
DON E . CRABTREE 

Don " • Crabtree was born on J une 8 , 1912 in Heyburn , I daho t o E lis E .. and 
.Mabel Morgan Cr•abtree .. He is t ,. e accond of three c1-. ildren , }1a.ving an olde r 
sis ter , Virgini a (Lr .. Lewis Ha ck ) and a y ounger sister, Helen Ho se (Mrs . J.'r . 
Anders on ) both of 1J in FalJ s, I dah o . 

1 t . the ti , e of his birth b is Pat. er wa s a Mi nis t er in t he rifo t , odiat C ur.cb , 
s erving a s pastor for bo t : t he c J urch in Heyburn a d in Burley .. 

in 1915 t e fa mily wa s t ransfer•red t o Salmon , I da'ro w ,ere }1 .s Fathe r w, s 
t r e Pa s tor of t he Sa l mon Me t odi st Church a. s we ll an Post ,ns t er or t 1~e 
t own . I t w s re:re t l:.a.t Don first be e· me i nterested in I n(1ians a ci t eir 
tools . His Mothe r woul . uve hi r un errB nds t o t· ,0 ne .xt - d er e_ r·,bo.r 
a nd , a s a reward , t · i s l e. dy would give Don an r rowhea w i c }-1 er ·bu<•ba n 
had ga.t "e r ..: a . Youn g Don bee ·:-- 0 fo. scins. t od witr t ".hese tool .. , and , ovon a t 
t 'b1• earl y a ge , _ e began t o ·• ond er " w ~y 11 and '' 0 ·1J

0 t he v e re made . Tr'e e 
were , at t i s ti ,ie , s t ·.11 m·.ny I nd i ans i n Salmon an t oir c ustom va.s t o 
sit f la t on t .o s_de wo. l -~ wi tr. their legs stretched i n f1•ont o tre n. Don 
f ound it great f u n to j ump ove r t .eir l egs a. d t o t s.J wit:-, t e m, for w ic 
h e 'vva s severely repr1rrianded by bls 1'1other , 

For t he ne:xt few years t he family was trans fer r ed by the o··mrch t o pe.rishes 
i n Richfield a nd Fi ler· whe1"e young Don occupi 3d hl s tlrn,:3 collecting arr·o.::
point s a nd spent mu cJ--i time s tud ying t e:n and Vi ondering w y t e e wer.e so 

ny different s ape s and :tnds., 

:'the . Don wa s s i x , his Ff,it 1er•s hea lth fai l e d and , t :rerefor e , .e ga.ve up 
t he mi ni s try a nd mov e d to t he S l mon Tract in '.l'w in Falls wre r e t e fa f?"' ily 
prove d up on "'orty a c ro s . 1r i s was de s ert country and Don s pent most of 
b i s t i .1e hunting the d e sert for ar ti fa c ts o.nd ca . psites a n buildi ng i s 
c ollec i on of I . dia n tools . · 

: en Don wa s 8 the f l y pur cha s e d 10 o cre a on w:rat is now Fa l l s Avenue 
i n Twin Falls a nd Dor. tran sfe1~red f ro "1 th Berger s ch oo l to t e Twin Fe. ls 
sch ool s ys tem . The a c reage t;a. s just a stone ' s t row f r om the Snake ~-iver 
Canyon and Don s pent evary p ossible moment :bunt ing t e canyon , co11 3cting 
from c amp sites Ft.nd ca ve s I ancl addin 0 to his c ol l e c tion . ; en t }-ie County 
grave led the road in front of 1s home , Don foun I a mong t e gra vu ls , bits 
of b ro' on rtif , cts and nodule s of obsidian. FI c ollecte d t he obs i dinn 
and , o t t e a ge of 10 e be g n to try to re produ ce t e a rtifa cts , T is 
moant ore and ore t rips t o t 1e ca n:y n for mater· al , and Don :uas c on. t a ntly 
i n trou l e wi t 1i s Father for be g away fro·,. ome s o mucJ , for t e ii any 
cut s on h i s he.nds and t r1e unremovable blood- stans on ia c l othing . , any 
is t o spanki n he re cci lved for c oming home a fter dar k , bu eve11 t 1is did 
not cure .i m of is quost f o r 1mowle ·ge of t e I ndian and his tools., One 
da e be ca r.'1e so fa sc ina ted with a c a:•1 psi t e that le f a iled to notice t h e 
setting Sun and , in nis hur ry t o ge t hon."'8 before dark and a voi a s - nk i ng , 
he climbeii the me t a l s truc turt~ of the Perrine {e n orial bridge. Tt is w s 
observed b y a nei glbor , who stood r ooted t o t 1e spot until t e young oy 
bad s afely reac e d t h e top and t . en , knowing of hi s Fat er ' s dina pprovo. l 
and punish ment, kept t b .~. secret from i s parents until on was 21 yeat'I 
old. At one poi nt , h1s J:•at er been.me oo disguste d with Dons end ing so 
much t ime 9n kna.ppi ng t _," t e offered to pa.y h im · 100 .. 00 if he wou l d D'.:'."om:tse 
ne ver to mal-:e a n otl er a rrow:t1 ead . Don wanted a bi c yc le an gun so adly, ~ 
t a t 1e c on s ider ;d t 1· i s of fer for s ome ti roe , but tre love of Indian l or o 
won , and e told !1i s Fat1,.er e c ould not give up . is atternpt A to rna1.re tools ~ 
a s t he I nd ian s a d. --C' 
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"Jhe n Don was 12 he wa s eM. 11 t r y i ng to lma pp , w:!.t hout a grea t deal of 
success, and for some reaso wh :tch , a t tl"e time , he c uld not ox l ain, he 
star t e d to ther .a l treat the agatos and j a sr.,ers ana, a s a r e sult, l1e found 
he had much greater succe ss wit 1 t he trea t e d material . Hi s Mot}e:r t e l s 
of constantly f inding a pan of sand a.id rock s i n her coal r ange and oven 
di scovercd rock s among t e hot coa ls of t e fu r nac e . Unl i ke h is Father , 
hi s Mott er rvas ve ry patient wit Don a nd e n couraged and tolerR.teo 1 i s u se · 
of he r range and pots an · pans and ove rlooked t e piles o c. i pi ngs 
l e ft i n t 1e backyard , baseme nt a nd barn. I n bad 11. e a t he r, sh.e w uld e ven 
f ind t i s y oung an ch i.pping in t e 11 ving r·oom,, and one day ca.me : me 
to f ind i m boiling t e ead of a dee r on t .e c o 1 range in o w . ic e 
1a.d sh ot an ob s idian poi n t to determi e penetration . 

By t h e time Don w · s i n Hi gh s chool, he wa s r epr·o ~uci - ve r y a. t i, f c tory 
e.rrow ie ad a nd had bu i lt ite a r puta tion , local l y, as a n aina t eur 
a,roha.eologist and pa leontologist . I .not e from a n old newspa_ er c 1 pin , 
t ha t e was i nvited, a t t rls time , to speak at t . o no on luncheon w e ting 
oft e Kiwanis Club ad t he were fa c i te y · s speec o rcl neology 
and 1s demonstration of napping . 

Don graduated from t r,e 'J. vln FaJ.le High Scr:ool in June 1931. At t,: i.s tl,1 e ,, 
t he f a ily wa s 11 ving i n a large ome on .~ e st Addison ve nue in ~ ~in F lls 
and h is l?at:ier wa s busy furni shing t h'.;l St - t e wit . pi ckl sunder t 11e 
busi ne ss na me of T'Villn Falla Pick l e Company . 'lire great depre ss ion was ·t 
1 ts e i -1 t and so Do a d t.o g ive up bi s dream of an educa t ion in 
archaeology and , i ns tead , went t o work f'or J1i s Fo. t her in t e ic le bus:l.ness . 

Duri r~ t h 1s time , a ,s a member of t he la ti ona.l Guard , Don co pe ted ~1th 
ri f' l e men in t ~e Sta t e of I da o and , a s a. r e s ult, 1 e was s e . t t o t· .e M tional 
Rifle ';-latche s a t Ca: p Perry , Ohio , where he placed s e c ond in t e State o · 
Ida.l o for rifle : oo t i ng and 17th ln t 10 _ati onal Navy M: tc • 

He wor ·ed on is knapping , w i c was i mproving , c ontinued t o search trie 
deserts, Sn ke Ri ver Ca nyon a. n ~ e en t he Cha berlin Basin a q. th e St an. o. 
Ri ~er country in s earc. · for fur t h er• knowled ge to he lp h i m repr oduce n 0t on l 
t e s ape but t he fla k e c . ra. c ter of t ,e Ind.ian artifa c ts . lie also cor
r e sponde d d.tri vari ous Un1vers1ti s and Museums t rough out t' •e u.s. P. nc net 
and tallred t o t t-e Direc t or and Curat or of t he Field · u seum in C. ic8.go and , 
as a re sult, f:tll ed t eir order f or a uou.11tab le skeleton of a rare t!•l'ee 
toijt1 or se which he proeured for t h .:)m in t e Ow:y e e Desert ~ To t e rorut 
Zo o ln new Yor .. he s en t a diminutive , dinosau:t• t ype li z a r d , whi c:h e 
caugh t y p lo.c lng a we ll-a i med shot under i t s st oma.cl • He also wor kn as 
researc . a ssis tant to Ri chard P. I r win of t he Boi se State ~{useu- . He 
c onducted a f oss .1-hunting tri p f or a Mi lliona ire wh ose obby ....-as 
archaeology a.mi took a Ha r vard Unive rsity party out to colle ct fish 
s' el ton s . He a ss i ste d C . P . Singleton during t e tit"' e he wa s wor ki ng i n 
t e Hager ma n Valley for t .e 3 i tbsonia.n I n sti t u te and t e fo lo 1ing ye a r 
he aga i n wo1·ked .for fr . Singleto for Amhe rst University. 

By 1934 h e had s a ve d a. li ttle money and went to Lorg Bea c Junior Colle e 
i n t h e ope s of star t i ng l: i s education a s a n arc aeologist. ·: 11 - going 
t o co llege he worked for t b o Lang '.rrans porte.tion Company t o supplement · i s 
1n come •. A_t t he end of is first year in co llege • Don had a bad t r oat 
i n fect :i.on , numerou s doc tor bills a nd found t ha t he was unable t o c onti nue r-:> 
fi nanc ing i s edu cnti on and s o e r e t urned to Twin l"e.l ls to work f or t he ('t:> 

Idaho Power CorupPny . He worked orJ Hydro-Ele c tri c Power Plar,t c o t ructi on ~ 
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fl.nd ~d a part i n the cons truc tio .::1 of t e Twin Fa l l s , 8we.n Falls , Upper 
Salmon and c 1 ~a1~ La ke Powe r p lant s . He c ont inued ·work with t o Power Co . 
until he, l ater , 'r>Ient t o work for t .e Uni versity a t Ber k l ey. 

Durtng t i s t i .ie .• o c ont inued his knap ping a nd hunt ing and, a s a r ~sult , of 
h i s de s ire for a n I ndia n s ke l eton , he a ... os t becamed jaile d by t e l ocal 
sheriff. He a nd a c ompani on ·voro d iggi ng i n "fha.t t ey t . oue; it z1as en old 
I ndian hur ial gr ound s outh of Ha nsen, I da o when t 1ey wor e sta rti.ed t o look 
up a nd se e S eriff Prate r and Cbarl$s S , \ olgamot t • B this t i me , the boys 
_a,d e:xhumect t wo .complete s l-1e l e t ons w i ch grea t ly u . se t ·c"Jo lgarnot t the 

pe ople burie d lere ad een his clos e f r ionds .. Overcome by e1 otion , t h e 
aged frontiers · an., Char_es 'Volga.m ott , exn l o i n d t o t he b o s t eir mi stake , 
nami ng his pe r s onal f rie nd s w_ o l: ad be en burted tJH:~.,,..e l"'l ol'.•e t ',!;;ln a half 
oe ntury . Unf ortunA.tel:y , one of t he uncovered gr a. ve s ·;as t }<at of J.R. 
MoNlre, a frei griter ·1 o was c rush·ed be t :men movi:ng fre i ght wagons and wh o 
was a pers onal fri end o.f ,Volga raott. Afte r a se vere l e c t ur e by t .e sheri f f , 
the boy s \'HH'e or•dered t o r - bury the s kele t onri a d .ud t o promi se not to 
dis t urb any ot e r pioneer s ite s . 

I n 1936 Don dona ted Pa l e o mater i a l t o t .e Los J~rl6ele s County us eum ns a 
re su l t of oorres pondence with Dr . \'!.. ,. • :ryan . 

In 1958 , Don went t o Sn.L Franc i s co l o oking for ·aiork and,. a s a resuJ.t of a 
oha noe meetin g with Dr• . C~ . r l e s Ca.mp , v1a s h i red by t he Museura of Pa l e ontology 
at t e Uni ersity of Califor nia a t Berkley . Re wa s made supe r visor of t 1e 
ve r t ebrate aud I nvert ebrate Labor ator i es a.r.d also did f i eld wor . wit . Dr . 
Reube n St i r ton . lrJhile d o i ng t h i s wor k , Don spe t as muc time a s pos sibJe 
wt t h Dr . Krober t-J:nd Pr ofes sor · Giff ord a t t he useum of Ant ropo logy, and 
t h ey both er. coµ r a.ged i r:i to cont L ue h s tud of knapping and t c chno J ocry ., 
Ma ny of t he o.rtifa ots he r eproduced :'lere d ona t ed t o t he University e. nd 
r e ce ntly Dr . Rober t lfois 1:}r t old Don t ha t t he so s pc c imans are sti 11 ein g 
u s ed f or i ns truction pur p ose s .• 

During t .. e time Don work for t he Uni ver ml t y II he wa s i ntro uced by Dr . Hodge 
of t e Sout hwest Museu to .Iosep Bar beri w .o li vc d i n .Pasadena , Ca1 for nia 
e.nd wa s a very a ec 01 .p lishe d f l i nt knapper~ Ho was able to c om a r e t~c niqu · 
w1t. Mr. Bar beri a nd l earned mu c f r om t h i s c ont ac t . 

I n Augu s t 1939 , Don bees. e 111 and r e turned t, 'i'·:v1.n Falls to sons1 l t wi th 
hi s frie nd a nd doetor ,. l.Iar wo-od Stowe . After ru 1 examinat ion , 1 t was .ea r ned 
t hat Don had a f a st s preadtng t ·ype of cancer . Dr . Stowe oper e.t e an 
removed t he t umor and t en sent Don t o Bc1 s,e f'o.r a c omple te body X-roy 
t r ea t ment . Thi s t he t ·a py ·rn.s uite ne t; a t t hi s time and , a s a ,:;;orHJeq_uence, 
Don was over-t r ea t e d and be ca me ve r y 11 1. He was returned t o .1:w1n Fnlla 
where he was h o spitali z ed for nine months . Aft er e ight months, i e wa s 
a. own to 72 pounds a nd Dr. Stowe said t e re wa s no h ope of savi ng his ife . 
At one poi n t Don va s pronounced dead by t he i ntern doc t or a nd was be i ng 
transferred to a cart wben Dr . St owe en tered t he ospita l and sald ttT i s 
man i s n ot d e ad" . After a di r•e ct i n j ection i nto t he heart , Don wa s revived, 
but t he doct0rs ,c ould give t . e f a mi ly no ope f or h is aurvi va l . Unab l e to 
re t ain f ood or l i qu ids , Don va s s lowl y st a r ving t o dea t h . At t h is point, 
h is .,1oth er e. sked pe r mi ssi on t o gi •"e h i m some of her "h o ne-mad e" gr ape juice . 
T 1s he took on l y a s p oonf u l a t a time , but 11as ab le t o r e tain i t ~ I n a 
week , he :a. e literally dr i nki ng ga l lons o f gr•ape ju iee . a nd .wa s . ftsts t i mp.roving . 
\ fte r a month , e wa s ab le t o eat and l e ft t h e hospita l . 1

~ .en he !Ia s dis -
mi seed , Don weigl' e d only 80 pound s a nd _ wt\ l e ft t i t h a phleb:J;i o of t c l eft f;;; 
l eg and wa s unabl e t o ·r.ralk .. 1110 he l p i oonvo. l a sance, ancl t o t r :st ar.d f ;- r ge t . 
t he pa in of t -e l eg , Don turned t o hi s knappi ng '.vith a ve ngance . 1Vi th th e ~ 
use of a c ane , e wou l op ou t t o t he bar n a nd there spend a l l · o.y pressure . 
f laki ng and s t ud"\ :tng f lint tee no logy . By t l, e time t ~e l eg wa s better , Don ..J:: 
h a d i mprove d i s kna:gpi ng a d was n ow a½le t o re pro u ce a l most al l arti c t ._ 
·vi t h t e ex cepti on 01· t he Fo lsom. ~ 



I n 1941 Don was e .:1ployed b y t he o_ io Sta te .,fuseur to re .1roduce many types 
of e.rt;ifa.cts . T ·ere he met Uol e s 111 s and Dr . S .e trons w o enoout·ag,e 
him 1.n his work and asked him to keep uotes a .n o e,..'entual1y v;•rite n book 
on f:'lint technology. m1ilt~ t b ere h e ttended t h, A,. eric.~n Association of 
<:Ju seur. meetings and gave demcinstrations . Dr . E. ··1

• Gii'f' .ord took speci al 
intere s t in his rwrk and e:noouraged him to continue . 

During t .. i .s t i me, .J.e lllso viai ted 'tl· e Juseum of lfatu!'a l Uistory :!.~ rfow 
York whe re he me t Dr . N.v. Nelson and aJ.so v:J.site d wi t h Dr . n •• f obert -s 
at t he Smith s onian and wa s able to s tudy the mute:r. i al fr01 tr~~ :tindenrneir 
site• 'l'h1s study be lped him •i t 1.is Folsom work an ;. as - ro s u . t , 'he 
was no ·i nble to reprodt ce . Fo l son and Clovis a r tifact . 

rr, e IV'a r wi t h Q€.1•ma ny vas dec l a~e d and Don , unable to e li s t i n t e army 
be eau se of the ca ncer istory and t · te p leb1.tis in the leg , aga i n went 
t o Lorig Bea ch Oal i f'orn1a to help 1:n t e War effort .. Ther·e 1 e worked 
as· Coord:tna ting .1!:ngineer f<ir t he Bet lehem St ee 1 Company. 

! n 1943 e et and nnrried a Long Bea ch girl , Evelyn r,,1ea.d ows , v. o wa t· en 
Southe rn California Divisi onal Manager f or l nve s tory ~yndtcato . The / bullt 
a ome i r, Lon · Bea c. a n' bot cont_nudd t v work t } roughout t e war . 

I n 194:6 tr.ey move d to 111.,fin Fa.lls and purchased a Mo tel w i c. they op ra t ed 
until 1953 . During t e se yeG;ti.>s :Don wo1°ked part time for t e Crown fg . 
Company a s a jewel x•y repairman . Mr . Bob Summerfield be came interest ed i 
b :i e work and sent h i.m to school in Sal t Lake w e re e l ear ned d iamond 
se t ting a nd jewe l ry design.. He l ater oca .e man.age r of the Crown H'g . Co . 
for 'Mr . Summerfield . At night , Don was work"ing on his knapping and e 
fee ls t· . t t h is dlamond s0tting a ided im in t he use of is han s an 
a ctua l ly i mpro ved hi s knapping t e e, nique . 

'VhErn t he Standard Oil Company pure asea h i s ?fo tel in 19 3 , Don a d h is 
wife took a years vaca tion whi ch the y spent hunting oe.mpc1 tes nd worki ng 
on i mproving hi s knapping and ms.kin· notes on his past work. 

I n 1954 he was e m l oy ed by the Agricultural Staballzation and Com.rnrvr,,tion 
Servi ce cf t he Department of A.gr'icul t ur•(~ and later iV"' s made Oour1ty 
Superv i s o:r for 'l'wi n Falls Oounty.. He e ontipued in t l i s emp l o:Yment until 
1963 . 

I n 1958 Don and bis 1ife spent t r·o mont s in Me xico trying to l earn the 
secret s of ma · -ing t e ay .n Flaked blade s and Polyhedro.1 G1..">r ·s . A1so , s. t 
t hi s time , Don met Dr . E'a.rl S-·uanson of tr e I da: o St ate Universi ty who 
help0d an d encouraged htm L .. hie 'i Ql"k . In 1959 Don a ga:i.n vent t o Mexico 
where ,. throue;l" the elp o.f Swanson , he va. s, able to attend t _ e Congre ss 
of Archaeologi s ts in Me.xi c o City. In 1961 t hey aga i n spent 30 days ,in 
Me :d c o vi s iting Uxrnal , Chit0en ... J:t 21e. , C zume l n,nd t he .Pyramid of t he Bun . 

· As a r e s ul t of t hese vislts a n d bringing bac k genuine c ore s , Don \Vi\ S ab e 
t o repro uce t :.. e · ayan Fla ked bl ades nnd t .. e Po l y e dral Core . 

On ·e mor1al Day , 1962 , Don wa s hunting material t n I ndian quarry site 
abo t 22 mile s out of Arco w en h,,,. wa s striken with ~t hear+- a.t:ack ~ His 

:rife and a friend dro vs ~irn t e 22 miles t o t he Arco Ho ital 1/11 e:r•e }e was 
p l a ced in Oxygen a nd g:tven medics.t i er an~ l is life saved . Howe ver , the 
22 mile ri e tlo t he h ospi to.1 and the lack of' oxygen e:nroute had ti~ken its 
toll and Don had suffere ,. a Oorona. l"':i Occlusion and was l eft with a de. ged 
eart . He was ospi t l i zed f or four mont hs and then r ied t o rett .. ~rn to 
is · ork ut t e Depa.rtme~ t of Agricul'ure, but wa s unnb e t o cont i nue . On 

t e Doctors ~dviee e m s ret1Ped on a disabili ty by t .e A.s.,c .s . 
. 
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Since t bat: time he and his wifa 11& ve spent t oir time i mproving Don• s 
he .1th and naking notes on his past 1ork. Thi s re tlrome t has given Do 
much free time and ho he.s spent mos t of' h1s spare t ·trne working on 1m ... 
pi•oving his many techniques , e:i per:tmenting with ther.:ri..al treatr en.t and 
training a young man in knapping« 

""~i .t·1 t he he lp a .nd e noouragement; of Dr . Earl Swanson and B. Rocert Butler 
ot Ida . o State Un1vers1ty , he b.a.s now t-JB.de his knapp.i l1g a f'ul1 tl ,1A ho by 
a:nd., tbru t heir efforts, i. n n. ab l e to et tenrl t ypeology meetings :Ln roca tello , 
Port l and , fogene ,. Reno a11d Pullman and also t o attend t r e Tech r:o1ogy 
conference in Les Eysie , France. w·1.th thei.:r he lp, he i s get t i .ng his n ote s 
1n order an:1 preparing a pa per on the Fols ·om., 

Don' a futur e plans a.nd h ope s are to work .furtrie r ¥vi t 8 '.;anson and Butler 
and , w1 t h_ their h elp I get down on papHr tr e fae t s of ±'lint knap 1ng aJ d 
a.n e xp lanation of flint anc lake t e e nology. W1 t t .e1r he lp nnd enooura.ge 
·ment ,. he h ope s to produce a. handbook w ich Will be a vailable to all JUidta 
Uni versi M.e s and will con tain much of his wor . fo r t .e past fort y years. 
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