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Don was bor n i n Heybur n , Idaho on J une 8 , 1912 a nd raised i n t he 
Sal mon Iiive r country rh ioh was still very u ch occupied by lona l I nf i nns . 
Young Cra btree be cane i nt e r ested i n the se p~ opl e and t he c rtife c t s he 
found i n t he nea rby deser ts , but uas una ble to l earn anyth ng of t heir 
manufa cture f r o~ t he -ndia ns . Apparently , even at t ha t tin , ~l i ntknappi ng 
~;as a los t art . 

1J1hen he ·Hts s even ,".'lnd. had gri t hered q ni t e a collecti on of art if8.cts , 
he began to xpc-:r i mont v' i th du plic"tti on . He tried r1::1x'y ':Ile t 0·,ods wi th n o 
he l p and little s ucce s s ana muc h f a ilure . But he pt:rs i s t ed ~nd by t·1~ 
time e was twe lve h hed le!'.-l. r 11ed to use a eer a11tlcr f or t'1e y•rcus s i on 
wor 'r a'11 de e r ti ne for nres su.re and coul d ma.Ve '.:1. f a ir 1n 1.t ..,,t i on . 
However , he '.·ras not s-::tti 7fi3d with t he results for 1 '3 real i 7"7d th, t the 
t e c 11nique ,:,ms rrot tho so.me a1. what he uas proc uci:1p; ;as a i it 'tion a nd 
not~ duplication . 

J le hunti:. suitablJ -~teri a for 1xp,rime ts , h2 real i 7~d t½at 
t he . cbi ta~e founr_ in the I nd t ~=m C8. 1psi t-e '•m.s ore v i t r eous ~Y'ld s•,.., Hed a 
c olor ch~n10 ~r o1 t~e rru, u ter1~ 1 n3crby . It occure. to Crabtre_ that 
c'1e I1rli'"',nu .T~r~ alt rin- t1 ir flin 1·. S:'lI1 T;-ay e.nd e began to 
ex~·ri 1.nt with alt9rq t ion of lithlc mat eri 1. ~ft.r muc h failu:e , e 
'.•;•is successful 1 . uplicR.tinP.; alter::itio1-1 by bur,yln the st me in s"nd. 
unl3r i1d slo'rly h )a i"r; ---nd coolinr· tho ·71---t3rio.l . T'1, obs l rl ian , 
o:f c.1tcse , n,~eded no nlt r::-,ti1n , btt the t1v~rri.al tr0at __,1't ":lf th . .:'l i.nt 
allo·,od er"-' ter control o d-t ··c'~in ~ 1-1.::-;s 0 nd he .1.<J 'l,blo tr, ' 1·olic.,t J 

.any ore t c1n1,uos . Hnce tiis the ·lr,7_ Blt3r,.,t i on has n ow be"'·1 U,Jl i hed 
by Crabtree, Dr . •'ranc ois Bord-~s and Dr . J -• c quqs '.rix i , of Pr·~'1 c~ 1'l.Ve 

=> l so 0 nerir1.mte 1itl-J. t 1e process r-1.n, Jr . -3O1,,r es 101-r f inds th::. t the 
alter ~tLu:n can be c-rP..ced to 1olutre"',n n:::'l it i~ay uell be that 1re'"'sL1_r e 1• ork 
i s co.~ter oranc01,rn .ith t her mal a l terati on . 

or m ny y;n 1:-s Cr 1 tr ,e c ') 1.t inu "cl t1n 1 i t 1 ic •;X')".'Jrine 1ts , -3 Ch 
exp0rir1., tan atte1Jt to .upl.ic.~1 te a different crpol o ..... ic::il po1·1t t-:: c YJ.n i q ue , 
u 11.t il he h,, ''llCcessf11.lly cl ,t r :,1in;d t'L tec hniqU':)S of rn.::my per> 1.-.c::: i n 
ti 1, ~rn snace . J1irin, t' is ti'te he ·1ade coptow" '1ot--s of plf'tf0r1. 
p1~ou9.r'"'t i 11 , a ount of force , an.;le o cieat in"; t 1e tool , · ·~glo o 
d atachn ,"'t , ;tc . until he 1,as n.ble to interpret -n, ny tcc.111 L U'"fl boc11 of 
t i 0 Heu :=md Old Jorld • 

... In.vin~ st ndied pale ant lo ~Y it Lon~.,, j , ch J un i 'Ir Coll ~,.,..c , he 1·m.s 
e DPloy ~d i n t he ln.t e J O ' s by )r . C11?rlr.>s Cai....,p n1-yl "Jr . T1vb:m St i.rton "1S 

i:rupJ r vicor of the vertebr , te q1~r1 i n1rnrt0br8.te labor,1.·f- 'Jries "'t t 1,e 
Un ~ter"'it of Califorri t a ,,t Be 1,eley . Di1rtn~· t 1e su--rr.~r , 0·1t' s '1 ms 
assist~mt to Dr . St irton in fle ld. wor - in Cqli,..'o nt an Hsvada . 

dhile at Be rkeley , he was privileged to work ui th Dr . A. L . 'u-ober 
a nd .)r. Gifford who , together with Camp a nd Stirton . ucr o intensely 
i n teres ted in Cr~.btree!-cs flint technoloc;~r rrnd c n c our""."!'e d h i , t ri Cff""C nue I'\ 
t he expe riments and to eventua lly publish th r e s l t s . Cra tree h". ('ll , 
devised h is o~m techniq ue s of manufHct ure, so wns much enc ouragP.d ,·'1em \ 
Dr. Krober t old him tha t h is hold ing and manufac turln..-::; te c hniq_u ,,, e re N 
duplic~tc t o t hat of Ishi . ..S::.. 
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Crabtre e - 2 

In 1939 , Don was striken with c anc e r and returned to Twin Falls , 
Idaho for surgery . The surgery and subsequent X-r -y treat:n')"lt left 
him weighing a mere 70 pounds and with phlP-b1.tis of the left le.~ . To 
overcome the pain , le'l.rn to walk again , and regain his h~alth , Don 
concentrated n his flintl::napoing and it T,ras (lur i ng t 11 is tir:ie he le rned 
to replicate the J'olsom. point both by perc ussi on and pressure . In 194-1 
he received an invit ntion to dernonstrate to the A~erican Associ1tl~n of 
Huseums in Columbus , Jhio . He wa~ subsequently employed by the Ohio 
Stqte r~useum ~o continue h is exp~ri nents in their li thic l 'l.bor,,tory . 
He re h~ t-rork~'lith Jr . enry Cly(l, Shetrone and H. Holmi;s :.-:111,.. r'io 
fu'Y'ther encoura~ed his 'orlc . .La,t~r he~ serv ,d as adviser on lit 1ics at 
the University of .P.enn . and on the Lindenmeier coll0ctton '"1.t th 0 

S111.th.s niqn . 

The war ntervened and Crabtree int13rru·)ted i<J ,;·rnrl: to s .rve as 
supervi.sor for .. 3<=:!thl9hem. ,teel Comp8.ny anr'l 1 --.t;~ r roturn")r'l tc- Ir! 'o 2s 
Cou., t;y Sn_ ervis or for tl-ie Departr--i.e:>nt of A:-rionl turo . In 1962 • Jr . "?arl 

u-anson , Ide 1 0 .3trte Uni versty invited Don to op...,!" th':! first cr,"'f ~rence 
of .JostA.rn qrchaeolor;i"'t.s on probleus of "Joint typolO'';,? . :as uork at 
t½e conference interested t'1e !)artici p 0 !Jt"' 2.nd , as · rosult , th~ N,,.t ional 
"c io:1ce 1'oun nt i ,n s nt him. to attend the Li thic Technolo.,. c • .,.., rence 
in Les ~: z ies , r'lnce in h vember 1964 . There he \·rnr 1·ed ~· i th Jr . -:'r""nc ois 
.oo::-des :md toc;eth-ir t,i.ey l e c tured ancl demonstrated to the fifterm 
participants . Subscquantly ;htional Science Po1mrtati0n has iss ed grants 
to :iJr • ..,•· rl ,.--,vra:rison , Idaho •t,..,t'} University to employ Don i n hi"' 1 resent 
capacity and reco1d. his work in publicati ons and on filris . Dr . ·-.wanson 
nnd on a.re presently wor1ciJ:1t" on four films which 1:rt ll co\rcr the techniques 
of pressure iOrk , the cone pi"inci)le , bl-=-dema1 in,· and percussion wor1i: . 

Atta, ed is a list of on's activiti~s wit other i!'lstltnti -,ns 
a~a ts ublic tins . 
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