
Dr.Jacques Tixi er 
Museum N~tional D1Histoire Naturelle 
Prehistoire 
l Rue Rene Panhard 
Paris XLLl France 

Dear Jacques: 

Route l 
Kimberly, Idaho 
Feb. 2,1966 

Please accept my apologies for not writi ng sooner, but, as you may know, I am now working 
with Swanson ht Idaho State University on the l~.SF grant to pr oduce a hundbook on flintworking. 
This seems t o take all my t i me, as I have no literary t alent and the writing is very difficult 
for me. The April issue of 11 Tebiwa" will include the article on the Folsom and I plan to send 
you and Bordes a copy. I have taken the liberty of including your name in this paper to 
indicate tha t you and Bordes are t he authorities on flintknapping. Hope you will not object. 
Also, we are doing some hi-speed c&mer& work to photograph the actual working techniques of 
flint. Our camera &akes 44,000 frames per second and this doesn't give much time to remove 
a blade from a Polyhedr~l core. I thought I could feel the obsidian bend, but the camera 
shows them coming off in one five hundredth of a second. It isinteresting to note that the 
distal end of the blade rises high in the air before and above the proximal end. The 
geologist said thut this do-,s indicate t hE t the mut erial bends. As yet I cannot draw any 
conclusions and will reserve judgement until we do further work. Some of the films will be 
shown at the Soci ety for Amerkan ArchEt eology meeting in Moy in Reno. We should get a lot 
of good ..irofessional opinions then which will help in my writing. 

I have been ooing s me w0rk on the Capsi un cores but, to date, I am not satisfied ~ith the 
results. I htive been reluctant t0 use the materi al you sent until I could get a new diamond 
saw bh.oe so tha t I wo uld not was t e uny of the beautiful French flint. I now have t he blade 
and so ho~e t o s end you some cores soon. For this work, I find that a piece of Hi ppo tooth 
makes a fine pressure tool. Bordes gave me one and it is excellant. But, for some reason, 
I have been getting a lot of undul8ti ons and waves in my bl .s.des, so must pr actice more until 
I overcome this irregularity. When I am sat i sfied wi th my results, I will st~rt a core from 
the initial percussion preparation and work on t hru to the final pressure fl aking. Will then 
send it to you with the notes on working technioues. 

I was so pleased t o receive the micro burins. They were exuctly wh.s. t I wanted t o make a 
comparison with one that was found not f ar from my home. The one found here is just the same 
as those you sent - except tha t it wus made in reverse, &.s if made by a l eft-hande man. It 
is t he only one t hat I know of be i ng f ound in the U. S. A. 

U;y wife and I plan to leave for Mexico t },e 1st of next week and will be there a bout thirty 
days. Hope th&t we c&n contact Bordes in Mexico City and do some work together - understand 
he will be there with Loren?.o in March. I cio ho ,ie tha t s ome day you 1:,.nd Bordes and myself 
can get t ogether t o discuss and write about all the problemfi of stoneworking. Swanson and 
Wendorf are pl anning a sessi on similiar t o the one we had in Les Eyzies to be held this 
August in Gl ass Buttes,Oregon. This meet ;"ill be f or archaeologists from the vrest and then 
they pl an a further sess ion at Cha[Jel Hills le.ter on. It will be my hope tha t we can im:lude 
you and Bordes in that one. Think we could r esolve a lot of thjngs i n thi~ way. 

Hope you &.re findi ng time t o continue your ;,ressure flnking, for yo u are comj ng 1-,.long much 
better a :1d f &s t er th1.> n I oid 1::.. t the ini t ie l stages. It is inter e~t i ng t o note tha t you and 
Bordes are becoming so accompli shed in t he Lmeric&.n presroure work, V'hereas e hci ve no 
archaeologists here tha t c1::..n accomplish even the basic, rudimentary steps. 

Thank you agdn for the buri ns &nd the fin e drawing of the core - it will r eally help. 
you and Bordes will soon be aoing ~ similar handbook on working techni ques of the Old 
artifacts. 

Sincerely, 

ron E. Cr &btree 
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