
A R EP ORT ON T HE 19 7 0 NS F FLINTWORKING S C HOO L 
DIERKEES LAKE , IDAHO 

by G u y M uto 
Idaho State Unive r s ity 

Poc ate llo , Idaho 

M y fe elings c oncern i ng t ne 1970 NSF F lintwo r k i ng S c hool a re e nt irely positive . 
P erhaps t he mos t outs t and i ng fe a t ure of the s c hool w as it s stru cture and setting . 
Here for t h e fir s t tim e i t was possible t o spe nd a n amount o f time directe d at t h e 
sol ution of fli ntw ork i ng p roble m s. T i me w h ich w a s share d by i nte r ested parti e s, time 
w h ich w as u s ed i n actual exp erim e ntat i on rath er t h a n tim e spe nt i n spe c ulation . This 
exte nde d period of s t one w ork i ng allowe d m e tim e to g ain a p r oficiency w h ich would 
have tak e n yea r s h a d I a c quire d it i n ot her w a ys. 

Ma n y c once pt s i n lith ic t echnolog y whic h a re re move d fr om the a c tual p ie c e of 
s tone are h ard t o c ompre h e nd fr om t h e literature . With m a te rial i llu s trations i n 
h a nd , a nd t he c hanc e t o mani pula t e the s t one , thes e c oncepts become v ery c l e ar. 
With out a doubt i t w a s you r m a ny ye a rs of ex perience c omb i ne d w i t h y our ab i lity 
t o verbal ize s p e cific s which l ed t o t he clar ity of t hese c once pt s. It wa s a most valu
a ble tim e for me in t ha t y ou r experienc e p r ovi d e d t hos e of us at t h e s c h ool with a 
wealth of p r e vi ou s m i s t a k es at ou r d i sposal. You fr e q ue nt ly c omme nte d on how y our 
m i stak es o r m i s calculation s have l e d t o t h e de velopme nt of new t ech niques and insight s 
a n d your attitud e i n the exp l o itat i on of mista kes i s o f gre a t value to a n y a nt hropologis t 
whether h e i s a fli nt kna ppe r o r not . 

I a m n ot exagge rating w h e n I s a y t hat every day I m ake us e of s omethi ng whic h 
I learn e d at t h e s c h ool. T he followi ng b y - p r oduct s of t h e s c h ool a r e w o rthw h ile 
m e ntioni ng : ( 1 ) t h e fe llows h i p of a small grou p of d e d ica te d peop l e s h a rin g many 
i nterest s ; ( 2 ) t h e h i g h ly s timu lating d i s cuss i ons re s ulting from the regional back
grounds of t h e d i ffe r e nt participant s ; a nd (3 ) th e s e ns e of a c ommu n it y w h ich de 
velop e d in such a short t im e. 

One by- p roduct w h ic h w o u l d b e of i nterest t o a nt h r opologis t s i n general, as 
w ell a s t h e lith ic specia lis t, w a s t h e patte r n of living evid e nce d i n t h e phys i cal 
re m a i n s o f t he camp s ite . I hav e made some obs ervations a nd t aken s ome notes 
on the d i s tribution of a ctivity i n specific a reas. S om e a re grou p relate d such as 
t he M esoamer i can blade p rod u cing a rea and s ome are ind ividual such as "Carl ' s 
rock" . A ll of t h e areas s h ow w ell s egregated and d iagn o s tically d istinguishable 
d ebitage . S i nce I d i d n ot notice t h is until a b out m i dway t h roug h t h e s ec ond w eek, 
I have n o way of know i ng why t h e c h oices w ere made b ut at least it was n ot 
s tructure d by a n outsid e force . ~ 

B elow are li s te d t h e t h i ngs whic h I felt w ere t h e out s tand i n g fe a ture s of t h e ~ 

s c h ool. If i t is chang e d o r r estructured , t h e s trengths lis te d shou ld b e w eighe d ~ 

i n o pp ositio n to t h e new s y s t em. 



1. Small participation which allows full exploitation of your background 
and experience. 

2. Adequate time and material which allows spe cializati on in terms of 
individual interest. 

3. Flexible structure which provides expansion i nto areas of group 
interest. 

4 . Selective acceptance i n order to ass u re the use of technique, know
ledge, a nd i ns i ght i n the professional community. 

F i n ally, I would like t o say that for as muc h as I absorbed and the 
proficie nc y I gained, I could profit even more if I wer e t o atte nd t h e school again. 
Thank you very m uch for the experience. 
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