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Sept . 25 t 1965 

Thank you f or your letter of September 17th and your kind invitation to 
give a demons tration of flint vorkine a t your University . I am most 
happy to accept t:his invitation and feel honored to be given this 
opnortunity . 

I s },a ll plan to arrive in Dallas on Nov . 4th , howe v ~r , I ;Jil l h11ve t o 
write to you further regarding an exact date as the airlines here ad 
vise me that all schedules will be ch anBed the latter pa rt of October 
and t hey can gi ve me no definite informo tion until after t he J_5tr, of 
Oct ober . I will be looking f orward to s pending a day r e viewing t rie 
African materia.l . I am s •;re that an orrnortuni ty to see some of the 
ma teri a l from Texa s and Afri ca will be most useful to me in help n .z; to 
write my handbook on flintworking techniques whi ch is under the super 
vi s ion of Dr . Earl Swanson of I .s .u. and sponsored by NSF . 

To answer some of your que stions ree;arding my ba ckground - I rn ve bee n 
intere sted i n flint working since I vms n small boy , but really sta rte d 
to try and replicate the technique s w}1e n I was about twelve . , "Jhat little 
I have a ccomplished , I have d ne w•i t hout he l p and , tJ.erefore , I have 
had a phylogeny of steps and stages that were , no doubt , experienced 
by t he aboriginies . 

I worke d for Dr . Charles Camp s:i.d Dr . R . H. Sti rton at t'hc University of 
California at Berkeley tn Paleo and , whi l e t here , was er:couragod by 
Dr. Krober and Dr • Gifford to keep notes on t ho wor k w1--i. ch I have done . 
'"Jhile working t:rere , I had an opportunity to study I sri ' s work . I n 
1940 , Dr . H. C. Shetrone n.sked me to. vis it the Ohio State Museum and t :be 
Li t hi c Lanora tori ea and resolve some c.xperiments in stone working . 

Did demonstr&tions at t},e ,first Type ology Conference of »·astern 
Archaeologists on pr oblems of point typeology - also at the conferences 
at University of Oregon , '/ashing ton St ate University , University of 
J\lberta a t Edmonton a nd Calgary, Reed College and gave demons trations 
and lectures a t University of London , National Museum of Denmark , 
Museum of Natural Histor·y and Human Paleontoloe;y, Par t:_s , Mu se um of 
Natural History , Denver and at the University of California at Berkeley 
I l e ctured to t :be student s a·na made a knapping film wi t h Dr .Francois 
Bordes . Bach year I try to visit as many di g s as I c a n anf gi ve a 
de monstrq,tion nnd ha ve do ne so nt Hell Gap , Mannix , Cottonwood , Birch 
Crnek , etc. 
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I attended t he conference held in Les Eyzies , Frnncc in November , 1964 
w}1ich vvas· very i mportant t o me in thn.t I was able t o wor k witr and 
learn from Dr . Franc ois Borde s and improve my percussion te ch ni que . 
Also , whi le thr'e , I had the good fortune to be able to study a.nd 
review t he rr.a n y colle ctions brought tl-ia'e by the delegates . 

P lease t hank Mr . and Mr s . Gilmor·e for tl1eir kind invitation to stay at 
t he ir home . Howe ver , I t h ink it wi 11 be more conve niont for me if I 
can stay on ca mpus or near t he Universit y , as I would like t o spend as 
much time as I cnn with your staff and students and reviewing mo.teriaJs . 
I would , however , li ke very much to meet t he Gilmores and to h~ ve an 
opportunity to t hank t hem personally for this kind offer . 

As soon as I can get a. defini te schedule on arrival , I will write to 
you a gain , wlii ch should be after t he 10th of October . However , I will 
p lan to be in Dalls s,on t he 4 th . 

Am enclosing t h e only picture I have of 
at Birch Creek during a demonstration . 
should find another and bet ter picture , 
b oard . 

myself at work . 'l'his was token 
It is not too good and , if I 
I will send i t to you for the 

Thanking you again for your kind invitation and looking forward to 
visiting and working with you , I remain , 

Yours very truly, 

Don E . Crnbtree 
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