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for Henators, ot duy in Febraury, t0 declam
ieell ynanbaowly in faver of an wmendment
the Constitution of the Unlted Btales U

the poopls of the Biates to slect their M-

sn they do their gavarnors and Congross:

by direct vete. The public seatimen:
f.‘f"cltﬂ.ll"ﬁ'. ne Ul'.ml-l in the B a1 Al L
e Drmanl setion of lngislatures, Is in favor of
- lﬂl“h 1] MM! Il the qmuli-m vl bes
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e sty
group of andeveloped Torritovies into the 17
Daivitimue ”--l-.r P! weell Taidd
the legislatures and |
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mnjority in every single State.  Fach succeed-
ing Howwe of Huprosentatives st Washington
votes top this peoposition with etitioe or pescti-
cal nnARIGEY . my ohwtaely to gotiing the
propesed somndmeat before the country is the
Semate L, which las the Lad e to block

s

'
tarwet ul Linne

Memn while, pu!
prvsERrey

P

snd coustituents should dewmand of

whn Memators that they allow the povepomsd
ol v 8 b mn by Ll i . uaslila
way, to U decieton of the country In

wifectly well kpown that the pe
i |

rairte] Mlatw
Ty -[u-E:a:rul the thwe of the

Mennly during the rocent session, wes sof a ke
due o the prreunal scbhevses and ambéroms of
PErtain then Who wers progosing o LW @

feluten forr easpet v

tring thywr v sel v Liv Bhwe
I it =tmtes Sengh Thipwet eloetion ol ey
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iowoubl wake the wiper bouss at Wil
O W rirraeniative gm] efflrient b,
¥ [ty :.._',!| wl conaditions B &
nbmt of States, gud leave the lexclsls
e to o thidr prugesr worlk
» rpe— last week BSenatorial
clecthons were oo
piished in the Legislateres of New Jarcr,
West Vieginda, Texas, Nevad 4, dnd Mon
tane. bat the deadiocks still contisued n
Pemuwylvanbas, Wisoonsd e
oka, Utuh, Washingtoa, and Caliiprnis
la New ) ey Jodin Kads, km..--i!ul.- uE
banker and paorutor n mpekcipal fran
=4 culy Sema syt | Metrs-rat
1 4 1 K ™. L Sooft Key
( s ac i st Ueedd s Sensator )
& Lh L Ir i 18 w-A s gl
A i 4
o the stlvesr o Py b
2 his retirement even less than the e
sition 1 his clection six years ago. In
Nevada the reelected Senmator Stewars

hosen this year as a member of the

silver ' party instead of the * Repul
Phas  party, it should be sakd has
nothing m common with the Populist
party except silver. The Nevada Pupu

lstn generally regard Senator Stewart us
a raileoad appointee.  In Montasna W. A,
Clarke, the Democrat who succoeds Sena-
tar Mantle, Silver Republican, is 2 million-
aire banker and mineowner. lu Delaware
and Pennuylvania the week has heought
ne news, except that the confident prodic
tions of some ol the Quay leaders have
pot buen fullilied.  An attempt w




A Tupture betwedn the independest Repube
Teuns aned the Democrats a nesolution
indoming President McKinkey's athitude
towapd the treaty was defeated by the
adoption of an amendment opposing &
policy of forcible annesation,  In Montana
and California the changes of corraption
have berome more definite and ednvine-
ing. In Mostana the grand jury towhich
they were referred reported that there
wias no groand for indictment, but that
money had without doubt been used. 1In
California the investigating committee
appotated has reportesd that the Speaker of
the House plediged hissupport to two of the
wﬂmmﬂﬂ 10 secure his present
oiffice, bat had proviouly bommd hioseld
0 vote for U, 8. Geant, Je., by receiving
money from Mr. Grant’s managers.

gFnators and Legislatures

" Two of i wost interesting wpeethes
secently defivered in Congress were those
of the two Benators trom California upon
the resolutions unanimously adopted by
thie California Logiglature, instre=ting them
1o supgort the treety apa votg agabiest any
a ghevews.  These wesolutions

warein answer B 3 better ol Seriglor!

Perkins expressing his bhelief 'that Seém
tors were My duty bonnd fo repiesent the
ol their Sustes, but urging in strong

- pines would add an unassimilable element
|t our population, would require a great
Checrease inobr army and our wilitary ex-

m- would expose our farmers and
10 the competition of the servile
tabor of the Orient, and would involve the

abandonment of Washington's precept to
avold entanglements in the Old World's
cosilicts, ' Mr. White, who bad nat joined
his colleague in requesting the instructions
of the Legislsture, but wh, ke his col
 fengue, favored an  amendbent of the
i ¢ pb WS o prevent the cession of
;: declared in the Senate

Desmocrats voted against it dn | S 1
Republicas Legpslature sty ted ity Sen-
ators 1o vote for the free colmage of silver ;
at the present time no such instructions
were posmible.  * If the public are ¥ be
sppealed to,” sald Semator White, ¥ &t in
imperstive that there should be a vote,
that mistakes should be svoided. There
is no law for this, nor should 1 faver such
an enactment. | regret beyond the power
of expression the present sitwation, bat 1
must meet the present problem without,
as | view it, being faithless to my trust
and my manhood.” Senator Perkins said
i reply : 1 believe this to be a represents
tive government in the broadest acoepts
gon of the torm. My fiest duty s 10
represent the people of my State and of
the country, and when | have ascertained
what their sentiments and wishes are, 1
should be false to my position and | should
retire from it i 1 could not carry out
their wishes. 1 believe in carrying tut
after election just what 1 promised before
~that when | heard and knew the ex-
pressed will of the majority of my people,
1 would obey their instructions or | would
return to them the power which they tei
porarily delegated to me,”

These facts present the e betwoen
twe coneeptions of democtitie |govem.
ment, The antithesis between theny s
not often so clearly presented in 3 son-
cretn case.  Doubtless the Fathers ex-
pected, not that the people would directly
determime the great political questions
concerning National policy and National

last century, however, both im this
cantry and in Enjgland, has bees away

I trore thelr ('t‘ﬂce?tiult and wward democ-

This tendency




have colonies or not ! ot . - Al weh)
W Congress men, not 6 determine thesy
Quenstions for them, but w put the deicli
;m!u of the people into elfect, by formy
ating them in logistation.  Congressiigal
deliates are far less Mh they
nce were, and the object of the speaker
s Bt o influence the yoie in (o

but 1o mftuence the public opinion in hin
district.  The House of Representatives
is almest parely a i organization,
whose work is done in coAmmitiees, and
this is coming 10 be the case also in the
Semate. Nenstor  Perkins frankly  rec.
ognizes this change, and hoids himself
obliged 1o carry ot the decision of his
State when it s clearly ascertained and
definitely announced. Senator White doey
hot recognise this claim, bt holds bim-
self elected by the State, not 1o CRITY ot
its will, but to exercise his own Jucgrmemt
| on ity bebalf. Fither is a consistent and
hanorable position. Whether the reader
will think the tendency to transfier polith
true legislative fune-

ongress to the people, with
panying tendency te convert

nto A mere business body to

carry out the will of the people, is progress

| & legislature.

Senatorial Deadlocks
San Fronciece (Cal) (ad (Rep.) i
By way of variety in the discusion of reforms in &
atorial electionn, the snstern has twrned from @
familiar proposition of provi for wuch elections B
direct vote of the people to 3 new scheme of enablin
desdlocks 1o be broken in legistative bodies by suthosis§
ing the election of senators by inwtead of 3 |
majority vote.  Thenew plan, itted 1o con-
gress in a bill by Senator Hoar, provides "H':LEIIIM
have neceived a majority after seven separate ballots in joine
amembly, one of such ballots at feast ha been takon
o seven separate days, the porson who re a plarality
of all the votes cast on the naxt ballot, o, il there be no
plurslity, on the first subsequent ballot where any person
shall have & plurality, &8 majority of all the members of
both houses being present and voting, shall be declured
elected.” Election by & ¥ vote after the sev-
enth joint ballot would break a deadlock, but it
would in most cases break it to the advantage of some
candidate utterly unworthy of the office. It would open
the door of the senate for aspimants who could nevercom- |
mand a majerity vote nor obtain the suffrages of the
people, and such resalts would be worse than the most
prolonged deadlock we are ever likely to see, The 1
fact that such 2 plan has been sublnitted to 1S
sigmiicant of the tame of public sentiment on sub-
jeet. 1t shows that even the more vativa
citizens there is 3 general recognition of the evils growing
out of the present system of clecting senutory and &
desire to provide 5 remgedy. It is evident the hane tap
not be much longer ignored or posiponed. Deadiocks
and wome scandals are becoming too common In thése
periodical contests before the legislatures, and the conse
quences are too dissstrous 1o ordinary legislative business.
A change is inevitable, but when it is accomplished it
should not be a compromtise.  The ouly adequate remedy
for theabu 8 the popular one of clecting senstors by
divect vote t ple

._ TN i ¥, ) Comrger e
The most conclusive argument

\.-r. .f_rl an election
ol Senators by the people is that the present svstems ruing

It impairy its usefalness in the firse place
men are selected, not for legistasive ability, but
i account of friendship for some candidate for senator.
I case of close and protracted contests the time of the
legislature is taken up with the senatorial struggle and
other business i neglected. It in, therefore, a very waste-
fol way of electing a seqator. I chasen by 4901911!!
vote the sames of senatorial candidates could b
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Detrodt (Mich. ) Fove Pres ] lem
Senator Hoar has a plan to prevent these deadlocks,
by substitabing o plurality for = majority vots  His
methaod winld care one evil by crating another, For if
a bare plarality could eloct it would often happen that a
emall faction of the legislature, represesting & minority

o the people, would control the election, and this would

! be 2 wider departure from popular govemment than the

present ruld entails.  The truth is the legislative method
of Chodosing Lintted States senators has been a |hs'..1F_=;_u.nnlo
ment. It was supposed that a legisdative body represent-
ing the staie in ity soversignty and cosaposed of men of
saperior windom and judgment would be the appropriate,
as well us the bent qualified, body to perform the impor
tant task of chooving 3 senator Bat the theory T
propoataness s 4 mwere abstraction, and the idea of special
fithesa b boen proved by pmabtice ta be & fiction. The
voters of sach state are s competent to elect United
States senators as they are to elect representatives, and
senators chosen directly by the people would uphold the
sovereigmty of the state just as affectively as they do when
chuosen bry u select few,  The oaly true remedy forthe dead-
focks and corruption that so often characterize sematorial
clectiong is to trangfer the clections from the state capitol
to the woting precimet, and trust the people to espress

thamie rqmeen weee ]
New York Pren .'unp )

For years there has lain in & commitiee of the upper
chamber & resolution, at least twice passed by the house
and the last time with pradtical ananimity, progosnding
|fI to the people of the states & constitational amendment,
',r|- by the terms wherenf they shall choose their own senaton

#t the polls instesd of leaving that choice to degenmsate

legislatnres.  If the people of these defrauded states will

wpply the pressure primarnly necessary to start the screw

public opinion will altimately do the rest. For in this

amendment, us will clearly appear as it comes to be de-

bated, Is the care of the ills which make the sensie of
today & practically wnmized evil, & body incapable of
initiating wise or arresting unwise legislation—all berause
of its separation from the people of the states win
pretemds to serve.

Naw York Jowrwal {Dem. )

When the chief defendems of an abuse begin to sull
from it there is good resson to hope that something wil
be done to sappress it. The Repoblican party, as the
retaingd attommey of all the boary evils of Amenican poli-
tics, has been the principal phatacle in the way of arelorm
o the senate.  But now it is the Republican party on
which, the evil of sematocial clections by legislatures is
pressing.  Of the three deadlocked legislatures that bave
adjonmed withoat electing senators, two are Republican,
The fourth, which s sbout to lollow thelr example, is
Republican, too. Thus the Republican party will lose
theee senatorships for the next two years to one that will
be lost by the Democirs, With such 8 reminder of the

evils of the preseit mystem we may expect 1o W the
Republican party absndoning its oppostion 1o senatorial

reflorm.
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