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ASSTRP.CTS 

INDIAN- CAUCAS IAN RELATiONS IN Ti-i[ GREAT 8AS IN 
1825- 1844 

G1 oria G;-- i ffen Cil ne 

The purpose of t h is pa~er is t o a t t emp t to ana lyze Indian
Caucasian rel a t ions in the Grea t Basin du ri ng t he era of the fur 
trapper, 1825- 1844 . The pres entat i on wlli be c hr m~ological, discuss
ing the entrance of t he "Mountai n Men!' ;nto the Grea t Basin, and 
their encounter s wl tl1 t he lndia~s of t h!s region t aki ng into consider• 
at ion t heir react i ons t o t he hd k,n:; ;;.;i d v\c:6" Ve r s a, a nd the role 
the Indians pl ayed in expl ora t ion, whethe r negetl ve or positive. 

The c h ief s •1bjects to be d isc us sed w:: i be the ac tivities of 
Peter Skene Ogeen, i e .3.::! er of t h :::. Hudson 's ~ay Company's Snake Country 
Expediti on, and his observa t ions and exµer i er-;.::es re 1 at i ng to the 
Paiute and Bannoc k based upcn he retofo re u~pu bl i :hed manuscript 
material. (I pl a n t o sp end t he summer of i964 1n t !~e Hudson's Bay 
Company Archives and wl l J cndou~tedly find wJ re ~ater ial on this 
subject . ) Jeded i d1 S::iit'.1 1 s er,cou;--!te r w: t!-1 t;·,~ N.:>jave and the 'Walker
Bor.neville Expedi·::i on ; s e:-- peri ence with t ~. ~ Pal utc will be considered. 
The pe:per Hill c0:1clu t'. e wlth th?. .Joki Ch.,,, les fre:-:ior.t Expedition of 
1843-44 and wili emphas i ze t he geosrapr.l c.a l !f,forrr:atiori gained from 
the Indi a ns by th i s party. A1so Frerncnt 's de.scrip t i ons of Great 
Basin Indi ans will be ccnsicierod a nd t h8 affect cf his Report in 
creating a s tereotype vcrsi o~ c f Indians o f t ~:s region. 

SOCIAL CHARACTER! ST I CS OF THE GRE,~.T . A~ l \\ : N[r :;''.'.'JS AS I ND I CATED 
6V AN M!N .'iS ; 5 OF TW:. ! R MY'i"HS At;n STDR ! ES 

Durin g t he µ:.st ~t. ·er2 l y 2 ':: ' S , l (,,.'.-,- :::Y./<~r; ~~•-.. · ,, ., ~-•: : -. :'! reading 
the texts of my \,.h:s h.:J My t Ls bz :;k t ,.., ·r1.:,:.h".) -~d .;,: 11 ,! ~.; of mine. To my 
as ton is hmen t , th.:x: sh thes e fr i c:1 d:; w,; : f: ·· •~ :'i,-, r-'<,:1b 1 :' we 11 a s s i mi 1 ated 
to our civ il i z:at icn , t hey rnanif e:.: '(-;t1 ,.3 rJ~3.:,.;, ;,-;t~-ccst 1n these old 
stories and d l scu3sed incl de~t3, mea~ l ~?:, ct ~. As a result of this 
venture I h~we deci ded to end .~r:;:, r t o i; •.;:~ :_:":5 t ii rrns of inquiry and . 
investigation not hi t he rto exp 1 ore.d to ,r:/ >~:~ '::·'-•/; cJge in studies of J:he 
Great Basin tr ibes . As Ma ·i ir.o;,,,s k i ha s s usJef, t cd 11 •• • the reality of 
myth 1 ies in i ts s ocial fu ncti on • • • " 

-



For the ·pu.rposes of this paper the coll-ecti-ons. of myths used will include 
that of Robert Lowie (Shoshone), that of J. H. Steward (Paiute) and my own 
\/asho. As certain characteristics become evident, I shall discuss and check 
them with my Washo friends. 

The range of subjects covered by the various episodes ts significant;the 
types of danger threatened and the types of conf li ct indicated with the social 

response to each do have s ignificance . The variety (or lack of variety) of social 
relations represen ted in the stories suggests the limits of social respons ibi lity. 
These characteristics have far-reaching effects on t he types of soci al response 
to the white int ruders of one hundred and twenty years ago. 

THE STATUS OF WAS HO LI NGU I STI C STUD I ES 

William H. Jacobsen, Jr. 

The paper presents a summary of the work by myself and others on the Washo 
1 anguage. It inc 1 udes a character i ::·at ion of the major pub 1 i shed and unpub 1 i shed 
sources of data on the language. 

The greater emphas is is on historical and interpretive studies of the _ 
langu9ge. The place of Washo in the Hokan family is considered, with attention· 
to the hypothesis that Washo separated early from the other languages, the 
validity of previously-made comparisons of Washo forms, and the value of Washo 
evidence for the reconstruction of Proto-Hokan . Results of a study of internal 
reconstruction in Washo ai··e briefly reported. 

The relationship of Washo to the surrounding Penutian and Uto-Aztekan 
languages is especially discussed. Loan-words both to and from Washo are 
discussed, with regard to their possible cultural implicati.ons. Poss ible 
structural influences of these languages are ment ioned. The problem of the 
provenience of the Spanish words in Washo is characterized. Mention is also 
made of the extent of English influence on the language. 

CONTINUITY AND CHANG E IN WASHO PEYOTISM: 
A PRELIMINARY REPORT 

Peter Mi 11 er 

The peyotist movement in the Great Basin plays a significant role in 
reaffirming an "Indian" way of life. Washo peyotists have al,'l important and 
extremely crucial place in this movement among Indians of t,he California
Nevada border area. As conservative exemplars of a 11 ret~.r.ri 11 to a purely Indian 
ideal system the Washo peyotists should provide a contra~t in SO(;ia1 and 
personality configurations from non-peyotists in the SBmE; ~rea. ~ i:lre the 
\rasho peyotists and what factors might account for their active partf'cipation 
in a peyote cult are the main questions discussed in this paper, 



Consideration wi11 be given to econom ic situation, peer group and community 
status and prestige, degree of acculturation, and broad personality configurations. 
Each of these factors is discussed with a view toward delineating the peyotist 
from the non•peyotist. Possible motivational factors influencing the decision 
to join or not join a cult group will also be outlined with reference to general 
in-group and out-group similarities and differences. Possible leads for further 
investigation of personality differences and differential responses to accultur
ation pressures will be given, along with a general comment concerning the diffi
culties encountered in Interviewing Washo peyotists. 

STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF ~INSHIP GROUPS IN 
PAVIOTSO SOCIETY 

Willard Z. Park 

Thi s paper is based on field data recorded in 1933-37 and on historical 
re.search. 

The structure of Paviotso society is based on the bilateral family. Aggre
gates of related femtlfes may function in certain economic activities and still 
larger groupings of families eng<!ge in communal activities such as rabbit, antelope, 
deer, 4nd mud-hen drives and the socio-religious round dances. 

The larger groupings form the loosely structured bands. These band affilia• 
tions al"e not permanent but may ehenge with m&r~iage or economic opportunities. 

Marriage is exogamou• to the lmmedfate kinsh i p group but not to the band. 
Residence formerly was metrl1oc11 but tn the past contact period has largel¥ shift• 
ed to 8 patrilocel rule of dwelling. 

The Pavtotso have no concept of private property other than in personal 
possessions which are burned or de,troyed at death. Pine nut groves, fishing 
sltos and eagle nest, are prope~ty of the family. An individual participates 
In the use of such property by virtue of being a member of a family. The family 
is then the continuum In respect to real property and there is no concept of 
inheritance of rights, property, or posltlon{stetus). 

Paviotso society is then organf%ed around an economically functioning group. 
Marriage, residence, and property ell reflect this economic concept of the place 
~nd the role of the individual ln society. 



ETHNOLOGY SESSION 

ABSTRP,CTS 

INDIAN-CAUCASIAN RELAT IONS IN THE GREAT BASIN 
1825-1844 

Gloria Griffen Cline 

The purpose of this paper i s to attempt to analyze Indian
Caucasian relations in t he Great Basin during the era of the fur 
trapper, 1825-1844. The presentation will be chronological, discuss• 
ing the entrance of the ''Mounta i n Men11 into th e Great Basin, and 
their encounters with the Indians of this region taking into consider• 
ation their reactions to the Indi ans and vice-versa, and the role 
the Indians played in exploration, whether negative or positive. 

The chief subjects to be discussed wi ll be the activities of 
Peter Skene Ogden, leader of the Hudzon's Bay Company's Snake Country 
Expedition, and his observations and experiences relating to the 
Paiute and Bannock based upon heretofore unpublished manuscript 
material. (I plan to spend the summer of 1964 in the Hudson's Bay 
Company Archives and will undou btedly find more material on this 
subject.) Jedediah Smith's encounter with t he Mojave and the \olalker
Bonneville Expedition's experience with the Paiute will be considered. 
The paper will conclude with the John Charles Fremont Expedition of 
1843-44 and will emphasize the geographical information gained from 
the Indians by this party. Also Fremont's descriptions of Great 
Basin Indians will be considered and the affect of his Report in 
creating a stereotype version of Indians of this region. 

SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GREAT ~ASIN INDIANS AS INDICATED 
BY AN ANALYSIS OF THEIR MYTHS AND STORIES 

Grace Dangberg 

During the past several years, I have experim~- ~ed with reading 
the texts of my Washo Myths back to Washo friends of mine. To my 
astonishment, though these friends were remarkably well assimilated 
to our civilization, they manifes ted a deep interest in these old 
stories and discussed incidents, meanings, etc. As a result of this 
venture I have decided to endeavor to suggest lines of inquiry and 
investigation not hitherto explo red to my knowledge in studies of ~he 
Great Basin tribes. As Malinowski has suggested " ••• the reality of 
myth 1 i es in its soc i a 1 function ••• " 

-C. 



For the--purpos.es. of this paper the co-H-ect i-ons. of myths used wi 11 include 
that of Robert Lowie (Shoshone), tha t of J . H. Steward (Paiute) and my own 
\lasho. As certain characteristics become evident, I shall discuss and check 
them with my Washo friends. 

The range of subjects covered by the various episodes is significant;the 
types of danger threatened and the types of conflict indicated with the social 

response t o each do have significance. The variety (or lack of variety) of social 
relations represented in the stories suggests the limits of social responsibility. 
These characteristics have far-reaching effects on the types of social response 
to the white intruders of one hundred and twenty years ago. 

THE STAT US OF W1Sl-lO LINGUISTIC STUDIES 

William H. Jacobsen, Jr. 

The paper presents a summary of the work by myself and others on the Washo 
language. It includes a characteri: .Jti on of the major published and unpublished 
sources of data on the l2nguage. 

The greater emphasis is on historical and interpretive studies of the _ 
la:-igu9ge. The place of Washo in the Hokan family is considered, with attention· 
to the hypothesis that Washo separated early from the other languages, the 
validity of previously-made comparisons of Washo forms, and the value of Washo 
evidence for the reconstruction of Proto-Hokan. Results of a study of internal 
reconstruction in Washo 2. : :! briefly reported. 

The relationship of Washo to the surrounding Penutian and Uto-Aztekan 
languages is especially discussed. Loan-words both to and from Washo are 
discussed, with regard to their possible cultural implications. Possible 
structur~l influences of these l2r.guages are mentioned. The problem of the 
provenience of the Spanish words in Washo is characterized. Mention is also 
made of the extent of English influence on the language. 

CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN WASHO PEYOTISM: 
A PRELIMINARY REPORT 

Peter Mill er 

The peyotist movement in the Great Basin plays a s ignificant role in 
reaffirming an 11 lndian11 way of life. Washo peyotists have an important and 
extremely crucial place in this mov~ment among Indians of the California
Nevada border area. As conservati'!e exemplars of a "return" to a purely Indian 
ideal system the ~asho peyotists c-h£i.(Ld_ provide a contrast in social and 
personality configurations from non-peyotists in the same area. ~o are the 
Vasho peyotists and what factors might account for their active participation 
inn peyote cult are the main quest ions discussed in this paper. 
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·consideration wi 11 be given to economic s-i-tuation, peer groyp and commun,ty 
status and prestige, degree of acculturation, and broad personal tty configurations. 
Each of these factors is discussed with a view toward delineating the peyotist 
from the non•peyotist. Possible motivational factors influencing the decision 
to join or not join a cult group will also be outlined with reference to general 
in•-group and out-group similarities and diffe:renc·es •. , Possible lea:ds for furthe-r 
iiivestigation of personali'ty differences and differential responses to accultur--, 
atJon pressures wil l be gi ven, along with a general comment concerning the diffl• . 
eulties encountered in interviewing ',Jasho peyotists. 

STRUCTURE ANO FUNCTION OF !«I NSH IP GROUPS IN 
PAVIOTSO SOCIETY 

Wi 11 ard Z. Park 

This paper is -ba~ed on field data recorded in 1933.:.37 and on historical 
research. 

The structure of Pavlotso society is based on the bilateral family. Aggre
gates of related families may function in certain economic activities and still 
larger groupings of fami J·r es en9~ge in communal activities such as rabbit, antelope, 
deer, .tnd mud-hen d r i v·es and the soe i o• re 1 i g i ous round dances. 

The larger groupings form the loosely structured bands. These band affilia
tions are not permanent but may ehenge wlth tn3f"riage or economic opportunities. 

· Marriage is exogamous to the immediate kinshtp group but not to the band. 
Restdence formerly was matrflocal but in the pest contact period has 1arge1¥ shift
ed to I! patrilocal" rule of dwelling. 

The Pavfotso have no concept of private property other than In personal 
possessions which are burned or destroyed at death. Pine nut g~oves. fishing 
sites and eagle nests are property of the family. An individual participates · 
in the use of such property by vittue of being a member of a family. The family 
is then the continuum In respect to real property and there is no concept of 
i~heritance of rights, property, qr posltion(status). 

1' Paviotso society is then organized around nn economically functioning group. 
M6rriage, residence, and property alt reflect this economic concept of the place 
•nd the role of the Individual in society. 
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