
New York University 

Department of Anthropology 

401 Rufus D. Smith Hall 
Washington Square 
New York. N. Y. 10003 
Telephone: (212) 598-3259 

Don Crabtree 
Oct. 1 7, l 972 

Idaho State University Museum 
Pocatello, Idaho 8)20l 

Dear Mr. Crabtree, 

Ira A . berrr.?..n 
lJC Eaa~ 13th Stree · 
l:Srook lyn 1, N. Y . l 2 .Z ~) 

! arr. preRent:y ,.., ~!'arltt,.. t~ s tuii~ nt 0 -l..·~:·1n,i: Arcr.e~L:.gy :r. the .;11 •• ·,. 
ropology Jeµ3r~men~ at New York university o In the process of c~~p.t : r 
my Masters course work r which 1nclud~d twc months continuou~ J.:.Edd ,,,.~, - . 
and three months of weekends apen't i.n the fl eld . I have been cc rid ..1 ~ , •• • , 

research on ~n experimental baelsr. concerning the fu.nct onal analys1f 
f :it~ic mater1al recovered from ard'9olo~lcal excavations, 

One of the c on.:.:us1ons 8.rr:ved at ::i 11.:- ou-:growth cf my stu1y~ ar . .:: 
the researching of t.he wcrk done i.n the recent past,1a hat no v2..:.. .:..~ 
resu l ts :an be arrb,~d a ... wi"Cr.:n.t experiments ir ·Ll,.i",f' 'tre ma'."\ufa(':t · -~~ 
techn ~ques and contr. ·c<',.lP.d use Jf r.P., .. / :--, . 1•' ·; t rn1 •;t . ~ -: , _ 
1, asters r ~ per , !:: -:t f ·,-1 .... 1 r .,.:-t:a.1 ar;;, l1 •- ... -; .) 1 1-.h c m,ttc.1. · c. ... €1C1:.avc:s~i-., 
tne "Ol.d fort" g _. te ln Ulster' '.:o.d1l:, ,, r-, ' eH Yo~ k S _ate and I p.!.a, or. 
continu1rg t.~ i s .research for my Fn ,, v. d. ser ta t1ono 

Until the ores~nt time l have been teaching myse · f ~ th::-::-,ugn t·· .3.i 
error 9 to make my 0wn "A r tifacts' fo.c u.se on various raw mater1a~ t _ 
order to .:,bserve uaag~ cnaracter.1st1cs or wear pat,;erns t~at m.g'1t =·· 
In this way I have been able to ~rner more total informat.1.cn abi:. :. 
individual tools as to original raw materialo manufacture techn~q e 
tme spent in actual user and patterns of \Ee if any~ ttut emerge af"..t"r 
experimentation. The information ac~ lred in thia way will event~a: _, 
applied to whole classes of functional categories. 

I have also been working on the developement of Micro-photo~rap~; 1 

t1~"''1n q_u~g in ,') r<1c-1· l1 J..,.,r,,) 1.:-;trate visually and ultimately comm·1n1ca• -
more efficiently my findings to the rest of the Archeolo~ical commu"l t ~ 

This type of study will involve many years of intensive invesLg2 , 
and the kind of knowledge I can acquire under your tutelage at tr.e 
Flintworking Scnool will be invaluable, 

Hope.1''-4lly my small contribution to the knew:edge present y ace .... :--J" _ _ , 
will help those students of Pre-histori te hnology with their ree~u · 
in thefuture. 

I understant from the "Lithic Neweletter"'that a possibility exi~•.,• 
tor ay receiving a stiper.4 to ass st me fi :1ar..~ially "to at, tGr.4 JO'J.. 
classes next Summer. Such assistance, understandably, would be 1naes~ 
ible since I am a full time student. At times financial matters bec~me 
almost as pressing as thework I nave committed myself to. I w0~ld ~- , 
a-opreclate further information as to what proceedures 1 must fo.1.::..Y... \) 
i;o apply for s .lcn fun.do. ~ 
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New York University 

Department of Anthropology 

401 Rufus D. Smith Hall 
Washington Square 
New York, N.Y. 10003 
T clcphone: (212) 598-3259 

I wi l l see to it tr.at the two letter·3 of rec.omm nda .:on '"u hav e 
req ·ested are either enclosed or aub:nit;;ed to you separately. If a tr :.'. 
cri pt of my Mast1::rs rec ord ie required I will of course subm1 t 'tha t 
also. 

Thank you very much for takin~ the time to read this letteru 

Very truly yours~ 

Ira Ao Berman 

Age- J1 
~.arital status- Married 
Ci tizens~1J eS uA. 
MI1Itaro Status- Honorable Discharge U.S.Army, 1968. Three years serv~
l:Mucat onal Ba_ck!round- B. A. Brooklyn College June 1971. Major-Anthrcro . ,., 
''A•• Average over 20 points in Anthropology. l'-i . Ao New York Univer·sit:. 
expected 1973 . rt.asters paper on a functional analysis of st-)ne tools , 
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