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THE INTERPRETATION OF FAU NAL REMAINS FROM ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 
IN THE GREAT BASIN 

by ft ichar c: anc: Shr: ilagh Sroo 1:s, and Alan C. Ziegler 

A suf f icient number of archaeologi cal s ites have been investigated 
1n the Great Basin ar ea so t hat a preli minary compilation can be made of 
t l1e identified fa unal remains r ecove red i n thes~ excavati ons. ThP Carlo 
S itc, Deer Cree k Site, Fa]cQn Hill S ite , Humbolt Cave , and Tule Springs 
Site are examples of Great Basin archaeo log ical sites from which fauna] 
r emains have been col l cc tcd an d subs equent ly identified by the authors, 
and John Mawby, Pa leont o l ogy Department, Un iversity o f California , Berkeley. 
Supp lementing this data with published fauna] descriptions, as from Gypsum 
Cave, Lovelock Cave, o r Co rn Creek Sites , this paper proposes a correlation 
o f these faunal li s t s, inter pre t ing them on the bas is of ecological and 
archaeological facto rs. 

The current distribuLi uns, as well as t:,c hist:,rical backgrounds, 
have been derived f ron' the z :io l og ical 1 i tera tu r e f o r the mammalian pop­
ulations of the Gr eat Basin area; and, the ar chaeo l ogica l data al l ows a 
projecti on bac kward an d exten s ion ~f th ese ~ i s tributions over time and 
spa-ce. The archaeoloJi ca 1 int e rpretati on of t he use of this bone, aided 
by ethnographic a ccoun t s, has established the parameter s o f the environmental 
r e lationship betvJcen 1Jan an d th e fauna of t he re gi on . 

. PALEOLIMNOLOGY AND PREHISTORY IN THE .DESERT WEST 

by J. J. De Costa and C.N. Warren 

Usuall y ar chaeo l og ists have no t used all the data that could be 
available t o them as evid~nce of cli matic change and o ther environmenta l 
factors. Paleo ] imno l ogy can be helpful in el ucidat i ng some o f these problems. 
Such studies have already demon strated the advent of agricu ltu ra l man in 
Austria and an a bsence of cli matic chan ge has been shown in pre-C olumbia 
time in the area of the Mayan Culture. Po llen from t errestrial plants has 
traditionally been us ed as an ind icato r o f climatic chan ge, however,aquatic 
mi c ro- o rganisms seem to respond mo re quic kl y even to subtle climatic changes. 
S i tuati ons are discuss ed in wh ic h paleo l imnolog ical data in the Great Basin 
w::> u1d 1) ;2 :::J f J r eat value at the present ti me. 

TREE-RING CHRONOLOGY BUILDING IN BRISTLECONE PINE 

by C. W. Fe rgus on 

A framework has been established for a Lf,600- year tree-ring chronology 
for bristlecone pine, Pi nus aristata, in t he \,/hite Mountains of east-central 
California. Current studies are addin g wei ght , in terms of the number of 
included specimens, and refin ement to the chronology. Com puter programs have 
been established for the processing o f dated and measured ring serJes. The 
study is supplemented by radi ocarbon anal ysis. 
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CONCEPT OF CONTEXTUALISM APPLIED TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
ANALYSIS OF FAUNAL MIGRATORY TRAILS IN GREAT BASIN 

PREHISTORY 

by Zenon Poho recky 

Isolated bits of information, whethe r they be in a situat ion of 
social interaction or in encyclopedic catalogs of specimens gathered 
from archaeological sites, gain signif i cance only in some co~text. An 
idea so fundamental can be easily overlooked , when scholars concentrate 
on the most directly relevant technical aspects of some precise study. 
The lack of archaeological wealth in the Great Basin sites, which produce 
1 ittle of intrinsic value, is itself an item that calls fo~ extension of 
analytic modes to encompass such 11 territorial features 11 as fauna! migra-
tory t~ails, so that the available data (from particular sites) might be 
most meaning ful, It is not a distribution type of analysis, although this 
does tend to cast certain sites into a continental perspective. Our 
approach simply recognizes what was probabl y very important to aborigines-­
food. Original substantive data here are drawn from work done in the Plains, 
but are relevant to the Basin . Also, zoological studies in the Great Basin 
in the past few years are cited as a guide to such study. 

UCLA 1 s ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN SOUTHERN 'UTAH IN 1964 

by Jay Ruby and Wayne Alexander 

This \vi 11 be a progress report of the archaeological work carried on 
by the University of California, Los Angeles Summer Field School in South­
western Utah. Two Puebl o id Viounds, one near Summit and one near Parawan, 
Utah were excavated. The results of this work broadens our knowledge of 
the settlement patterns as well as the general material culture of the 
Puebloids. · 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH PROGRAM FOR SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 

by Ruth Dee Simpson 

On February 1, 19~•, the San Bernardino County Museum, in a cooperative 
undertaking with the Archeological Survey Association of Southern California, 
dedicated a new Archeological Research Center. Emphasis of projects undertaken 
at this Center will be on evidence of human occupation more than 5000 years old. 

The San Bernardino County Museum is beginning a program calling for an 
archeological survey o f the entire county, which is an integral element of 
the Great Basin. This prog ram is vast in scope and must necessarily be acti­
vated one unit at a time. It is anticipated that, following upon Dr . Gerald 
Smith 1 s prel iminar'/ su,·vey af the Mohave River drainage, the first project 
will be a detailed coverage of this region. 



It is also apparent that several salvage operations must be undertaken 
in the near future and that the recording of petroglyph and pictograph sites 
should be accelerated. Completion of the Manix Basin Survey, which the 
writer began several years ago, is at hand and will be followed by publication. 

The Bureau of Land Management is undertaking the establ ishement of a 
natur~l resources reserve in the south-central Mohave Desert, a project 
with which the San Bernardino County Mµseum is closely associated. 
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