
Dr. Junius Bird 
.American Museum of Natural History 
Central Parkiest at 79th Street 
New York , New York 
10024 

Dear Junius: 

Route 1, BoxJ9 
Klmberly , Idaho 
Ms.rch 10 , 1969 

Pardon the delay i n wri tin·~ but have jus t returned from thirty 
days in Arizona where I s pent quite a bit of tirne in the desert hunting 
hard wood for the st one flaking experiment and also ge tt ng the hands in 
shape. de collected some of the slow gr ow ing desert hardwoods for the 
experiment - ironwood , manzanita , mahagony and mesqui te. It was good 
to get away from tele phones and r~sponsibilities and have a chnnce to 
do some flintknapping . Had a nice visit ··: ith the people at Tucson but 
missed seeing 1farie at Tempe as srie was in ;ras 1'i in1st on D. C. a t t he I N·-WA 

meeting . 

I was about to g ive up on the woo en flaker expe rt. ent until this 
week which has been most encouraging . I have now successfully rec plicted 
the flake scars of the s pecimens you sent. I made s O'"'le atterriot to dup
licate their form but was more i nter~s t ed in t he tec h~ ique . I will be 
sending you a nackage soon conta inin~ your artifacts , my duplic9tions , 
and the wooden flakes used in the mqn ufqct ure. 

I b9came so interested i n t h i proj9ct that I de cided to write a 
brief paper on t he ~xperl~ent which I wills ~d to you very soon . This 
is fo r your personal use to expl-3.in the experi"ae t or you may want to 
add t o the pape r a nd put it in publi shable f orm if you think it worth 
while . 

~ill g o to Idaho St ate University tomorrow and wan t to take the 
Palliaike artifacts up to show t o Dr. '~wanson 9.nd then , when I return , 
will mail the pac kage t o you. 

I am look i ng forward t o Tixier's vi s it on the 9th of April when we 
can do some experiments t ogether . I am s ur e he will want to t ry the 
wooden flaker tec~hnique . Am als o hopin ~ t hgt we ve t to see the First 
American on March 21st - but one never knows here a s we have only one 
station and have t o t alrn what t hey g ive . ·v-lill be r98.l ly disappointed 
thou~h not to see the part about the early people in Sou thern Chile as 
well as t he Alaska sequence . 

Thank you so very much for t he publi c a tion by Professor ~lkin - he 
ts a keen observer and h is article will be of greqt help . 

Your friend , 

Don .:£ . Crabtree 
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