
August 5, l99Z

TO:
Dale Barnes
Lowel-l Hasler
Ted Kusler

Dear Fellows:

I thought you might like to hear some voices from the past. f
have agonized over the years on theitwhat ifstrand the rrif onlysrr.
Also what happened in the back of the plane those last few minutes.

Every plane and crew that was lost in the war has an official
report, taken from witnesses (Iast minute) qnd survivors. PV
writinf to the Natlonal Archlves and for a fee you can reeeive an
MACR (missing aircraft report). I did this, not that we urould
learn anything new, but out of curiosity. To me, i-t raised more
questlons than it answered.

On the official briefing report there are errors, but it does
telI us the name of the 10th crew member. His name was Hendrickson.
As you will see later, he was wounded, but did bail out. Also on
the report is the fact that the stabilizer and left rudders were
shot away, whlch confirms what I thought I had been told in the POW

camp from a prisoner who saw us go down. 0f course the blggest
error is thaL nlne chutes were seen. You w111 notice one of the
reportlng officers 1s a Captain Kel1ey. He is one of the few people
I remember in the 384th. He was the pilot of one of the lead crews
1n the 546th squad"ron"
day 

"

He was probably leading our squadron that,

Now for the unanswered questions. There is a Casualty Ques-
tlonalre filled out by Rolerl with his subsequent statement. Also,
a single paragraph by Hendrickson. There were questionalres with
Pattersonf s, Lendolrats, anC LopezIs
b1ank.

Rol er j- I s que st ionaire along with
would have to have been taken at Camp

name s, but were completelY

his and llenCrickson ? s st atement s
Lucky Strlke.

My question is why were there questionai-res from the enlisted
men and none from the officers. I was never questioned as to what
happened. I was real dlsappointed that Hendrlckson did not glve
some indication as to what happened in the waist. He was wounded
and bailed out, but was also the last one to see the other fellows
I cannot understand part of Roleri- I s statement where he says he was
taken to a jail where the pi1ot, co-pilot, bombardler, assist. radio
man, and assist. engineer were. I only remember Da1e, Lowell, Roleri
and myself being there. I donrt remember McGettigan and Hendrickson
being there, but then we were all in shock al the time. I remember
Roleri being all- shot up and kept asklng us to loosen his bandages.
Maybe Dalers and Lowe11 I s memory 1s better than mlne.

Your evaluation of this information is as good as mlne and it
does bring back memories. The MACR they send you is all on microfilm
so it has to be taken to a machine to be able to read it. There
were reports of other crews lost that day, but no report of the other
plane the 384th lost that day and was never heard from. The planes



mentioned were from the 303rd Group which was in our wi-ng. One
plane just blew up.

While this informatlon may not be revealing, f hope you will
find it interesting. f have talked to both Lowell and Ted sinee
the reunion, and all Seems to be normal. Nothing new here other
than we are i-n our sixth year of drought. In fact we are out of
water now, whlch is two months early. Betty is fine just got
back from a three week stay in Panama with her two sons and fani-
1ies.

FIope everything 1s st1ll going fine.
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