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GREEl'INGS • • • Can it be Christmas time again1 Looking back, though, we realize we've had a 
busy and full year. Now it's that plea sant time of year when we renew touch with folks, especi
ally with those whom we do not see or communicate with often. 

Mostly, it has been a year of work and play in our California orbit. We've spent much 
time around the property, partly catch-up work for the years we've been away. Several improve-
ment projects have been completed, but where expert help is needed it is maddenly slow because 
most skilled pe ople want only contract jobs. The old-world craftsman and the competent, depend-
able handyman are endangered species! , 

Norman spends stimulating hours in the garden, finding fresh air and change of activity 
to be complements to h is study work, which he also pursues with interest and which is enriched 
by exchange with colleagues all over the world. Our place is three-eighths of an acre wi th four 
houses and quite an inventory of plants to whi ch Norman adds, exercising his g reen t humb, with 
an ever-expandi ng coll ect ion s prouting in pots, som e of them native food plants for various Lep
idoptera he is studying as one of his research diversions. He keeps the grounds ship-shape and 
free of weeds. We have a 5-year-old persimmo n tree (Ha chiya) which rewarded us with 25 fruits, 
the smallest 9 ounces, ,i. nd the largest 7/8 pou nd each! -flavor fa r superior to the market vari
ety. Muriel enjoys outside work, too (not weeding!), but that inside makes persist ent demands. 
Norman throws up nis hands at those obstacle courses numbered "1040" and "540'', and Murie l be
grudges the s pring time hours they usurp.Actually,things are do ne cooperatively around here and 
Nonnan does hi s s ha re inside too. For examp le, we set the breakfa st table at night, and in the 
morning Norman brings _Muriel a cup of coffee, and, having made a motion-time study, now gets 
breakfast "from scratch" in five minutes, plus or minus a few seconds, depending on the time of 
year and the temperature of the water in the pipe s and the eggs set out the night before.Muriel 
gets dinner and doe s u p the kitchen with the aid of a marvelous gadge t in a r emodel l ed cabinet, 
the dishwasher. Muriel fritters time ma.king sugar solution and st e rilizing feeders (homemade 
from test tubes)for our hummingb irds who reward us the year 'round wi th their iridescent colors 
and flight ballet ·. They are great entertainment when we have lu nch in the patio(which we do at 
ev~ry nice-day opportunity). One of No r man's garden projects was to devise a small hothouse out 
of bits and pieces: a defunct b amboo wind ow screen, a window frame wi th most of its glass, wire 
mesh that in su mmer is the frame for g rowing toTr.atoes in tubs, a sheet of plastic from a .:_,aint
ing job, a saw ho rse, -an d there mu st be some baling 1'1ire in t he re somewhere- all this sup po rted 
by a shed wall and an arm of the passion vine trellis. It may not be an architect's visual de
light, but it's neat, and it works'. 

Norman has been collating years of field work notes and writing an anthropology section 
for an updated work on Australian biogeography and ecology, including a summary of the advances 
in the field, working with Allen Kea.st of Queen's University in Ontario . .Allc:i •,~sited several 
days here and the two of them enjoyed hours of discussion towa rd developing the project.Now,with 
contributions from oth e r writers also, the two-volume work is in the process of publication. 

In July we made a long-planned trip to the White Mountains of Arizona where Norman had 
~dates" with two new species of moth, seeking data for his recreational research on the Hepiali
dae of North America for a Smithsonian Institution monograph. These primitive creatures fly only 
on a certain few nights in the year. A fellow Hepialid researcher , Ron Wielgus, arid his wife, 
Alyn, from Phoenix guided us to the area. Miraci1lously, these plans dovetailed with visits from 
some of our folks in Australia. Our son, Tony, returning from 1urope on a mission for his Ade
laide company, joined his wife, Geraldine, as they flew in to S. F. Airport from opposite direc
tions, and we were there to meet them. We had. a day in Muir Woods,then,as the first leg of our 
Arizona trip, took them to Yosemite (a thrill for t h em, as it always is to us -if we stay away 
from the commercialized centers! ).Getting lodging so l ate was good luck, and it was fun sharing 
it with our Keith Bardin family who went in thei.r own car. Leaving, \Ve parted at Madera, Tony 
and Geral in a rented car, and. we headed for Ari zona. Our trip, t h rou gh some country new to us, 
was a holici.ay as we ll as a res ea rch mission. and on the way back v,e had another of those great 
visits with the Birdsells at Malibu.Two weeks after r et urning to Palo Alto we met another plane 
from Australia, bring ing Bruce and Ruth Wallis (nephew and niece)and Robert and John.twin teen
agers. One day we took t he~ to Muir Woods, next day they saw sights in San Francisco on t hei r 
own, and the followin g ci.ay flew to Grand Canyon, enroute to i!:ng land. Our Australian kin packed 
an amazing amount of U. S. sight-seeing into about one week . each family! 

Last year's severe drought fina lly broke , and by February water rationing was discontin
ued in this area. At season's end we had had 1501, of "normal" r a infall. This year has started 
promisingly, with early snow-pack in the Sierra s and some rain here after an "Indian summer". 

We are looking for,1•ard for the new year to another visit from daughter Beryl, Ron, and 
family who plan to spend every minute t hey can get exploring our \'lest. For s p ring and Christmas 
"Down Under", if all goes well. we may find. ourselves on another field trip! 

We hope that you and all your family are enjoying life as we are. Be sure to stop in to 
see us when you are n ea r - we are good at meeting planes and buses. We look forward to hearing 
news of your year when you can write. • • ALL GOOD i'lISHES for CHRIST MAS and the coming NEW YUE 
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