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I w ould like to take this more formal opportun ity to send you my t houghts on 
the 1970 Summer Flintworki n g School. 

It i s clear to m e that :for training specialists i n lith ic tec hnology t here is no 
possible s ubstitute for the experie n ce of producing and using s tone tools·. I believe 
that any a rchaeologist w ithout s uch a background i n flintworki ng must be severely 
limited in his ability to deal with lith:ic artifacts. Progressive thinking in the area 
of lithic technology will necessarily be done by archaeologi s ts versed i n the theo
retical and pract ical aspects of knapp :ing. I nee d only point out t h at the old formal 
and pseudo-functional typologie s are be i ng questioned and r evi sed particularly by 
people with bac kground in flintworking. 

Personally, I could not have begun my disse rtation p r oject with any degree 
of confidence (or competency) if it were not for last summer's experience i n flint
working. W ithin three days of leaving Idaho I was :in Ecuador faced w ith some 
formidable problems related to the lithic remains of Early Man. T hese problems 
hav e more or less demanded that I set up a lithic lab in order to approac h t he raw 
mate r ials and (possible) lith:i c a rtifact s experimentally. Without a bac kground in 
flintworking, I would have been u nable to approach t hes e early indust rie s scientif
i c ally. As t h i ngs stand now, my project has the potential to c ontribute significantly 
to our knowledge of early lith ic industries i n Sout h Ame rica . 

I also want to emphas i ze that the school was m uch m ore t h a n a simpl e 
opportun ity to learn fl i ntworking. It w as a n unus u a l opportun ity for s eve ral people 
i nterested i n lith ic technology to get t ogether to exchange i deas i n te ns ively with you 
and w ith others of v arie d expe:r.ie n c e and b ackgrou nd. A lot of i ntellectual cross
pollenation took p lace, b etwee n dawn and m idnight, and I know t h at several good 
i deas and projects have grown out of our m e e ting. 

A t t he risk of e mbarrass ing you, D on, I want t o say that you were the inspi 
ration for u s all. M y admi ration fo r y ou as a craft sman and c reative t h i nker grows 
daily as I wor k w ith lithic art i facts and problems of stone t echnology. You are doi ng 
pale oanthropology a great service b y sharing y our knowledge and knapp:ing ability 
wit h student s. 

Anot he r of t he advantages of t he s c hool was it s format. Knapping :is t he kind ~ 

of t h i ng that has to be learned in a n unstructured way, w ith t i m e for p ractice and ~, 
experimentation- -which was exactly the kind of arrangement we had . The i ndispensible • 
part of the :instruction was the indiv idual a tte ntion whic h y ou gave to eac h of us. And W 
part of the success of the school m u st be attribute d to G uy M uto who w a s as gene r ou s J1 
as you i n he l ping the novices. He was w ith us the whole tim e, helping with aspects 



of knapping and k ee ping our fireside discuss ions on lithic and archaeological 
topics stimu lating. If ever the Flintworking School is enlarged, it would have 
to include a h igh proportion of experienced knappers, like Guy, in addition to 
yourself. 

The month with you was the ideal way to be introduced to lithic technology. 
I learned a great, g r eat deal, whereas I contributed rather less than the others 
who had relatively more experience with lithic artifacts. Since I c onsider the 
whole experience to be primarily important in stimulating new and better ideas, 
I think it is most profitable to train eac h summer, the most experienced students 
and profess i ona ls you can find, in order to b uild a strong core-group of lit hic 
specialists. T hese specialist s should take the responsibility for passing on what 
they have learned. I think that t hat responsibility is felt rather s trongly by the 1970 

group. 

What I have written seems inadequate to communicate my enthusiasm .for the 
Flintworking School. Again and again it comes home to me what value that training 
has had in the first few months of my work here. The National Science Foundat i on 
and the Idaho State University Museum should be proud of their school and of the 
important contribution they are making to lithic science. 
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