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Mr . Do n E. Crabtree 

l"limberly, Ida ho 

Dear Mr . Crabt re e , 

John H. At her ton 

Department of Anthro pology 

University of Ore gon 

Eugene, Orego n 

I am a gr aduate student in Anthrop oloqy at the Uni versity 

of Oregon . I am just finishing work mn my master ' s thesis , 

the subject of whic h is obsidian quarries . There is almost 

no informa t ion on the lo c a tion or characteristics of these 

quarr ies in Oreg on . Dave Cole of the Mus e um of Natu ral History 

informed me that you are an expert on the subject . 

Any imformat ion that you could let me have on the location 

of obsidian quarries, their characteristics and how they can 

be r eache d would be gre a tly ap preciated . 

Thank You Very Much , 

John H. Athert on 



Hr . John H. At 0 e rton 
Depart ment of Anthropology 
Unive rsity of Oregon 
~usene , Oregon 

De:1r ;,1r . Atherton: 

Route i 
Kimb9rly , Idaho 83341 

Nov . 22 , 1966 

i'lY humble apologies if I hei.ve not answered vour 
but found it among some misplaced files which I 
when I h8.d t8 go on the :>acifi c ?ort hwest r,:mr . 
i'1formst1on I can give will not be too l"lte for 

letter before , 
h-7··1. ·~ut aside 

Ifory, any 
v•;ur thesis . 

Hy mail sourc,e of obsidian has bt~en in t~1e Gl ass Jutte ar,3a in 
Oregon . Iara sure yot:t know i:,here t·,1s is, but ha.ve m~rk9d it 
on t'1e 'U:ip . It is on U. 3 . 20 beti·reen 3enJ q•1d. ~)urns at 9.bout 
milcnost 77 about twelve miles e0.st of tra,-•.)ton . 1'hisobsidian 
1s variable i n qual ity but most of it is useful far manufacturing 
artlf~cts . There is considerRble evide~ce of borl~inal ~ork on 
t 1e surface but little or no sio;ns o:' their quarryin,~ the 
'TI'lterial . 

Yo __ , ma 1,r know my friend, Hobert r'O'.'.'t;;-; r . If you r.1,·,n 't I a:; fPJ.re 
Ja,re Cole can ,·tve •rou his address in l-o.rtland . ;Ie ts owner of 
t 11e .Port-]r (Coolt o;;) furn·J.ce 00';.1_~,'l.ny in .:'ortl 0 nd - Ufled to live 
in ~uc:i;ene . :Ie tolo me "1.b)ut so·.1e sites i•1 t!-1e :3ilv9r L8Vce 
cUstri c k wh::re flal{ing debi t-::i3e ··,as 111.qny .feet t)~Ji.ck but , un­
fortmY:i.tely , I h.1ve never be3n to t'K: si.te . 

I h·1.ve used obsiclin .. n fro"1 1- ,~vada , Cali :·orni"=l ;rexico anrJ varieties 
of i"0 numhrite fro"'l. Iiaho . J.lso just r·~celved ,:,er. e 1~➔.rge Ran1y;les 
fro·1 Iceland thr;mgh th~ courtesy of Juniu.s ''trd . 

I 9."1 sorry t 1v:1.t I cannot be of ,;re•'.':\.t,:;r helJ) to you for I think 
•rour wor1c on m..,,terifils •ri 11 bo 1ost; v·1l 1Fble in -l:racin.':; the 
C::)Ur-ces of rrr,terials ar!rJ the,1 r3lr1 tiYP the"1 to ''rti.,.,acts . 

3orry I CS1.nn0t be of ,o;raater help and if, 
you_ any in ~or 1:1Rtion or :1elp 9lease 1 !t :1e 
orry ise to answ~r prom~t l y . lease ~ive 
Don . 

t an v t 'i. '•e , I C8 n give 
·no·;, • IJ-? x t ti 1e I 

rJy re--;ardr-; to Daye and 

Yours vary truly , 
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