
DJ:I.R FOLKS, Christmas comes bu t . once a year, but this year. has come faster than ever: For much 
o! the ti me that -.·e 'Te been back Norman has been busy wHh numerous details fol

lowing the publishing o! hi s m.s.guum opus on the Aboriginal Tribes of Australia, 1ncluc.ing the 
publishing in Australia of th e triba l map for general use . iiur!el has been workln ,; to catch up 
&fter three years away in the l a st five, to reorgani%e storage and to wake our horoe more conTen-
ient and comfortable, strugglir.g with the ever-Increasing demand for. book space. Norn:an' s re-
vived project to write a reTlov of North A.~erican Hepialldae,as occasional relief f r om two other 
books on Australian anthropolog ical subjects wh ich are in the mlll, , means acded room is needed 
for Lepldoptera mounting boxes, ~hich he has devised a way to make wi t h limited too l s in his lab. 

In addition to our i ndividual activities we keep busy with the further demands of 
our home, rental cottages, and gardens. Ao equate hired help is not easy to find. No man managed
~!urlel helped- to tuck in hers a nd t h ere, in the "soul garden" (Norr.,an' s father's name for the 
landscaping garden as t!istin~uish ed fr oe, "belly garden"), a few carrots, s q uash, s t rawberries, 
and tomatoes. The latter wer e wor.derful to have •·hen the local ma rket variety we r e sixty- nine 
cents per pound -and ours Were bv far the better flavor: . The most successful toma to we s in a 
small tub, trained up in a wir e frame. The ''soul ~ar ci en", especially in spring, g ives us much 
enjoy:nent1 satisfy ing ~ork in s unshine and f r esh air as an anti d ote for i n door pur s uits; relax
ing lunches on the terrace in o •Jr own "park" of shade tr e es, f erns, Tine s, ant! flo wers,especial
ly nice •·hen the r h odo d endrons, a~a leas, snowball, and roses are in bloom, and t h •, h um'll ing b i r d s 
come to the feeder, hovering wi t h deli g htful li quid movements and flashing lridesc ~nt green and 
magenta; a place to enjoy visi t ors on a fine day . 

Highlight of the year wa s our Au g ust-Septe~ber trip to Canada to take part in the 
Sunda a n d Sahul Shelf Sy~ posium a t the Pacific Science Cong ress in Vancouver, Adde ri to the ben e 
fits of the learned exc hange was the pleasure of assoc i ation with many of our sci en tist friends 
from here and from abroad. Aft e rward we drove t h r ou g h British Columbia to Jasper !iationa l Park 
in Alberta, both of us en j oying the delights of ph otog r aphing the sp ectacular scenc ry, a nd Norrra n 
searching for, thou g h failing t o f i nd, speci mens of h is elu s iv e " ghost mot h s". :i o,.· ever, in the · 
Northern Cascades, he re j oiced i n t h e t ak in g of a Boloria bu t terfl y wh ich had been t ake n only 
once before in the U.S. It was during a v is it with our f:-i ends, Dr. Herbert anc. Ge ,·t ru c. e Bowles, 
at Stehekin at the remote end o f Lake Ch elan in Wa sh i ng ton, that Norman ha d the opportunit y to 
collect (by permit) in Northern Casca des National Park. 

The opportunity to call on fri e nds enroute, a n d to en j oy a nd scienti fica lly observe 
the country we :- e comp e ns ations ic, deed fo :- the en e·:-g y (Includ ing ga s o line: )and. t irr.e -,xpended d r i v
in& north ,ind h ome a sa in -ov e r •1000 mi l e s'. In eas tern Or eg on a n d north ea s t er n Cal i fo r nia -,,e sa w 
some country n ew to u s . Th e d ese rt pl at eau was e specially lr. t eresting , and uni qu ,•l y b eauti f ul 
in a subtle underst a tem ent afte r t h e dra matic Rockies an·d Cascades. Yie'll remembe r the g r a cious 
hospitality of friends along th e way, the sti mulating exchang e of ideas and the st o ri e s of what's 
doing in their lives -too oiuc h t o cover on t h i s pa g e\ On e story of what's doing : S t anley and 
Dorla Jewett of We st Li nn have a proj ect (bes i des e n tomology and many other pursui t s - growing 
delicious sweet corn, e.g. )to pr opaga te native Oreg on pl ants a t th e ir c ountry h ome, its e lf ne"
tled in the native plants of th,1ir forested hillside on the ecige of their meadow " f arm". 

Thia year the Bl rd s ells gave us a chance to reel procate after many pl<:asant visits 
' in the past with th~m and we en ;j oyed their v i sits here. One mid day Noel a n c. :Cieni e Mc Fa rl a nd 
from Geraldton, W.Australla, surprised us and were able to stay overni ght . They t o ld of their 
groat accomplish:nent in obtai ning the land and e s t a b lishing t h e Howatha r :-a B•,shl a nd Re s erv e nea :
Geraldton, and s h owe d color sli de s of the sit e wh ere they will build a home and me.1~elo u s on e s 
of a partial i nvent ory of more than 3 00 plant speci e s in flowering season on the r oserve,includ
lng aomo rare species with exot \ o flowers. 

Our families in Au s tralia are busy too, Tony, Geraldine, and the two boys are soon 
to mo"re into a ho:ne they are bu i ldino; in the ~'.t. Lofty Rang es ea st of Ad e lai t! e at Bellevi ew.Tony 
ls mane.ger of a g roup of ch emlc c, l work s anci this spring his work is tak i ng hi m to Jlew Zealand, 
hla first Tenture out of Aust r a l ia. Cur son-in-law, Ron Georg e of Loxton, S,A . , who foun d ed and 
operates the first lab in Austra lia for the p:-opa ~ation of pa rasitic wasps (Anhvti ,i . me li nu s) to 
control citrus scale, has been awarded a Churchill Fellowship and will come to Ca l i fornia next 
year for several :nonths to study further in this field. Beryl and the three children will come 
wHh him to stay about a month (!,1ay). 'Near~ looking fonrard to the Georges' visit and will show 
them & few of California's point s of interest (limited only by their tl ~ e and our streng th'.). 

Our year has been busy and full of interest and satisfa ctions, and we are hoping 
that your• also has boen en j oyed and th~t the ~oming year will fulfill your aspirations, If you 
are ever near, do come to 100 uu - the l~tch string will be out for you, 

2314 Harvard Street 
Palo ~lto, California 94306 
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