great university,” Kim said. 
“But that is not a common 
knowledge even in the state of 
Idaho and especially outside 
of Idaho.” 

Faculty Senate member 
James Foster said he thinks 
faculty should have a more 
specific strategy to help in-
crease enrollment, focusing 

their efforts on teaching or 
conducting research. He said 
this was a critical part of how to 
represent the university in the 
best way.

“We need to decide what 
sort of university we want to 
be,” Foster said. 

Alan Caplan, a Faculty 
Senate member from the 
College of Agricultural and Life 
Sciences, said UI should look 
into catering to the parents of 
prospective or current students. 
He asked how much the univer-

sity was doing to 
consider that de-
mographic.

While Kim said 
there were some 
efforts specifically 
planned for parents 
— such as parent 

sessions during new student 
orientation — she admitted that 
UI could probably do more in 
the future.

Graduate student Anthony 
St. Claire asked Kim how the 
university plans to respond to 
the large influx of new students 
the administration is hoping 
for in terms of the amount of 
faculty or teaching assistants 
they would need to add to make 

up for the increase.
Kim said her team doesn’t 

think that enrollment will in-
crease as much as 50 percent 
in a single academic year, but 
rather they hope for a steady 
increase over the next 10 years 
or so.

Once enrollment numbers 
do begin to rise, Kim said the 
university would be prepared to 
accommodate for the increase 
in student bodies. 

“We believe there is capac-
ity,” Kim said. “It will take us 
probably a couple of years to get 
to before we have to look at in-
creasing faculty. And when we 
have that good problem I would 
assume that we would come up 
with a plan to address that.”

Erin Bamer can be reached at 
arg-news@uidaho.edu 

or on Twitter @ErinBamer
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The week includes many 
more events and ends with a 
screening of the “The Hunting 
Ground,” a documentary about 
rape on college campuses.

Solan said other universi-
ties have tried to stop the film 
from being shown because it 
makes the case that institu-
tions can play a role in “re-
victimizing” victims.

But Solan said that’s exactly 
why the film needs to be shown, 

in order to ensure 
that students and 
administrators are 
holding their in-
stitutions account-
able. A forum will 
be held after the 
screening to discuss. 

Of all the things she wishes 
students would consider for their 
safety, Solan said it’s their own in-
tuition that will save them.

Solan said she has worked 
with many students, male and 
female, who have felt like a situ-
ation was wrong, but felt peer 
pressure to go along anyway.    

“I wish that stu-
dents would listen to 
their gut,” Solan said. 
“Don’t worry about 
making somebody else 
uncomfortable. You’ve 
got to follow your gut 

instincts.”
For a complete schedule of 

Campus Safety Week events, visit 
www.uidaho.edu/studentaffairs/
health-education/i-got-your-
back/Schedule.

Taylor Nadauld
 can be reached  at

arg-news@uidaho.edu
or on Twitter @tnadauldarg

vandals 
FROM PAGE 1

Morrison is a member of the fraternity 
Alpha Phi Alpha and said his membership 
in the organization allows him to relate to 
students in Greek life.

Morrison said he also served as a leader 
in the organization, advising the group and 
holding its members accountable.

“I had a wonderful experience,” he said.
Instead of making assumptions, Mor-

rison said he wants to hear their feedback 
and start a conversation about their rela-
tionship with the university.

“Never underestimate the power of en-
gaging with students,” Morrison said.

Morrison said that he hopes to chal-
lenge UI students the way faculty chal-
lenged him when he was a student.

“We were advocated for, we were 
helped, but we were appropriately 
challenged too,” he said. “It’s how we 
became leaders.”

While working at North Carolina 
Central, Morrison said he worked with a 
computer science student who had an op-
portunity to work a paid internship with a 

company in South Dakota.
The student had never lived outside of 

North Carolina and had not had an intern-
ship before. 

“I asked him what he would be doing 
this summer and he said, ‘Well, I’ll proba-
bly just go home and work at Burger King,’” 
he said.

Morrison said he talked to the student 
about what was keeping him from taking 
the paid internship. The student took the 
offer and when he came back the next se-
mester, he said it was the best experience 
he had ever had.

“That’s what I’m talking about challeng-
ing students,” Morrison said.

Morrison said 
he looks forward 
to his relation-
ship with UI ad-
ministration and 
faculty as well as 
students.

“Staben seems down-to-earth and 
more approachable than university 
presidents I’ve worked with in the past,” 
he said.

He also said that his interactions with 
new Dean of Students Blaine Eckles and 
Vice Provost for Student Affairs Jean Kim 
have been good.

“The faculty seem like they care and 
are supportive,” he said. “Students are at a 
good place here at the University of Idaho.” 

Morrison received his undergraduate 
in media studies at Radford University and 
his master’s degree in education leader-
ship from Virginia State University. He is 
currently working on his doctorate higher 
education through North Carolina State.

Nishant Mohan 
can be contacted at

arg-news@uidaho.edu 
or on Twitter @NishantRMohan
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ASUI news briefs

Open source textbooks
ASUI Sen. Cruz Botello will work with 

ASUI President Max Cowan on the president’s 
project to replace textbooks for some Univer-
sity of Idaho courses with free, open source 
textbooks of equal quality. He plans to replace 
the majority of 100-level and general education 
course textbooks with these free alternatives.

Botello said he is passionate about joining 
the project as he can relate to the struggle of 
paying too much for textbooks. He said that al-
though the VandalStore may lose some income 
initially, having textbooks free the first year 
of college would be a major selling point that 
would increase enrollment and retention and 
generate more long-term funds. 

He said Open Stax is an example of a 
service that provides open source textbooks, 
though it is not necessarily what ASUI will 
propose UI use.

“Additional expenses deter people,” he said. 
“It would be an investment.”

On campus living exemption
ASUI Sen. Zachary Spence is working on a 

project to increase awareness about the exemp-
tions to UI’s requirement that all freshmen live 
on campus. He said there are age, credit and 
living arrangement exemptions that most stu-
dents do not know about.

FACES
ASUI Sen. Brianna Larsen is working on a 

resolution that would show support for domes-
tic violence and child neglect prevention group 
FACES or Family Advocacy, Care, Education, 
Support. The bill would give $500 to the group, 
which would allow the organization to promote 
awareness at UI’s homecoming game.

Police log

Sept. 8
8:25 a.m. S. Main St.

Caller said he had 
put some furniture in a 
consignment store and 
wanted it back. He later 
got in touch with the 
store owner and made 
arrangements.
11:04 p.m. State 
Highway 8

Caller accused an 
elderly couple of flipping 
people off and passing in 
the double yellow. The 
driver denied the allega-
tion.
11:38 p.m Kenneth 
Street

Caller had left her 
washer and dryer with 
her neighbor with whom 
she had been staying. 
When she went back to 
get them, her neighbor 
told her to get off the 
property. Police made 
arrangements for her 
machines to be returned.

Sept. 9
3:23 a.m. Indian Hills 
Drive

Caller said her sister 
called and said that her 
ex-boyfriend  was trying 
to break in. He had pre-
viously been served a 
trespassing notice and 
was arrested.
5:21 a.m. Pine Cone 
Road

Caller loaned a leased 
car to friend who ran up 
more miles than he ex-
pected. Caller claimed 
he was charged $13,000 
and wants his friend to 
pay.
5:27 p.m. N. Main St.

Walgreens called 
requesting a person be 
removed and a trespass-
ing notice be served 
against them.
11:04 p.m. N Main St.

Caller reported a 
trespasser who turned 
out to be a juvenile 
runaway.

Sept. 10
1:44 a.m. Blake Avenue

 Caller reported 
two to four uninvited 
unknown males running 
through Steele House.

Student Involvement

Molly Spencer  | Argonaut
From right to left, Madeline Scyphers, Samantha Hansen and Kyle Zeller inform students at the GSA table Wednesday. 

We need to decide 
what sort of 

university we want 
to be.

James Foster, 
faculty senate member

Never underestimate the 
power of engaging with 

students.

Hassel Morrison 
 associate Dean of Students
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