
Dear Don 

Thankyou for your hone call to my g andmother . My l ack of communi­
cation I Hp □ lo gize for. In ~~rt it is due t o knowing the steady stack of 
mail you recieve and not wanting to add my tri via tQ it. Believe me it 
isn't out of disrespect . As a final apology , I am t}ping this because 
two days a go I p 1 a yed '-asketball instedd of running to give my knee~ a 
rest , and when I ~ent up for a rebound someone took m~ leg s out from 
undernealth me and I fell to the floor on my right hand. 

You ~entioned about a young man who wanted to go to the Yukon . He1e 
is what I know . Dr . Irving has gone through the fin al review of his five 
year 11illion and half dollar interdisciplim:. y study of the 1'iddle 
Porcupine area in the Northern Yukon . Besides alynologist , geom□ pholo­
gists, ~a leontologists , and so on he will be in charge of archaeolo gical 
surveys and excavat;ons along the Middle Porcupin River from below Old 
Crow flats to the Alaskan borde1 . Or . Irving's main interest lies in 
doing an ethnography on the Kutchin Athapaskans . He has mentioned to me 
the possibility of working with old utchin info mants to reconstruct 
their aboriginal mate ial cultur e and working part tim e probably with 
Jaque Saint-Meyrs in archaeologica field work . His plans and personnel 
appro pri at ions depends on how much m~ney he gets. This is rather vaque 
but the whole thing is up in the air ri~ht now . 

n relation to this young man who is interested in ning to the 
Yukon the best appr oach would probably be for him to send a letter 
di ectly to Irving wi ha resume and the availability of your recommen­
dation that I know m8ans a lot to him . If he wants he can writ8 directl y 
to me and I will do whatever he wants and gi e it immediate attent i on . 
The main barrier would probab y be th e recent Can adian laws reGuirin g 
that first qualified Canadians are hired . Time i s getting short so he 
should give i immediate attention. As a final caution there is a mail 
strike that is presently rotating around the coun t ry - my grandmother's 
etter that precipitat~d this reply took two weeks to get to me. My 

phone number is 416 463-6898 if needed - if he phones me PUdo what I can 
as quic ~ly as I can. Thi s is rather presumptuous on my part but I 
t::.elieve rl ue to the mail strike a~ the lateness of the year thc:-,t I will 
mention to Irving that you have ~entioned a young man that is int erested 
in □ in to the Yukon . 

At a personal level this has been an Ext remely frustrating year doe 
to my financial has. els with the government - G.I. veterens ' benefits. 
They pre ently owe me over two thousand dollars and if it wasn 't for my 
dear Grandmother and Aunt I wouldn't be in school . On the other side of 
the coin I believe I have met the women that I want to marry - the jdea 
i s de--r,asingly scaring the hell out of me . ~y ~eight is down thirty 
pounds from your class and fifty-five from this time last year. I have 
been maintainin a status ~uo by running five days a week. 1y flint­
knapp ing practice has been exercised on 580 , J □ Ln~s of obsidian I brough t 
back wi t h me. If possible I would like to ask you many que:tions 
partia lly arisin g from my frustritions , and ob sLrve some of your work 
again . I am not progressing as fast as I thou gh t I would or want to , in 
part regulcir practice would expediatf:-. the proces s . J mrnmal am finding 
the attainement of executing good pressu e flaking a harder and more 
elu~i ve future attainment. Your cour-e la~t year has opened up new 
Joors and given me insight into new and m·aninful hori- □ns in archae­
ology - thanky0u. 


