
Mr . James H. B~rr 
Arizona St<:ite 1,1w~e1rn Li brarv 
Tucson . t\rtzona 
85721 

Route 1 , Box 39 
Kimb~rly .Idaho 
83341 

I am ash~med to be so tardy in replvtn~ to vour l~tt0r of Nov . 
18th but '11,:ive ju~t retnrn~d +"rom a v~ry long trip t0 the 1ast coast 
qncl then imr>'Jeitatel,v 11"ld to q;o to the I1cirmes Roc1: shelt")r to p9.rtlclp-:1te 
in the f0rthc0mln'1:' ,~i3C news sp9cial "The First AT11ericRn" . /e'1ther w s so 
bad th~r9 tl-i•:1t I returno.d ho""! vc:,ry ill with t11"! flu. A V""!rV lonci: bout , 
but enou~ri excus~s. I a"'1 deli~hted to h99r of your OPJortunltv to 1o 
the work ':lt Berne. A..m ,just j~alous th:::it I can not pgrtlcipate . 

Ji~, I q~ sorry th~t I can not quote actual references of the 
long overdue and neglected rese3rch in this field . Sourc~s of actual 
mater\91 qre by fqr ~ore import~nt t11an tvpe soecime~s for mqterial c8n 
only move in a dir~ctlon away from its source . I have ~ooi re"lson to 

U believ'"' tl-nt rnqn's 1uest fnr desirable m--:iterl8l far surp3ss~d 11is nead 
for food and led him fartY')er afield . Positive identific?tion of mqterials 
by nautro~ activqtion or oth9r m9ans will ultlmqtely prove th9 dir~cti~n 
an1 rnove~a11t of mqn in his quest a~d recovAry of ~qteriql . For instance , 
if a ~uqrry site could he locqted in Siberia and corr9spondlng mat9rlal 
foun"l ln tY1e New l'orld 'Tlany unanswered questirms would be resol,red . It 
would then not h9 essent\91 to h.-:ive a tvpe spaciman or a particular 0 technique , but onlv the 'Tl9teriql discard~1 hy nossible sharpenino- or 
remodific.-:itio11. This couln suffice . By the sgrne token, it is not 
i~oossible that mqterial could h9Ve ~one from the New World to the Old . 

Dr . Robert tleizi~r , University of California at Berkeley has 
probqbly done more on meterial sourcestvian anyone . ~lthou~h his work ha s 
been ~ainly with obsiii8n . He hqs traced monolithic m0t~r\9ls of the 
lowlAnds o~ Mexico qn. other ~eo~raphical areas . Also , Dr . James Griffi n 
Universitv 0f Mich~~qn gt ~nn Arbor is doin~ this tvpe of work on both 
obsidign and flint, hut have not h.ad a report from him in s0m"? tln1e . 
worrnt11~t011 h3s meYJ.tirmed s~v~rql mqteriql sourceR in h3r wrltin("Ts - Kn ife 
Ri V9 r f lint . Ali b<=1tes fl irit and others . Many have r:i·,de m ~nt i 01:1 of '1e 11-
known so11rc~s. Fhrrison Countv, Indiqna flint; Flint Rir1q;e Ohio fli11t ; 
Grand Pressigny and Bergeriac flint and others . 
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I think it woul1 be worth while for you to write to Or. Fr4ncois ~ 
Bord9s , Universit~ of Bordeaux. Talence , ~ranee and to Dr . Jqcqu~s Tixier , 
Muse um National D'Histoire Naturell9 , Prehistoire . Institut de Paleontolog ie 
Humaine . 1 Hue Rene P8.nhard , Paris , XIII , i•'rance . Both 1nen correspond with 
me , both are flint~nappers , both have been exp~rlmentin~ wit11 t11e th~r~al 
treat~ent of flint and it is very possible that ~hey hqve done a pcirt ial 
study on this very subj~ct . 

The studv or mq~~riqls and their sources ls an al~ost unexplor~d facet 

of archqeolo~y th8t will beco~e a nost useful tool . Any work ~one in this 

particulqr field will be a ~r~4t contr1bution . Do hopa vou rollow throu~h 
in t 11ts stw'!v . It ts badlv nee11ed br thP, profession and let me know if I 
can b3 of any furth_.r help . Pleasa giv'3 my ragards to Ilaury , Thornpson ,Jelinek, 
Ayres and Longacre. 

Sincerely yours, 


