
Dear .Ta cque s : 

Rt. l 
Kimberly , Ic,9.),-, 0 

April 19 , 1966 

Thank you so mucr, for your very nice letter of March 18t}, n nd aJ so for tr e 
Grand .t'ressigny flint which you are sending . I t is always so good to hear 
from you and I learn so much from your letters . I now have a new nin"l'lond 
sawblade so can but up the flint and thereby use every piece of lt . Flint 
is s o pre cious to us here, as we have nothing locally like it. 

We had a delightful trip to Yexico and saw many fabulous things there . Had 
a very nice visit with J 0 se Lorenzo in Mexi co City and also met Litvak Ving 
and Angel Garcia Cook , w}lo will be a. pupil of Francois this ye11.r . Gave the 
students a little instruction in knappir.g and Cook is very adept and sh·ould 
ma ke a good pupi l for Francois . ·:e had expected to meet Francois and Cor nwa lJ 
the re , but apparently Boarde s did not get a visa and Dr . Cornwall was in the 
fi eld . "1as very disappointed to miss both of trierr . Dr . Lorenzo i~ coing some 
very fine, work in technology and typeology and I to ld h i m of your work and 
your abiJ.ity at fllntknapring . I do ~ope you will be ahJc to visit the U. S. 
a nd ~exico soon , for you could be of such great he lo to us here and I kn ow 
you would be delighted witr the archaeology of \exico . The rrqgnitude of i ts 
r e s ources are unlimited . In Mexico City they ha ve a new Nation Musuem of 
Antr·roplogy wriich is magnificient . Je were permitted to vis1 t tre WRrerouse 
of the museum and saN mucb material whi ch is ne ve r displa yed . Seeing the 
polyhedral core material in the archives was very revealing to Me and I lea rne 
a little more about the technique . 

My sketches leave somcH1ing to be desired , so I am send i ng the mi c r o-burin 
for you to examine and compare . Keep it as long as you wish and I would love 
to have your comments and comparis on re sult s . So glad you have a f ur na ce wit 
controls , as t here i s much to be done on the behavior of silex when subje cted 
to heat . Some of the Algerian jaspers , agates and chalcedonies sr ould respon 
very wel l to tfe treatment. 

Kee p up the good work on tool making . Do wish I could spend so~e more time wi 
you , as it is difficult to explain the techniques by letter . You can exert 
more pressure by designing' a new tool. If you wi 11 make a long J-,a ndlf\d press 
too l which Nill reach from your finger tip to your elbow and tr en pla ce the 
ha ndle in a resting pos i tion against the side of your rigrt ribs , you 'Vi11 be 
able to exert more pressure without tiring the WTist and , at trie same time , y o 
can keep consistent angles of pressure . Also , make e pad for the left hand . 
Use a thi ck piece of rubber(such as the rubber sh oe heel) or use a se ction of 
a truck t ire . Cut a groove down the middle of this pad for the flake to 
travel . This will give tre flake support and allow c lear ange . Otherwi se , 
without t~e groove , the flake will usually step - fracture . One hes to make a 
series of sl ort flakes on the slabs first before the l ong flakes are r emoved 
in order to make a slight curve , wrich is already there wren 1Jsing n pr11form . 
Heated flint seems t o be more elastic a~d therefore allows more control than 
obsidian . ~ 

I us e a wheel type g l ass c utter for cutting 
will not cut the silex material . Silex may 
or it can be scri bed wi th a diamond stylus . 

' 
the slabs of obsidian , but t hi s ;
be cut with a sma,11 diam ond saw,~ 

t-l 
C) 

I wou ld be delighted with any of your experimental pieces made on hlades r e 
plicating tte U0 per Paleolithi c . I, to o , ~ould like to ma ke soMething f or you , 
and have included a few of my own pieces(one of quartsite and a r.uatarra lan 
eccentric ) in the packa ge with the burin . Tha nk you aga in f or t re drawi ngs of 
the bur ins . It mus t ha ve been exciting to find a workshop site where t h ey 
were fabri cated . You are i ndeed ma.king an i mportant cont r ibut ion to archaeola 
by be ing able to i nt e rpre t thes e t e ch nique s . I t is so nice to hear from a 
ve r v ~ood fri end . Sincerely 


