
ARIZONA STATE MUSEUM 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 

TUCSON , AR I ZONA 85721 

Mr. Don Crabtree 
Kimberly, Idaho 83341 

Dear Don, 

31 Mar 67 

Thank Evelyn for the nice letter of some time ago. 
Joyce will get around to answering it soon. She is a 
classic bad letter writer . If you send t he coat down we 
would like to photograph it at least. I doubt if it could 
be displayed - the display people have their hands full 
wi th work they should have done a long time ago . We have 
a few of the coats of the style oft hat in the photo I sent. 
We do not have ,nor have we seen ones,like yours. 

Enclosed is a tracing of a Clovis fluted point f ound 
near here . I am sending the tracing so I might get a few 
comments on the point from you if you have the time . 

The broken point looks ~ike a burin spall scar. Also, a 
nearly parallel sided flake which terminates in a step 
fracture seems to have originated from the tip end of the 
point . Would you say that the break was due to the point 
hitting something? If so , the tip broke off and at the same time 
a flake crone off . What kind of break or force would produce 
a flat, burin spall like scar? 

The secondary flaking or retouch produced 
parallel sided flakes of varying lengths and with concave 
ends (se e drawing) . The resultant cutting edge has a 
sinuous look to it. Could this be the result of ~ercussion 
flaking usi~ an antler (or something comparable) rather than 
pressure? 

If you have time and my drawing and c ormnents make 
senserI would appreciate any interpretation you might 
care to pass along . 

We surely enjoyed having you both hereo Hope to 
see you at Grasshopper. 

Our bes :b to you both, 

Jim ~oyce 



g Tip broken off 
, Break looks like a burin spall scar 
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parallel 
sided with 
convave 
ends. 
Found on 

both sides & 
on both edges, 

Clovis point found near Tucson,Arizona 
Both flutes end in hinge fractures R 
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Dr . Jim Ayres 
Arizona St<1te ;1useum 
Unive rsi ty of \rizona 
'.ruc s on, :\rizona 85721 

Dear Jirn: 

Route 1 
Ki mberly , Id.aho 83341 

April 19 ,1967 

S o ,;00,:J to hear f'ro1'11 .vou an1l Joyc e ancl t 11an'·s f'"lr ti1~ r'lr3~1inci; 
of t he Clo•ri..s fluted point . ...:velyn has S0'1l':! boolrn f0r Joyc3 and we 
plan t () 4.eliYer t}nq a t -'.Jrasshopp:cr . "1e ware d3li 1~ 11t·3d to h9St.r fr()rn 
Bi l l Lon~qcre today asking us to co~e . Th i s is o~e of 0u~ fqvorite 
s pots a n(1 cert~inly an ~ducqtion for ~e . Jus t on9 c onsider~ti'"ln -
he mu s t 1"•1rnish anoth':! r bec:i.r . 

Ilb 0ut the Clovis 'D'.)i_ nt f 0 1P1d n•~Rr Tues on . I cg,nnot te 11 wi th­
wout e xa"'linin,..,. t 11e flake s car if it is ':'I. pnrnosely mqde burin 1-:'reak . 
Howe v3r , if you will exarnin~ t~e corn~ression rin~s on th~ break , 
thev wi ll tell you at what po i nt and in w~ich direction t h~ -force 
t h~t c aus~d the brea~ was ap~l ied . If th3 co~pr~sslon rin1s st3.rt 
rad iatin7 fron the lateral ~argins , tnen a burin blow w0uld be 
i ndic a ted . If t hey start on t~e face oppos i te thqt of the fac e 
bear i ng the paral l e l-s ide d flake , t hen the ind icat i ons a r e thqt t he 
tip of t he !)01.nt was broken a cc identally and probabl y du 3 tn i ts 
stri k i ng s~,e object . The l unate br e3.k at the tip is t yp ical of 
str iki n~ an object S1.t an angle l,)SS t11an a r igYJ.t argle . As t'1~ tip 
struc lz , t 1 e force '-~as also transmitted t o t:-ie oppos i te s\ne o+' the 
a r t ifac t causi11s the fL,dce t o be re·"oved. fr0r,i the f 3.ce n<::9.r t h3 t i p • 
.L he s e c ondarv reto1.wh ;Tas t)rob3bly done by pressur'= t·") reFOV-8 t',-; 
ri"l,;3S lr-"ft b" t 11e p~rcuss i on pro f or ,1 i ng . Pe rc uss i on wor k l~aves 
nr onounce,l ridr;;s on eitlv3r side of eac h bull, o f' p~rc us s i :::n which 
pe r 1i ts t 11e wor'::,r to mak3 P':l r a l lel fl-1Y".:!S wi tr1out t 11e1:1 11e1 Y!.9' 

r egul arly spac ed . Suc h a tec ~n i que ls 1uite t ypi cal of t h9 Clov is . 

We Ni 11 ½e S";YJ'.'l.i YJ.S y0u t 11e Navajo c oqt 1 n tne n ~Y- t week and 
wil l be hapcy to kno'·T wha t ,, 11l ti1 i r,k of it. de lrn or•r i1ot '1 i nz of' it 
othe r than we bou~ht i t 25 year s qgo i n one os t 'nese s h ops w~e re 
t l->,ey buy _junk and s,311 an t iques . How.:; v ~r , i t wq R P"' r t of 9. c oll ,., ctton 
I purchas~d w~ ich included s0~e ve r y f i re ba s ko t s w~ic~ woul1 seem 
t o t nd ic9.te a dis c r i minati ng c oll~ct or . 

Si nce r ely , 

-. 
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