
Route 1, Box 210 
Kimberly, ID 83341 

May 14, 1980 

Charles O. Becht ol, M.D. 
l))O North Vermont A:ve. , Suite 601 
IDs Angeles , Californi a 90027 

Dear Doctor Bechtol: 

Unfortunat ely I wasn't able to make contact w1 th you personally by your 
business telephone (213 666 1742). If you wuld like to send me your 
telephone number where you ca...'l'l. be reached ot he:r- t han during working hours, 
I would be glad to call you. By the way, my number i s 208 733 3275. 

I am delighted to know of your i nterest i n s toneworki ng. I have a 
number of publications that are handled by Idaho State University, 
Museum of Nat ural History-, Department of Anthropology, Pocatello, 
Idaho 83201. '!'here is one i n particular that you may be interested in 
and t his i s entitled Replication of Ho Ho Kam Points. It is one of the 
only publications t hat details some or t he pressure techniques. 

Too , it is interesting to me to know or your interest in the work of Iahi, 
the las t remaining Yana Indian. I had the good fortune ot being able to 
see t he r ssults of Ishi' s artistry. I was working tor the thiversity of 
CalU'ornia in the Museii"1 or Paleontology 1.n 1939 and tha Museum of Anthro­
pology was jus t across the plaza from 'Where I was located. At that time 
I made t he aoquaint anoe ot fuctor Krober and Dootor Gifford and they 
gave me firs t-hand information on much of Ishi's work while I i was at 
the Mus eum of Anthropology. I was encouraged at that time by Doctors 
Krober and Gifford to continue on with my experimentation in stone tool 
making, and I am still working at trying to resolve many elusive techniques. 

You mentioned a publication written up in the Archives .2! Archaeolo,a: and 
Ethanoloiq:, Volume 13, Number 2. This i s one publication that I am not 
familiar with, but I will certainly tr, to find copies for us. It should 
be most interesting.. At this time I cannot give you information regarding 
this particular volume. However,--v•ry little was observed in the actual 
flaking done by I shi. Most of the work that Saxton Pope did was regard­
ing penetration of arrows and their manufact ure. Unfo r tunately, there 
was very little described about his techniques and the actual flake 
removal. Mos t of the description was about Ishi's tools. 

In your profession I feel that you may find the use of obsidian knives 
tor surgery or interest. 'ftiey are approximately ten thousand times 
sharper than the best scalpel. As you know, broken glass is used for 
the microtome bl ades i n making very thin tissue sections. I reel this 
has great possibilities for micro surgery-, cosmetic surgery, and the 
promotion or rapi d healing. 
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We may discuss these partioulu topics at a later time. I wuld look 
forward to a Visit fl"ODl you. It I can provide you with any information 
from fl\Y' past sxperiments, I would be happy to do sc,. 

DCawt 

1hank1ng you for your interest, 

ll>n Cpabtree, D. Sc. 
Research Associate in Preh1stor1c 

Technology 
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