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THE l\IAGNIF'ICEJliT gen- I Guess I' ll Get the Papers 
eration of jazz. musicians and Go Home: The Life of 
which· appeared in tlie wake Doc Cheatham -Adolphus li . . 
of Louis Armstrong has now r u m t 
virtually faded away. One - 'Doc' Cheatham . 0 e 
remarkable ·survh'or, how- ed by Alyn Shipton · 
ever, is the trumpeter Doc Casseil, £25 I 
Cliea_tham, who is still play- . -········································· . ' I ' 
ing regularly at the age of 91; band buses, -seg:regated .hotels v· o·. . . 1· . 
::to~~i::J/~b}ishe~- ,thi_s ~~;e:o~:r::~ ~~:;;;;:::~ _· , :_:' . - .-.. __ . , u, n a ry.. 

1 _Jazz. is still a relatively with Cab Calloway in the 1930s · 
youthful form, as is shown by - and tight-fisted band · 
tl:ie 'Jact that ,.Cbeatliam.'s me·. leaders. -~-- c' ~-. ,-.a;:, •• ", ,,. r.1-rt1•n"" G f d d . . - . ,(·: . 
s~ans ~re or ~ _its ~ilt!1"e ,. All these were part of the 1· d : } a y_ 9 r a m_ ires. t ~~ ,I a-st 
hIStory •. , He has played with black musician's lot in those SU rv1vor of t · · , ~-✓• • • • 

mo,st~Jazz fig~ !Jf ':onse- , days. Only about the last does ·, · , , . a grea Jazz generation 
quence from Bess,-e Smitl;t to h1·s tone becom· e a 11·ttle sharp· .. ~:' .. ' ·'· · · ~ · - --- - .:.~ -~ · · · 
Wynton l\larsalis. hr Chicago . . . , . · ~~~ 
· · 1925 ·he d · ·•.::--.a r "· -Arm One avanc10us trombonISt who m , epu,.,,,auor - d'd ·h· , d . Ch h. 
st~ong,' and is . still playing , l Im. own, eat am 
every Sunday; m a Greenwich _ reco~~."'1~~,~~.~rrrow,}~ 
Vill;ige club; It is an astonish- .. ~ 
ing' ' feat;' especially on · an in- . 
strument that ·· requires '-a _ de
gree of athleticism at any age. 

How has he done it? He was 
not ' exceptionally robust •. -
indeed, a doctor gave him 10 
years .to live in 1939. A"inyste
,rious'·ud debilitating' illness 
made him feel weak for most 
of the, \940s. It is true that ~ 
unusually for a jazz musician 
of his era _:_ Cheatham is a 
life-long teetotaller. But then 
he recalls 'that his friend, the 
ragtime pianist Eubie Elake 
.;... who lived to be -100 -
attributed his own longevity 
to never, eve:,;- having ·drilnk a 
glass of water, ahrays prefer
ring health-giving w· , r 
spirits · . 
.: : erhaps -Doc's iranquil 
serene temperament ha 
h«ilped . to keep him going. It 
·!!~rtainly seems to have carried 
him through a great deal of 
adversity - starting with the 
opposition· of his middle-class 
black family .to his choice of 
career (they intended him to 
become a pharniacist). He then 
endured decades of travel iii ., ~ . .,. . . '. 
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Doc Cheatham 'Sererie' 
., •r . ;,,;, : 

quently died of electrocution 
as a result .of trying to tamper 
with his electricity meter. _ 

Cheatham's greatest success 
has come in the last two 
decades. "I _ guess I'm . what 
you'd call a 'late bloomer'." He 
professes that he is still learn
ing at 90, and ends up by com
mending a, young trumpeter 
around 70 y~ars his junior. 

Cheatham's magnificent 
trumpet style, full .of clarion
calls and _ gentle, far-away 
melodies, is now one of the 
few remaining links with the 
jazz, of the. 13:!D,; and early 
1930s. Thi's short _memoir 
(under 100 pages), -'. with 
attached discography, ~-ill 
interest anyone who Jcives 
that period and style. · 
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