
Mr . G, F. Wil1 
Felsenhofstr 7 
8134 Adliswil, Switzerland 

Dear George: 

Route 1, Box 39 
Kimberly,Ida~o 83341 

March 1 , 1972 

I can not t hank you enoui:·h for the valuable collection 
of s pecimens . Thev represent a vari ty of techntques w'~ 1 ch 
will be i nvaluable to my work . Indeed , I shall trv replic~tion 
of them . The ve ry flat saw c uts on the ax an~ c~lsel do , 
i n48ed , p r esent a problem in def i ning th~ appli~d technique . 
Most of the cuts on jade axes from Aesoamert ca g,re c urved 
rather th-3.n fl3 t a.nd it has been su~gested th!Ct t strinn; s<:1win~ l=l. "ld 
abras ives we r e used . I will a ttempt to replicate t he cuts on 
jade usin~ f lint and ot~e r mate ria ls ~nd let y u 1 now th e results . 
The break appears to be a ccompl ished by stri k ing t he p iece on~ 
flat beam of r es istant mate rial at a poi n t opposite t he saw 
indentation. This is sometirn9 s cal l e d "block on block" tec~nique . 

The blade and micro blade No . 11 s~ow an interestin~ color 
and luster c han~e , apparent ly due to h~a · n~ the cor~ b~fore t h e 
blades w~ r e removed . The t herma l trea t ment produ ces a p ronounced 
luster and yel lows often turn red from the h~at . The bladele t 
has the c haracteristics of being detached by pressure but the 
platform is mi ssing so t her~ is st i ll e little doubt . I hope 
you have found some s mall cores t hat match th 3 blade . Th is 
would be a g re a t help in defining the technique . 

I find the use poli sh on some of the art if4cts mos t 
interesting and also c ould se B evi dence of wear on the obtuse 
9ngl-s on some of the p i e ces . The bone p i ~ces are beautiful -
the c olor and polish i s so rich - they are , indeed, ge~s . 

I am ,rnrki ng; an a package of sp~cimens for vou w> i c"i I 
~ope t o fin ish soon and get in t he mail . Mv wife and I have 
just r etur ned fr m a tri p to t he Southwest part of t i1e St--ites 
whe r e it was a little warme r and whe r ~ we w~re qbl e t o visit 
friends in the universities . Upon our return , your p~ c kq~e W9S 
waiting and wha t a wonderful surprise . 

Franc ois is due here on Apri l 9th ann we shal l work together 
and discuss some of your p roblems . A:n sur ~ you wil l e n .icy you r 
visit with him this summe r . 

With l{indest personal r e2-;ards, 

Don E. Cra btree 


