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I fi nd it very hard to be critical about so superlative a n exp e rie n ce which 
I tho r oughly e nj oyed. There is m uch more to be gained than the t heat rical ben
efit s of m aking hand axe s a nd arrowheads for audiences, as I hav e done seven 
tim es already to da t e for laym e n , students a nd profess i onal archaeologists. I 
would, t herefore, l ike to make some observati ons regard i ng t he flintknapp i ng 
sch ool. 

I n gene r al, a nt h ropolog i s t s have alway s u sed informants ; arc hae ol og i s t s 
have use d ethnographic analog y. The two combine whe n, as has happe~d so many 
times, a nat ive wor ker i d entifies as typ ical i n h is cultu r a l i nve nt ory, some arti
fact which t h e archaeologist has l abe le d "problematic 11 or "ceremonial " . The 
" alien" p r ofess i onal can hope, at best, for a reasonable i ns igh t , an a nalytical 
sens itivity to t h e objective material he recovers. It is t h is analytical sensitivity, 
i n t h e fi nal analy s i s, t hat is t he most i mportant t h i ng learn e d at y our flintknapping 
school-- more t han a ll the field work and lab a naly s i s I have done i n t he past. A 
review o f my own ideas and t he r eport s of ot he r s leave m e w ith one con clusion- -
to begin to u nderstand stone t ools, you must s t a r t by lea r n i ng to b r eak stone, to 
experien ce first- h a nd t he p r oblems and methods for s uccess and t h e reasons for 
failure. 

In particular, I want to point out spe cific features of t h e school whi ch I found 
especially h e lpful. T h e broad nature of the p rior experience of the grou p had a 
trem endous p o s i t ive effect in t he exchange of ideas. The info r mality of t h e school 
a nd the broa d o pp ortu n ity for each of us t o explore and experiment i n our own 
i nterest s and technique s as we d i s cove red and developed them c ontributed immensely 
to t h e sum t otal of idea s which we shared , I r e c ommend t he broad a pp r oach if for 
no other reason t h an t h e fact t hat I could switc h to some other technique when the 
m u s cle s i n m y fingers s t i ffe n e d u p . T h e camps ite was m arvelous , t h e perfect atmo
spher . In thi nki ng back over the material we covered , I w i sh now t hat we had done 
more experim e nt s w ith actual tool use. It is simple anth r opological cultural rela
t ivis m to rec ognize that i n context so many stone tools a re u ns urpassed in efficiency 
a nd effectivenes s . One of t h e most imp ortan t problems I c an see in lith ic analysis 
is t h e r ecognition of residua l p re paration patterns as d istin ct fr om functional use 
mar k s. T h e few d i s c u ss i ons we had about t he b ooks and re ports we had w ith us 
we re mos t h elp ful. I wou ld sugges t for future schools t hat a se lected b ibliog r aphy be 
sent to each p r ospective trainee having a field library a t t h e c amp for read i ng and 
d iscuss i on. 
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Need less t o say, there is very little that c ou ld i mprove u pon the absolutely 
sup e r b learning expe r ience achieved at your flintknap p i ng school. I will shortly begin 
analy s i s of one of t he largest c ollecti ons of Mayan l ithics i n M exic o . I look forward 
w ith great excitem ent and anticipation t o the challenge i t represents. If, indeed, 
t here is anything new and significant to the stud y of this mate rial, you and your school 
are imme a surably part of it. I can only reiterate m y suppo rt for the sugge stion made 
at the close of t h e school t hat t he "graduate s II pe riodically hold a seminar- type reunion 
to share aga i n t h e exchange of ide as and expe riences ; t his time w ith h eightened aware
ness and s ensitivity t owa r d our work. 

I w i sh y ou c ontinued s u ccess i n the future . 


	CE_B29_F3-Item4-001
	CE_B29_F3-Item4-002

