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I am informed by Harry ~hellworth of this city 
that you are more or less under the impression that the 
Game Department has jurisdiction over the bounty paid upon 
,redatory &ni~als and is responsible for the delay in these 

payment-a , a.nd also that thi.s depart ent wa instrumentc in 
closing the season on marten , .fox and i isner t:i.1roughout tne 
state of' Idaho and for f'ixing the open season on minl'.: , rac­
coon and otter in only the extreme northern counties. 

1 had the pleasure of meeting you some time ago 
1rhen you called on this department at the time you brought 
down your cougar skins and feeling assured that you have 
only the friendliest feeling for the department and have 
its interest at heart , I will endeavor to explain the sit ­
uation as it really is. 

I.n the first place , the bounty offered or paid u.p­
on predatory animals is hi.ndled entirely through the sher ­
iffs of the various counties in conjunction wi tt1 the .:Hate 
Department of Agriculture . Ls I understand the situ&tion , 
the pc..yrnent of bounty claims is more or less governed or con­
trolled by receipts for taxes which may in part explain the 
reason why your claims have not been taken ctre of . .tn ile 
the matter does not come within the jurisdiction of' the G&rne 
Depart::ient , I shb.ll be very glad to refer this matter per­
sonally to Earl:: L. : .• eL-ns, ' omrnissioner of L.gricul ture, and 
usk him to vvri te you c. le:t-t r :x:p 'ining m-- tters more in 
det[..il. 

Referring to the present closed season on fur-bear­
ing e.nimals , let me assure you that this was not occLsioned 
by any recommendation of the Ge.me Department. I might t, dd , 
for your information that u bill was introduced in the leg­
islature , House J; ill 236 , which bill provided for an open 
sea.son on marten , fox and fisher throughout the entire state 
bet..,,een the dL. tes of October 1st and :b1ebruary 1st of e!:wh 
year , both dates inclusive . This bill w&s passed with but 
one dissentirig vote , with the understanding , however , thb. t 
the authors of this bill; th& t is , the legislative Fish and 
Game Committee, would introduce a bill later on correcting 
a few ambiguities occurring in 2ouse l:3ill 236 . 
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L~ter on , or in the closing hours of the session , 
a subsequent bill was introduced , ~Iouse ~Ull 268, in which 
bill , inadvertently or otherwise , no provision V1as made for 
an open season on marten, fox and fisher . I might add, also, 
that the bill was introduced and passed , if 1 remember cor ­
rectly , on the Sl..1.:ie dELy - 1,va s not even printed , and. the G&me 
Department did not see a. co py of this bill until after same 
h&d been passed by the leg islature . I want to assure you that 
it was never the intention of the depurtrnen t to close t he 
se son on these fur-beb.ring ani r ls . n t e ' · 
do not rncke the laws . ihen introduced , the various provisions 
for closed seasons, bag limits , etc . are supJ orted or rejected 
by the members of the legisl&ture from e~ch particular c oQnty , 
who are presumec to represent the wishtS of their constituents 
in their O\m county . he mie;ht , after three or four years I ex­
perience, suggest a perfectly good gume bill, but by the time 
the two houses of the legislature get through str i king out tnis 
section and adding another , or insisting on a certain provision 
being included , or an open season eliminated , after its passage , 
we certainly wouldn't recognize our ovm recommendation . 

Had ,e been given the opportunity , we would have been 
glad to use every effort to defeat same , but as i tv.as , we \,ere 
not so advised . 

I trust that t h is letter will make metters clear to 
you and your friends in thct section and will serve to reli eve 
this department from the responsibil i ty. 

Lt the request of l.ir . Shel l worth , I am sending you 
two or three copies of the ~'ish c.nd Game Laws as amended at 
the last session of tne legislature . 

\✓i th kindest regards , I am 

Very truly yours , 

K:R 
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