
Gem, Idaho, Jany . 21 t , 1901. 

Ope rator reports that in talking with Balch , Secretary of the Ur ion , 

he said that they lfould likel y have a mee ting of the union at the hall 

soon but he had a letter from KellY at Boise tod~ and after he rean it 

he told operative that it looked very bad for the union m•n here ae 

KellY thought that martial lav would not be declared off tor several months 

yet and all beca,~se several men of the unions did too n1uch talkine • 

Balch said that talking had been i "1&llged in considerable by the union 

men here all the t~o and that it seemed t o be impossible to keep 

men from talking and making threats of v.hat they would do wi th Ed~inston 

and. some of t he mine man&.Bers as soon as martial l aw vas declared off . 

Operative me t Jim. Smith in Wallace t hi s afternoon ~~d he said he was 

from Wardner and was sent by the Socre&ary of the Wardnor Union to 

Vlalluce a.<''ld o t her towns to try and i nduce ' he men to Itaep from talking 

and rnaking threats. &nitn c s1e to Gem last l'li rht and had a long 

interview with Balch and several others all of whom seemed to be ~cry 

much discoura~ed at tho outlook for unionism in the Couor de Alene•• 

!hey have all a dvised operative not to associate with any of the old 

-timers here as be wi ll be spotted right off and unable to secure ·~tol:"k . 

Secre tary Balch su.ggeated to operative that he secure 'IVO!'k in the F1·isc o 

Uino as it was a good place to work and there were a lot of union men 

there and tfl..at he as in hopes t hat operativ~ 11ould stay ir th Canl!l 

as t hey ne~ded all tho assistance, financially a~d otherwise, that 

they coUld possibly get. 


