
Albert Wynn Band, The Dreamland Cafe, Chicago, 1926. Front row left to ri ght. 'Doc' Chea tham, Al Wynn, 'Brownie.' Top row left to right: unknown, 
Silas White, Ben Thigpen, Gerald Hobson, Jimmy Flowers. 

ADOL :r11us 
Nat Hentoff in his article "If Recording Jazz Were Up To Me-," _which appe'a;ed in the 
April 11, 1973 edition of The New York Times, slated "I would also s e t up sessions for 
trumpelcers "Doc" Cheatham and Joe Thomas- ." 

I must, in all truthfulness, credit Mr. Hentoff with thinking of this idea first, but 
Jezebel Records has been thinking along these same lines for quite some time. We 
believe, as Mr. Hcnloff docs, lhal many great jazz musicians have been shamelessly 
neglected by the major recordin g cornpanic:s and we are, in our own small way, tryin g 
lo n:111t:dy this s ituation. 

This album is "Doc" Chealham's baby. He called all of the shots, from what songs 
would be played·, down to the order in which they would appear. This is way it should 
he !! After all, "Doc" has hcr:n playing for lwtlcr than fifty yc.ars now, and we think he 
de s erves such considerations. 

Gelling to know "Doc" has been a wonderful experience for me. I could set down 
c1 never-ending string of adjectives lo describe "Doc," the player, and "Doc," the man. 
But lo slate it simply, "Doc" is a great trumpet player and a wonderful human b eing. 

The following is a brief biographical sketch of "Doc," taken from John Chilton's 
great book "Who's Who Of Jazz." 

Adolphus Anthony "Doc" Cheatham was born on June 13, 1905 in Nashville, 
Tennes see. He acquired his nickname through ha v ing several relatives in the medica l 
profess ion. lie was originally taught by Profr: ssor N . C. Davis in Nashville. Durin g a 
i:arr:c~r Iii.ii has spannc:d ;i half century, "Doc" ha s played with lhc followin g band s : 
f\ L1rio11 I lardy's Band (first professional job), john "Ucarc at" Williams' Synco Ja zze rs 

(c. 192..J), Albert V\/ y nn (1926), Bobby Lee (c. Hl2G), Wilbur De Paris (19 2 7-1928), Chick 
\ •\/ ebb ("t 9213), S .i m Woodin g (HJ 2B-"J930), Marion I Inrrl y 's Alabnmians (1930), }-! c Kin
ney 's Cottonpick c rs (19 31-1932), Cab C alloway (1933-1£) 39), T e ddy Wil s on's Dig Ba nd 
(1939), Benn y Cart e r [19..J0), Fletcher Henderson (19-11], Eddie Ha y wood Sextet (HJ..J3 -
19..J5), Claude Hopkins (1946), Marcelino Guerra (19-Hl-1950), Perez Pra do (1951-1952) , 
Vi c Dick e ns on [I!J52-1!J 55), led own band in New York Cit y (19G0- ·t!JG:i) ,rnd Tlenn y 
C.ood111a11 (1%(, - l!J( ,7 ). !n arldilicJ11, d11ri11 g Ilic: l!l;ill' s ,111d Ilic 1%U's " IJuc:" lolll'cd wilh 
Ca b Ca llo\\'ay (s ummer "1951), Wilbur De Pari s (Africa in 1957 and Europe in 1960), 
S amm y Pri ce (Europe in "JDG0), H e rbie }-!ann (Africa in 19G0), Be nn y Goodm a n (Bel gium 
in 1%7) and 1\·ith th e "Top Br,1ss " a gg rc :g ,ilion [! !mope i11 t \JG7). "Doc" has participated 
in man y reco rdin g s cs siun s with: J\la Hainey , Count Ba s ie , f\!ax Knmin s ky, Pee \Vee 
Ru sse ll , Cap 'n John I l a nr..l y , Wilbur De Pari s , Ju a nit a I fall a nd man y oth er arti s ts . 

From thi s point on ''Doc" t.Jk es o ver, and what " Do c" has lo say s hould be bolh 
int e res tin g nnd inform a ti ve to the jazz fan. 

' 'Thi s churc h where all of us kids fir s t start ed w as ca ll ed Phillips Chap el. The Dean , 
a littl e f e llo w named J\fer edith, got all of the kids in th e n e ighborhood to ge ther and 
h a d us m ee t a l Phillips Chapel, whi ch wn s n't too fnr from where I li\·e cl. H e d ec id ed 
that l\'C s h o uld lw1·e a ju ve nil e bnnd a nd he called il lhe BFS Band , \\'hich s to od for 
Br ighi Fulure S lar s . At the fir s ! m ee tin g w e met th e lr.ar: hr:r h e brou ght alon g. Thi s l\',1S 

Pro fc:;:; or N .C. !) ;1\'i s , w l1u wo1s ;1 pL1 y1:r a1HI IL:o1c:lic :r. N, i111r :ill y !lit: kid s g r;ililH:d ;111 y 
i11 s lrn111 c 11I a11d I g rablJed Ilic dn1111 s , liul l'rofcsso r IJmi s s aid I s hould lr y th e co rn e t. 
\\' e h a d pra c ti ce once a w ee k c1 nr..l w e h od to p ay 11\·en ly- fi vc c t"nls fo r each prGc li cc. 


