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I was born in Estonia in 1937. Near the end of the World 
War I rnoV'ed with my family t o Gerna.ny in order to escape from 
communism. Du.ring my seven-year stay in Germany, I obtained my 
elementary education in an Estonian school. 

After immigrating to this country in 1951, I attended high 
school in Haverstraw, N.Y. In 1955 I enrolled in ·the School o! 
Engineering and Science of New York University, obtaini ng a 
Bachelor of Civil Engineering degree w1 th a major in structural 
engineering in lj59. While working as a structural engineer, I 
obtained a Master ot Civil Engineering degree in 1965. Meanwhile, 
I had al.so served a'bou. t two years in "the army. 

In 1965 I returned to l.t.u. u a t&ll.1-ti.M ••4•nt w1'iA a 
. reaearch aeaistantahip to study tor a Ph.D. in et:ructural 

mechanics. After receiVing the degree ih 1967, I returned to 
work as a research engineer to investigate problems o! stress 
wave propagation in solid media. · 

After reading a number of' semi-popular books on archeology, 
I participated in a mesolithic excavation on the Isle o! Port
land, England, in the summer of 1968. Thereafter! my interest 
in archeology has been growing continuously, and have partici
pated in excavations every summer si nce 1968 •. Realizing that 
I oould con tribute to the reeearch t n lithic technology as an 
enginee1·, in 1970 I decided to enroll i n so11e cou.rsda at N. Y.U •' a 
Department ot Anthropology to obtain a proper perapeotive for 
anthropology. My interest in archeology received a new etimulue, 
and l have been studying anthropolof;Y ever since on a part-time 
basis. I have presen.tly completed all the courses for an M.A., 
and exfect to take the comprehensive exams and to write the 
masters paper shortly, planning to continue for a Ph.D. in 
antbropoloe;y in the !'all of this year. 

Meanwhile, I have continued t o work as an engineer, taking 
on a teaching position that allows more tirue for the summer exca-
vations and the studies in archeology. · 

I started to experiment with knapping in 1970/1971, being 
~lagued by the lack of material at first •. After using artificial 
lbo'ttl•,pl.ate) ~ue and poor (ehaly) cherte at t1rat1 _!_diecov
•r•d an excellent chert eource at a modern quarr,, olnain-4 aoa• 
Glaea Mountain obsidian in 1972 and 1000 lba. ot MeXican obsidian 
this Pebruary. I have been knapping on a·regu.l.ar bae1e, averaging 
about an hour a day, since last summer. Recently, uq brief 
commentary (on Speth's ~- Ant.,Jan. 1➔72, article) entitled 

"Jlechanical Basie of Percueeioii'l'l.akings Some Comments• wae accepted 
for publication in the Oct. 1373 Am!!• J.Atiguitl• 
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