
Dr . Jacques Tixier 
Huseum Nati)nal D'Histoire Naturelle 
Prehistoire 
Ins t itut de Paleontologie Humaine 
l Rue Rene Panhard 
Paris, XIII, ?ranee 

Dear Jacques: 

Irab . 12 , 1968 

I aann ot adequately express my gratitude for the many wonderful 
gifts you h~ve sent me . Today I received the flint and thank you for 
bei. nq; so very gene roti.s with t '1is fine material . I shall us e it very 
e conomic~lly 4nd hope to do additional experiments in this material 
on the Capsian cores and blades. As you know, ~,ranc0is and I did some 
exp9rimentin~ in blademaking usin~ t~e punch as an indirect tool to 
detach blades, but it needs considerable more wor~ t0 rqs0lve the 
precision anrl qccuracy necessary to the production of the Capstan blqdes . 

I am over .1 oyed with the cast of the Iiagdalenian ivory carvi.no; . It 
ts sl •ply beautiful and a wonderful job of reproduction! I am most 
fortunqte to have a friend like you who would send such a rn~gnificent 
example of the c~rving. For this I am most grateful . I called ~arl 
Swanson at the University in Pocatello to tell him of t~is treasure 
~nd n3 wanted me to ~sk if the University could purchase a cony for 
d isplay in their .•rns em . Also , he wanted to lmow if there were otl-ter 
examples of i-'aleol i thic art or tools w'1ich would be useful for student 
instruction in ~uropean prehistory . 

Your pStper on terr.iinolov;.v and t,vpeology is excellent and a real 
contribution to the Professi on . I aq pleased to note that our mutuql 
friend, Des~onrl Clar~, took part in the discussions . Your c 0nclusions 
reflect much thought and logic and provide a sound basts which will 
l)enefit t11e urofession in the v·'cars · ahead . Also , the article on the 
techni:J.ue - of pointing the tips of the arrowhearls is q single but 
important diasnostic trait w1ich s1tioul,j he useful to all stu.dents and 
typeolo~i.sts . 

Pl-3ase tell me whqt I c an "lo for vou to show my Q"ratitude for the 
fine nqpers , the flint, arid the beautiful replica of the ivory carving . 
Tomorrow I wi 11 send you a p8.cka15e of natural pi "!C3S of obs id igr, from 
Glqss Butte, Jre~on . You c1:111 hqve these lumps sawn or can percussion 
them into blanks an1 preforms , or even try s0me polyhedr9.l cores and 
bl·3.des . I h::i,ve selected some lumps w~i cv1 s:,,1ow chatoyancy when they are 
cut ~lon~ the propsr axis. You can determine the correct axls by weting 

- the stone wlth water and sxaminin~ it under a stron~ light . Last evening 
I heated some obsidian and quartz crystal and it appears to reli9ve the 
strains and causes the material to flake with greater e~se than before 
the treatment . If you have the ti-:--1e, perhaps vou coul-i do a sirriil'lr 
expeiiment and give me your opinion on this . rhere is no visual difference 
after the heating, but it seems to be easiar to r ~1ove long , thin , 
narrow flakes without their collapsing . -Thank you also for the remembrance of sending the most interest i ng~ 
c ard from Soutr1 i-Jest Africa . Again , a thousand thanks for a l l the N 
wonderful gifts and please let me know what I can do in return . Hop~ 
Mich~l ryauvois has received the journals he asked for . 

Sincerely , 
Don 


