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Mr . Don E. Crab t ree, 
Route 1, 
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I daho 83341 , 
U. S . A. 

Dear Don, 

I was deligh t ed t o receiv e your i nteresting le t ter of 
19 . X. 66 , and t o learn th e resul t s of your new experiment s 
i n b l ade t echnology. Your demon s t ration t ha t i t is possible 
t o press off four i nch long b lades is highly significant . The 
contribut ion s you are maki ng t o our unders t anding of s t one 
work i ng t echn i ques are simply t errific . My own comprehension 
of t hese ancient human s kills has been comple t ely rev olut ion
i zed through cont ac t wi th you , and I am passing on t hese 
benefi t s t o my s t udents. Incidentally t hey t remendously 
appreciat ed the demons t ra t ion you so generously pu t on for 
t hem . 

The pub licat ion you ask aboutJ which contained t he illus
t ra t ion showing a Mex ican Indian mak i ng polyhedral blades is 
as follows : 

K. H. Jacob-Friesen , Die Al t s t einzei t funde au s 
dem Le i ne t al bei Hannover, 133 pp . Hildesheim , 
1949. 

In t ranslat ion: 

The Paleoli t hic Fi nds from t he Leine Valley 
near Hannover, 133 pp. Hildesheim, 1949 . 

The illus t r at ion i n ques t ion is Fig. 55 on p.129. The 
cap t ion reads, "Preparat ion of s t one bl ades t hrough pressure . " 
Jacob-Friesen ob t ained his i n format ion from a work by J. Lubbock 
ent i t led : 
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Die v orgeschich t liche Zeit erllfotetrt durch die 
Uberres t e des Altertums und die Sitten und 
Gebdlu che der je t zigen Wilden , Jena, 1874. 

In t ran slat ion the t i t le reads: 

The Prehis t oric Period Illuminated through t he 
Rema i n s of Antiquity and t he Customs and 
Prac t ices of Modern Savages, Jena, 1874. 

Jacob-Friesen s tates i n the t ex t that Lubbock> following data 

relat ed by Torquemeda_, gi v es a. good descrip t ion of the working 
te chnique of t he ancient Mexicans and that Fig.55 had been drawn 

according t o th is descrip t ion. Thus, the i nformation given by 
Torquemeda. has pa ssed t hrough the hands of several au thor s before 

Fig.55 wa s drawn . It cou ld well be t hat the need to clamp 
the polyhedral core i n something like a. v ise got los t somewhere 

in the shuffle. 

I t r u s t that t he a.hove is what you need for you publicat ion 

on polyhedral cores . I am a lso enclosing a Xerox copy of Fi g. 55 . 

Alice and I, a.s well as the Keenlysides greatly enjoyed 
your and Eve l yn 's v isit . We hope t hat we may have the plea.sure 

of having both of you come up again before t oo long. 

Thanks for passing on the regards from t he Swansons. Please 

do gi v e our best t o them! 

Si ncerely , 

~ 
Charles E. Borden 
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