On the Eyre Highwey
; Cocklebiddy, Viestern Australia
);3 o : 26 loveaber 1579

It's nearing the end of the year, and here we are at Cocklebiddy with
little but tre Indian Ocean and Antarcticsz tec the soutsa of us, and all a-
round us, & vast saeel of limestone, the edge of tne Mullarbor Plzin, cov-
ered with scattered bushes, mostly less than knee-nigh., It is country as
the Aborigines kunew it, anu the ezplorers found it.For several hours,driv-
ing along today, we were cowmpletely detached frow tae troubled world, the
only evidence of huwan existence tae "pitumen" under our spirning wheels.
But the bitumen eventually leads back to the mundane world. .Service sta-
tions, food veumdors, and motels -no towns- are spaced barely close enough
to rescue tne motorist in neea of gas, fooa, and lodzing.The nighviay route,
once a terror for motorists,is now a potinole-free strip of 2721 xkiloametres
connecting iAdelaide znd Perth. Still maintained, and merked by signs are
nuge rairwater tsnks, 80km apart, protected by wire fencing. Tne Nullarbor
Plain gives way to vast areas of eucalyptus and acaciz scrub (fascinating
in its dryness and the grace of its trees! branching ard plumed tops), but.
no terrain higher than very low hills.In fact, in some places on the plain
‘it is so flat that one sees to the horizon for o680 degrees, with the sky a
dome over all.One stretch of the nighway leaus straight zhead -ro benas,
practically no ups or downs- for 160km. At one sgot,close to where the aes-
ert plain jumps off the cliffs at the ocean's edge, we could see the white
caps of the Great Australian Bight.

Two montas of planned field worx in Australia (two wore to come)have
taken us by car from Aacelaide across to Perth and Geralaton and back via
Esperance -ifuriel taxing flower pnotos, Norman wearing a very smell anthro-
pology hat, and soending much time on some long-term biological problems as-
sociated with his gnost woth and satyrid butterfly interests. Renewec con-
tacts witn fellow researcners in Australia are being treasured. A tour of
the soutneastern states is planneda ror the beginning of the year before our
cevurning to Palo Alto, come February.

The year of 1379 has been one of our good and very busy years. The
spring and summer simply flew, complicated by the many tnings to ao to get
away at the end of September., iluriel had some hezlth problems that slowed
her down,put aidn't stop her. Our Loxton family came agzin to see us in Cel-
iforuia, and we toured with them as far as Colorado. Norman completed his
several caapters for the new LAllen Keast-edited Biogeography and Ecology of
Australia. Otherwise his nose is aeep in the writing for nils study of the
"World of iilerum!" about the soutnern tribes of South Australia. A brill-
iant highlignt of the year was seeing the fabulous and stunning treasures
of King Tutankhawen in a Sen Francisco exibition.

We had guests from far and near, all of whom we taoroughly enjoyed.Per-
haps the fartherest were Dr.Ian Common ana Jill who deviated to visit us on
a world trip from Australia via Alaska where Ian haa gresicaed at trne Lepi-
dopterists® meeting, and Dr.Goraon bowles and Jane from Syracuse, Kew York,
at a physical antnropology conference in San Francisco. To these, and all
our visitors wno aid not make this column, we say, "Do come againl!

With 8240km of car travel benind us, and some 5000 to go, not consid-
ering the taocusends in the air to get "aown under", our letter this yezar
must be brief (all right; briefer than it might bel). Although it was a
rushed trip, we did enjoy stop-overs in dawsil and Rarotonga. In fucklard
ouradventure!" was to wezit all day for our fllght to .ielbourne,only to have
it cancelled. Thus we became overnight guests of Britisn Airweays.

Our ever-nelpful Collis and Ceatherine Barain are posting the Californ-
eaition of this letter in stamped aduressed envelopes we left with them. We
will have no opportunity to add notes zs we like to ao. We hope to hear
from you -perhaps we will be enjoying some of our Christias meil in Febru-
ary. Do come to see us when you are near - if you carn cztch us!

We ao hope that you will ewnjoy the festive sezson, 2s we are 1o0«4ing
forward to doing with our two families in Socutn &ustralia.

VWe send our zood wishes -
CHRISTuUiES 13973 CHEERIO -
261ls Harverd Street
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: Mr. & Mrs. Norman B. Tindale
~ 2314 Harvard Street
. Palo Alto, Calif. 94306
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