
On the Eyre Highway 
CocklebiJdy, ~estern AuEtralia 
26 November b79 

It I s nearir:g the end of the year, and h<:re we are at Cocklebidciy vri th 
little but the Inuian Ocean and Antarctica to the so..it:'l of us, and. all a,,. 
round us, a vast snEet of li;nestonE:, the edge of -che r,;ullarbor Plain, cov­
ered with scattered tushes, mostly less tha~ k11ee-nigh. It is country as 
the Aborigines ki:ew it, anu the e:q.Jlorers fo:.mci it.For several hours,driv­
ing along today, we VIE:re completely detached fro1.1 t~'1.e tro;.;.blea world, the 
only evidence of huwan existence t,rn 11 bi. tu;nenrr under our spir.ning wi:1ee ls. 
But the bitwoen eventually leaa.s back to t he ,m.mdane world. Service sta­
tions, food ver1dors, ar,d motels -r,o towns- &re spacsd barely close enough 
to rescue the ;;;otorist in need of gas, fooci, and lodging. The nighv;ay route, 
once a terror for motorists,is now a pothole-free strip of 2721 Kilometres 
connecting Adelaide and. Perth. Still ma.i.ntained, and marKed by signs are 
huge rair..water t.snks, 80km apart, protected by wire fencing. Tne ~-J;.;llarbor 
Plain gives way to vast areas of eucalyptus and acacia scrub (fascir.2. tir.g 
in its dryr.ess ar,d the grace of its trees 1 brariching ar.d plu:ned tops), bt..t .. 
no terrain highE:r than very low hills. In fact, in so.me places on the plain 
it is so flat that one sees to the horizon for 660 degrees, with the s~y a 
dome over all.Or,e stretch of the 11ighv:ay leau.s straight ahead -r,o benCls, 
practically no ups or a.owns- for 160km. At one s,;:ot,close to where the ues­
ert plain jwnps off the cliffs at the o,-:ean 1 s edge, we coilld see the white 
caps of the Great Australian Bight. 

Two mon-chs of planned fiE:ld wor'c. in Australia (two more to co;ne)have 
tai-;:en us by ca.r from A::ielai,1e across to Perth ana Geralu ton and back via 
Esperance -t1uriel ta1cing flo~0;er photos, Norman wearing a very small am:;bro­
pology hat, ar,d S;Jending lliUCh time on some long-term biological i)roblcns as­
soci2ted with his gnost ~oth and satyrid butterfly i~tErests. RenEwea con­
tacts ·r:~- '.;i1 iel.:.ov: researcners in P.ustralia a.re being tree.sured. A tour of 
t:;he soJ.ti1eaEtern ::,tates is planned. for the beginning of the year before our 
,:f.tu1·ning to Palo Alto, come February. 

The year of 1879 has been one of our good and very busy years. The 
spring and summer simply flew, complicated by the many things to ci.o to get 
away at the end of September. ;iluriel had so.me health problems that slowed 
her down,but ci.idn 1 t stop her. Our Loxton family came ag&in to see us in Cal­
ifornia, ar .. d we to1.1red with them as f&.r as Colorado. Norman completed his 
several c.napters for the new Allen Keast-edited Biogeograp_hy and Ecology of 
P:c1stralia. OtnE;rwise his nose is cieep in the writing for i1is study of i;he 
m,vorld of rii ilerum11 about the southern tribes of South Australia. A brill­
iant highlight of the year was seeing the fabulous and stunning treasures 
of King Tutankhaioen in a San Francisco exibi tion. 

We had guests from far and near, all of wnom v:e tnoroug hly enjoyed. Per­
haps the fartherest were Dr. Ian Corr.man an6 Jill who aevia ted to visit us on 
a world trip from Australia via Alaslrn whcre Ian hau prE.SiQed at tee i.,epi­
ciop-cerists r _ meeting, and Dr .Gorci.on Sowles a na Jane from Syracuse, I-iew York, 
at a pi'iy sical anthropology confcrer1ce in San Fra11cisco. To these, and all 
our visitors wi10 aid not make this colu;;m, we say, r1Do come ac:;ain!" 

With 8240km of car travel benina us, and some 5000 to go, not consid­
ering t:1e t rwusar:.ds ir; the air to ge-c 11 aovm uncier 11 , our letter this year 
must be brief (all right;: briefer than it ~ be!). Alt hough it v:as a 
rushed trip, we did enjoy stop-overs in riav-raii and F..arotor..ga. I1~ P.uckl&Dd. 
ournactvu1turer1 was to wait all day for our flight to :::t:lbournE:,only to have 
it cancelled. Thus we became overnight guests of British Airways. 

Our ever-helpful Collis and Catherine BarQin are ~osting the Californ­
eaition of this letter in stamped aauressed eLvelopes we left with them. We 
will have no opportunity to add notes as we lii.e to ao. V;'e hope to hear 
::ram you -perhaps ·u e will be enjoying sowe of our Chris-.;.nas mail in Febru­
ary. Do come to see us wnen you are near - if :;ou car. c1;.cch us! 

We uo hope that you will er.joy the fE::s ti ve se~son, as we are loo,ting 
forward to ~oing with our two families in South Australia. 

CERIST:;IAS 1;;;79 
261-'i Harvard Street 
Palo Alto, Ca. J~306 

We ser:;d our good wishes 
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Mr. & Mrs . Norman B. Tindale 
2314 Harvard street 
Palo Alto, Calif. 9 4 3 O 6 
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