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Houte 1, Box '39 
Ki"111~rl ~,r, Id3.h -:, 
81141 
J~Y\ . :22 , 19'59 

It is inr'l_~ed _-::rn honor t0 r~ceim~ :::•tch an infor-:J.!'\ti, re lett~ r f'rri...,_ t he 
r3-::il at:tt~"lrlty '11") t'". 1'lyq civi lizqti m, q,,,i I do "t·nr~cl-1t"'! v:Ju r t!:!}r'i_n~ 
y0 r v-~lu_ )le ti''1'1 t :::dvis. '!1'3 •of tl-Ja 1ol1!1.'"'S ·i· ~rr0r 1.11 t r a ,,, slnti ...., ,., . 
1'or()_U"''T\'1na ' s accou~t of tntr; t-1-:i·i r,~, 1-:-ini:-- ~0P:r1.tio1 is cert'li11lv nel,ulous 
an0 it .,.rattfy1nv; tn no'"' th t vou '::l:_:re:! ···ith "'V cont~11ti'IY1 t•· ,t th~ tool 
:rri~.1,.~r 11. ➔ 10~ 11rine the rirtc,,,1tic hl"'d.~s . C~rt9.i'i1ly it woul'l '10._ 1-iq 
n e c esAq r y to hon~ such q ~q~nlf l c~nt ~ige ~ q t~?t oft~~ uris~~tic ~l~d e . 
Your ~x~l0n'l+10r . o~ t~9 s~lthy qr~l07V c ert ~ inly ~xDlqins g ~r~~t a~~1 qnd 
I onl y rc;2: r =: t th-t t diri t1 •'.)t h·-lve '1.cce s s to ,,,,ur f1 n~ h0ril, /i-v~n I ••r'1s wrt t tn1 
t '-'l l s p·=i 1-=:n· . I r"'s""r.irch~d ny 1rrsJn8l li',r~rv of li"'S'J c.,..,,~ r 1 ~ 'P1 1,v, f o r .~qt i '.)n 
and f oun1 ~qnv r~r~r~'Y)cns to v')ur wor~s . Ho~~var , ·i~b~rly i s 3 verv small 
to ..... n a11-1 011r 1 ihrr,rv l a.ve--; .,,nc'-1 to be rleslr~tj; '1nd t11e Iif111o )t!Jte Uni v . 
l l b r ary is "' 200 1i 1~ roun i tri }) f'ro71 h~re ·'1hich pr""c::"!rt ~ i -=t pr,')1,lP.m . 

You a ') c:;') ri "i-it · ·::ihout th• vit~l S:'!l1t3!1C ►3 , of' cri"s pr~qcc;qr~, "'or if 
lt r e'J.d '1 pr"ss it '10-~l'lSt th 0 clri<:;st" th:~ t W'.JUld n"1.l1 th~ c r utch ,,r9~ nressed 
a;,;si_ l 'YJst th~ chP9t 9_t1:i th s , of C')Urse; wJull not :rnr 1{ ·ror thA. rn,~ti 1-irr or the 
tip ·:1--,uld be riisru1,t'°-n , the 1)r,3ssur~s of t,18 ti0dy i-rouli i:·~ nil, .,...,~ t:,~ poor 
fellor,: ,·ouli probqr,l." ~n-l up ¥ith Y. l)':d hruis.":! or q hole i n tha ch~st . I 
c~rt·::i.iYJ.ly si.--;re~ .. ,,ith 1rnur explan,tion . I am j':!ll,ht ~d t 11=1t ''') 'l qre so qware 
of th-=- di f fe r ences in O1 'sidlqn "1nd of tin ' 1iscriri i r.a t ion of t;l1-" 9b0ri-- tnes 
in their s~l~ctinn of stone . ~ual l ty of ~9te r iql aa ·is all t~e 11.rrer~~ce 
i!1 the ·.orli to tre tnolraal'"2r ~.rnd fllso the ~nd re s ult . .. ow~ v :: r, t'1 i s l s a 
po i nt 1 h2 va had g r egtff 1ifficul ty i n ~-tt l n~ ~cross to stu1~nts of l ith lc 
tecl-i'1olo y . 1v1~t{~r19l •ruc;t r'e f i rst r"t~ :rni free or f'l,Pr s to nr r)(luc~ f ine 
t".>ols suc 1-, ,;is t·1e obsldt .n r:i.zors . You .,..,..,,_.V be lnt~r~st~i +:n },nor th1t 
rbri n~ 'rl'J. V "'Xp~rlments I hi=l.d to uc,e a·hsi-4 lcin fro"1 3urns , i_,r~(Ton 1'7hich 4 -::,~ s 
:not co"!Jn"l.r"' ln (]Ualttv wi th tl1at fror-i f;exico or Gua t ern.a l fl . Th-::?r~f 0r"' , I 
Rub 1ec t ~t 80~~ or the ston~ to t~e t~9r•q l tr~~t~~~t ~r-4 found t~~t t '1e 
quali t v l1orov~~ ~reAtly Ann th~t I coull 0ro~uce strii~ht~r blqd8 s ~1th 
f~ •er u11iul1ti'.')ns . This , op cours~ , io~s ry0t -A~n t ~1t t~~ .•A'~ alt~r~i 
t h~ir r,nt·.r i Rl ror , lnd E'! ~d , it w0uln be unn9 c ess!1 r V t'.J c•18Y'l:·8 ~11ch -i:- 1n~ 

sto~e ; but i~ se ~s to prove t~e point th,t superior ~~ter,~l tc, a r~ql 
A.sset· 1·Jh3n "'18i{ln"' th•, pric::;. tic hl!ld':!.. . nnt~rtql ls c r itic,l to th~ t ool
~ak~r ani I "l~ c0nst~nt lv qt o1is with th0q3 w~o r~r2r to c 9rtqln 9rti qcts 
'-1S 1:leinr; "c rude " wti .11 if· is ~vl J Jnt tlri?t th~ \•,or1: .,an •qc; r0rcn'i t0 us~ 
infer i or. T;1qt1;r i Bl qnrl h8i to b-9 ,,,.rv s1filler to h"ve ..,ccompl 1.s )')3d anv 
f l 3~i -~ ~t ql l. I tYJ l n~ ~~ ~ust Rl~gys c0ns i 4 r ~Jt8r i 4 l an1 the qu~l lty 
'):' tl-ie •J0r ·.,....,"lY\S 1,ip in r~l"l.tl:)rt to the stone . 

1y I i~pos9 upo11 • 1 for rurt~~r i~"orM~tion? Do you h8VP ~ny 
i ~for~~ t ion 011 thJ tio or the cruich? nol~~s also s~ys ''Lh~y tn~~ t he s tlck 
( ',rii c '1 i s cu t off s:n".:>oth 1.t th~ -:~nd) ;,1 1 th 1)ot h h0nrls , !3.vy, s,"'t -·.r 0 ll 11o"l 
a~;ain~t t h 9 ed~e of th3 -l" r )J'lt oft-·~ ',t::,1"7:, w11icl-: "-'lso i s c •it T~oot"' i n tha t 
p8rt - - - 11

• This i-l:ives n, r·~f 1r_v1e.," t0 a!1 .tnsert e>r ~ ti.J.1 oth •r t'1r;11 wood 
so do ,/')U l.cno:.•1 l" t 11->re ls 8"1. r .::~nti"n 8.J'lr•1:~3r3 or ·-,,t ~ri'11 0t,,;r th--n '•' oo,j 
h~vi n e be ➔n ins~rts1 3t th~ tip of th~ c rutch? I w0ul1 ~r ~3t ly aoor~ct gte 
.ciny infor111""t i on you m,:i.y h;:ivP, on t',is po l 11t . 

~ 

I ci~ --3r,pl oyed y ~ )r . ~:irl 'iWanson , i~ad of_ t'1e )eo·::irt'7erit of C\\ 
ntlr:r'1ri0l o:;y enrl :) l r~ctnr of th"l ·u~rnum qt Id>1l-io ~t:i.te t 1n i V"!rs i ty iho has = 

off"'!r"'d t0 S 0 Y1 ,r,~~ his pr:rscm~➔ l CO:)V 0.,. t½9 n;:ns Fl'"'l i'14_-, 1 of r:r➔ V9. 
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Burkit t in 1955 and h3 se11 s his regards and asks t11::tt you give Miles 
his best wtsh9s when y0u have the opGortunity . Dr . Swanson will send 
the renrints you requested and I an sure he will ~e happv to put your 
na~e on t he mqilin~ list for future anthropoloqic~l publ icRt ions . 

I a~ certainly lookin~ forward to read\n~ your a ccount of t he 
Mqya civil ization for I have maae several trips to the ruins in Mex ico 
and consl1er Vieso A'T13rican g,rch8.eolo-:;y to possibly the most fascinqting 
facet of this profession • • 

It m3.y be of interest to you to kno1r that Dr . Jacques Tixier 
of the Museum Ns,tional :J ' 1Hstoire ,Jqturell') , .erehistoire , Institut 1e 
PaleontoloFie Humain, 1 Hue Rene 2anh~rd , Y8ris , ~ranee is very skilled 
in the manufactur e of polyhedral cor~s an~ hl~des. •11en you next vis i t 
P8ris you ~a:• wish to contact this man and see an ac tual demons tration . 
H9 hqs also "".19de st short "lC>Vie of t '~ is bl·.,dernki11g l7~ t '-:od which is 
c.tvailable '•lith an iY1terr-1tionql t8oe 1-1hi ch you :r,_9y ',;rish to see . I h9.ve 
worked wi t h this man and he is V9ry skilled and extremely inter9sted in 
th~ varl ous blad.emalti nl! t<9chniq u9s . 

~ ,gqin, t118n~ you ~or y0ur in~orn~ti~n ani if , gt qny time, I cqn 
• be of s~rvice to y~u Please ~o not h~sitate to write . 

• Yours v~ry truly , 

I 

)on ~. Crabtree 
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