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Forests Cannot
be Santa Claus
Official Advises

America's forests can no longer play
Santa Claus to the nation without
some help, F. A. Silcox said recently
in submitting his 1938 annual repgort of
the forest serviee: to Henry.A. Wal-
lace, secretary of agriculture.

Silcox said that if care is used there
should be no excuse for a timber
shortage of national proportions, but
that there are many regions where the
timber resource is already so depleted
that the needed forest products must
be shipped in by long and costly hauls.
Forest industries and jobs are also be-
ing curtailed more and more in many
regions, he pointed out, yet the ‘wage
earhers for hundreds of thousands of
families suffering from lack of work
could find employment in place of a
public dole by restoring the forests on
millions of acres of exploited and idle
forest lands.

“This werk,” Silcox said, “could cre-
ate new wealth and help underwrite a
permanent and more prosperous civ-
ilization.”

A Forest Policy and Plan of Action

A nation-wide forest policy and plan
of action is needed, the chief of the
forest service said. Such a policy
should recognize that some 630 mil-
lion“acres which are more valuable in
forests than for any other purpose,
must on the whole be protected from
fire, insects, diseases, and processes of

tructive exploitation by man, and
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‘A Forest Policy and Plan of Action

nation-wide forest policy and plan
of action is needed, the chief of the
forest service said. Such a policy
s;hppld recognize that some 630 mil-
lion“acres which are more valuable in
forests than for any other purpose,
must on the whole be protected from
fire, insects, diseases, and processes of
destructive exploitation by man, and
that protective forest cover must be
restored where necessary. Forest pro-
ductivity should be related to the
needs of dependent communities and
people, and should be increased as con-
ditions permit. Since forests are crops,
provision should be made for such
managentent as will assure full = and
continuous use of forest lands and
their resources as parts of a unifiad
pattern contributing to local and na-
tional social and economic structures.

A joint Congressional Committee,
said Silcox, is holding public hearings
with respect to a plan of action m-
volving (1) public cooperation with
private owners of forests, (2) public
control over forest lands in private
ownership, and(3) extension of pub-
 lic ownership and management of for-
est lands in order “to make forest
lands and forest resources contribute
their full share to the security and
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p.egple, and should be increased as con-
ditions permit. Since forests are crops,
provision should be made for such
management as will assure full and
continuous use of forest lands and
their resources as parts of a unified
pattern contributing to local and na-
tional social and economic structures.

A joint Congressional Committee,
‘said Silcox, is holding public hearings
with respect to a plan of action in-
volving (1) public cooperation with
private owners of forests, (2) public
control over forest lands in private
ownership, and(3) extension of pub-
b lic ownership and management of for-
est lands in order “to make forest
lands and forest resources contribute
their full share to the security and
stability of all our people.

According to Mr. Silcox, the best
three fourths of all our commercial
foresf lands are in private ownership,
and these have nmety percent of all
potential forest growing capacity. If
the country is to prosper, private own-

(Continued on page 8)
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Forests Cannot
be Santa Claus,
Official Advises

(Continued from Page One)

ers must recognize and redeem their
responsibilities and obligations, but
in return for benefits received, so

must the public. The public can do

its share through more cooperation in
such things as fire protection, rees-
tablishing and maintaining farm wood-
lands, and by research.

Private owners already have invoked
public regulation to prevent and sup-
press forest fires, and thus have helped
save lives and property, Silcox said,
but he declared that these controls are
so elementary that they cannot solve
basic problems growing out of abuses
of forest lands that make up one-third
of the land area of the continental U-
nited States. In his report, Silcox said
that in the interest of the public we?-
fare “public regulation must bring for-
est drain into relation with the power
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"I steadier jobs and new wealth 100

nation.”
National Forests Make Large Returns

The National Forest system now 1in-
cludes 175,238,168 acres of federally
owned land in forty-two states, Alas-
ka, and Puerto Rico. Administered so
that all resources may be used as well
as renewed, more than one billion, two
hundred fifty million feet of timber
was harvested from national forests
last vear, Silcox said. These public
properties furnish forage for nearly
seven million domestic livestock, help
prevent floods and erosion, provide
domestic water for six million city peo-
ple, afford food and shelter for more
than 1,700,000 big-game animals and
1,500,000 fur bearers, have nearly 70,-
000 miles of trout streams and tens of
thousands of lakes and ponds suitable
for game fish, provide opportunities
for outdoor recreation to 30,000,000

people, and a living for almost 1,000,-

000. Although primeval forest condi-

tions are preserved on 17,000, s
of wilderness area, Silec =°°°’°°° acres
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tional forest transportation SyStEi m(i
cludes 137,000 miles of highways an
roads, and 153,000 miles of trails.

Almost every major stream west of
the great plains heads in some Nation-
al Forest, and the report of the forest
| service chief pointed out that the:se
federal properties help protect city
water supplies valued at half a billion
dolars, irrigation enterprises in eleven
‘western states valued at nearly three-
quarters of a billion dollars, and water
power developments that, already com-
pleted or applied for, are valued at
close to one and three-quarter billion
dollars.

“The National Forest system is
large,” Silcox said, “but the best three-
fourths of all our commrcial forest
land is in private ownership. These
privately owned lands include many
huge watersheds, and millions of acres
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forest industries and dependent ¢

munities are threatened by quick Ii-
quidation of the basic forest resource.
These conditions indicate the peed for
a long-time program extending the
present mnational forest system by
about 107 million nearby acres of fgr-
est land that are vital to problems in-
terstate im character and scope.’

The forest service chief reported
\ that the fire control system on feder-
ally owned national forests kept the
area burned in 1937 to an average of
only 500 acres for each one million
acres under protection. Since 1926,
some 178 million acres of private and
state owned lands have been brought
under organized fire protection, he
pointed out, but 69 percent of the 175.-
741 fires occurring in 1937, and 94 pe‘;‘.
cent of the 22 million acres burned in
that year, were on 120 million acres |
that are still unprotected. |
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under organized 1ire PIrOLELLIEEN e
pointed o%:t but 69 percent of the 175,ﬁ-
741 fires occurring in 1937, and 94 per-
cent of the 22 million acres burned In
that year, were on 120 million acres
that are still unprotected.

In conclusion, Mr. ‘Silcox warned
that countries without forests seldom
have maintained satisfactory levels of
social and economic structures, and
| added that if forests are properly used
they benefit civilizations.

“Managed as crops, and harvested
and renewed in a never-ending cycle,
forests can,” he said, “provide contin-
uously the thousands of thmgs used
i every day life, prevent minor floods
and reduce the heights of major ones,
furnish shelter and food for wildlife
protect the navsgabxlxty of streams'
and afford opportunities for recrea- |
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