
Dr. Norman find.ale 
Australian National University 
'llle Raseach School of Pacific Studies 
Box 4 P.O. 
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600, Australia 

Dear Norw.an: 

Route 1 , Box 210 
Kimberly,, Idaho 83341 

Jan. 29, 1974 

Today I r ec ei ved your beautiful book 11 'fhe At!s traliai::, !borigin;;s" and 
am overwhelmed by your gener osity- i n sendi ng roe this valu""ble contribution 
to &rche.eology. I, of cou1·s e 1 have not had time to read it but did take 
a."1 hour to s can hurridly through it and am vary impressed and certainly 
glad to add it to my library . It is still ~y hope to someday come to 
Australia and see t he s tonewo:t•ker s in acti on but I guess they are rapidly 
disappearing according to Dick Gould. I am re.;.lly i mprassad with the 
dates you give of tha australia.ns of 29-000 BP and. 39000 BP. I have not 
heard about Dick's work last summer but i.t 1 also, promi ses t o b~nteresting. 

I do hope you film on Kitja a.~d Djaru pressu~e flaking worked up with 
sound. This would be his torical fact and certainly of i nterest to us 
struggling experlmenters. Hope you 'Will attend the meetings in 1-shington 
in May and we c2n get together there. I have been trying the roller pressure 
flaking and have had some success but certainly your films would be a help 
in authenticating or debur1king m:y method. 

Norman, I em mo·t i mpressed with the blades shown in the upper left­
hand corner of page 56 of your book. 'l'bey look simple but actually this is 
a very_ eophisticated technique and they must come from a specially prepared 
core jp and certainly can not be classified as random flskes . I hope your 
text will elaborate further on these spacimans. 

Please give our :regards to your wife and your family and I hope we 
can have another visit when you are again in the States. 

Thanks again for remembering me. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Don E. Crabtree 

-


