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Mr. 2d Barry 
Gem Center , U. S.A. 
4100 Alameda Avenue 
Sl Paso, Texas 79905 

Dear Ed: 

Route 1 , Box 39 
Kimberlv, Idaho 
Jan . 7,1969 

It h8,S been a lon~ time since I have written to you and , if I 
haven •t don3 so as yet , I r,rn.nt to acknowledA; e recei o t of the core . It 
l s now at Idaho 8t~te University and I just talked with Jr . Swanson and 
he says he will return it to you soon . ~d . I don ' t believe it is an 
aborlgln~l core . The fractures appear to be natural for the breaks ~o 
not have t~e characteristics of a man-made blade scar . In the profession , 
we C8,ll this type of nqtural break a "starch fracture". I am enclosin~ 
a recent publ ic3.tion on the cores of Aexico '-71--Ji.ch may explain my reason 
for thi_s decision. Hovever, in the bags of Peacock obsiclian I ordered 
from you , I did find a piece of aboriginally worked obsicHl=ln from which 
three successive elongated flstked had been detached. 'l'her"! was also ,g_ 

blpointed and unifacially flaked artifact . I will try an~ have th~se 
dated by the hvdration method but, at the present time , the Unlve r sity 
here 1oes not have the facilities for this type of datin~ . Plan to send 
so~e material to 2d Lanning of Colu".'.lbia University who will do the 
hydration dating . Jill keep you in touch with the pro~ress . 

I just returned fro~ a long trip to the ~ast Coast for study and 
lectures and when I r 8 turned home , NBC News called and asked :ne to get 
up to th~ Har-mes Rock shelter in western 1.Jashington to do s01TJe flint
kna0pin~ scen8s for the fo ~thcoming sp9cial "The First A~- rlcan" , deplet
ing mans movenents f'ro>rJ Siberia to the Southern tip of Sonth America . 
It ls schedule1 to be on the air sonetlme in March qnd think you will 
be interqsted in seein~ this one . The weather in ~ashin 7 ton was prettv 
bad so came down with a good case of the flu and it has been a long 
s;ssion . Hope to be back on my feet real soon . 

I would be most interested to know of your trip to Cen tral America 
and do hope thqt it was both profitable and enjoyable . While in New York 
I saw SOT!l~ f'abulous material fror.:i Panama - gold and emP.rald - coll9cted 
in the twenties by a friend of mine , Gordon ~clcholm . Soulds li~e great 
country. 

The A".'1eric"ln Museum h~s as 1rnd me to make a representatl ve tool 
collection for an exhibit to show the stone tools used bv man for the last 
two ml 11 ion y3ars . I wi 11 ad vise the □. of the Pe9coc 1{ ohs irl iRn for we wi 11 
need plentv of mqt~rial . Ho~ever , we also need good flint and some of 
the b'~St comes f'ro·'TI Texas and. I do hop.~ t11<:1t vou h,:ive snrne of this m'1terlal . 
Th~ cnlor is unimportant but the texture is v~ry critical . It should be 
waxy , vitreous or gl~ssy . If you have any o~ this type of flintlik~ stone 
would you alve ~ea price on 1000 lb . lots and also on the mine run 
o~sidi~n . I will then sub~it t~is to the Museum . In the meantime , if you 
~ould like to senrl a pi2ce or two of obsidian I will make you R polyhedral 
core and a bifaciglly fla ked knife or lance point . For the core , I need ~ 
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a piece about five inches long by thr9e or four inches square -
preferably with the flow structure runnin~ with the lonQ" axis . Material 
for the lance point may be of any diM9nsion dependin~ on the size of the 
desired art\fgct . 

~e have had a very full year with the prospects of a full 
schedule for 1969 , so we plan to le9.ve in ·::tbout ten days for Mex ico 
for a much needed rest . ,,e will try for the State of Coli.ma, as I h ve 
not seen Manzanillo as yet . Wonder if you ever found out the locgtion 
of the peacock obs id tan mine . viould love to know and wrio,n we q,re t 1•ere 
visit the site . Not for t~epurpose of brin~inT out material , f'or it · ts 
not allowed qt the border , but for the satisfaction of seein'! if' this 
was, iddeed, a quarry or workshop site . If y ou have any further 
inform~tion on this wouli certainly appreciate ho,q_rin~ f'ro~ you ~efore 
we go and will lo,t you know the results. 

Wishin<:i; you a prosperous and happy New Year, 

Sincerely yon""s, 

Don :;; . Crabtree 
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