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As you may know,_ the San Bernard ino County Museum, under grant from 
the National Geograph i c Society, is excavating an archaeolog i cal s i te 
which we believe to be of s i gnificance. The site is in the Calico Moun
tains northeast of Barstow in the Mojave Desert. Dr. Louis Leakey selected 
the specific locality within the area where we have been conducting a survey 
for the last ten years -- the drainage basin of Pleistocene Manix Lake. 
Dr . Leakey i s the Di rector of the project and I am Field Director. 

The excavat i on has been i n progress since November 1 and at Dr. Leakey's 
request, the work has been done under the t i ghtest controls and with small 
hand tools. Most of the excavation has been done in a 25' x 25' master pit. 
There are also several test pits and exploratory trenches. In the master 
p i t, most of its 5' x 5' squares which have been opened now extend to a 
depth of at least 5'. The nature of the cementing materials has made pro
gress slow, but we feel that now a sufficient exposure of the deposits 
has been excavated to make the strat i graphy of the site apparent. 

From the deepe r strata we have recovered an assemblage of art i factual 
mate r i al which we believe i s s i gnif i cant. Dr. Gerald A. Smith, Director of 
the San Bernard ino County Museum, and I hope that within the next few wee ks 
you ~ay have the opportunity to v i s i t the locality. Your op i nion of the 
deposits and art i fac t s woul d be most apprec i ated. We would be pl eased to 
mee t you a t the airport i n Ontar i o (near San Bernardino); at the railroad 
stat i on at San Bernard ino , or the ra i lroad station i n Barstow. If you come 
by automob i l e , we will arrange a convenient meet i ng place. We certa i nly 
hope that you will be able to visit the s i te. 

APPROVED: 

Gerald A. Smith, Director 
San Bernardino County Museum 

Sincerely yours, 

Ruth D. Simpson 
Field Di rector 
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