
Dear Francoi s : 

Received your letter of Dec. 7th and 'l'l'as so glad to hear of your ;:irogress 
in pr essure work. Also rece i ved Laurent's draw,ing and know that only you could concejve thjs 
and only Laurent dr aw it. The humor in t hjs dra-;ving i s mos t fl a tteri ng and has given me much 
pleasure and enj oyment. You bot b may be int er ested. t o know t hat I have framed both this and 
the _previ ous drawing of pres sur e fl aking 1i Solutrean and t hey now bang in my study - a most 
inter esting additi on. I have r eceived many compliments on both drawings and have had reques ts 
f or copi es. I hope you will not mind , but had to make a thermof ax copy f or ·Both Swanson 
and art Jelinek. 

Glad you are experimenting with Fol som. I,too, have been s~eno1ng mach time on this point 
and . am having some success with t he indirect peruccion method us:ing a vise f or holding. 
However, the finished projectile is t hicker and a little bigger. Have a lso tried t he hand
held percussi on technique and got eff some good f l utes and made a pr etty fa j r point, but 
mine looked more like a Clovi s than a Folsom. It wus larger thicker and did not have the 
s ame char acter as Folsom. Maybe I am too particul ar. Arn glad th t you are experimenting 
wjth the ncooking" of flint. I think i t has much merit and was inter est ed to see :i n 
American Ar1 tiquity tha t Shi pee reported in 1963 a prefhi s t oric flin.t - heat fog pit. 

Your i nf or ma tion is c orrect, Swanson was given the grant for flint working technology f or 
$30,200. I am now hard at wor k bangi ng away a t t he t ypewriter in an effort t o produce t he 
handbook on wo rking techniques. Oh,Francois, wha t a jobl - as you wil l fi nd out when you ge t 
t he t i me to do a s i mil ar pr oj ect on Old Wo r l d techni ques. 2:t jus t can t be sai d ina f ew 
pages ano. I c.. m finding tht:. t instead of a handbook, I may end up "1:ith somet hing as t hick as 
"Anthony Adverse". My, bow I need your hel p vd th thi s pr oject! I don t have your literary 
ability or your archaeology background, so this writing is very difficul t for me . I hope 
you will not mina. , but I have t a.ken t he liberty of putting your name in some of my writi ngs. 
t o indica te tha t you are the~ expert. This i s a two year project, but I am only wor king 
half t i me for health r easons . Get $4500. 00 per year f c. r t he half-time . The r est of the 
grant money goes t o pur chase the hi -speed c1;;.mera, film, developing, l aboratory experiments, 
typists, ma t eri a l s , etd . I am just about to fini sh up on t he chapter on Folsom and when 
t his is compl eted, we hope t o t ake advantage of the half-ti me and go to Mexico for :::o days. 
Let me know when you ex ,ect to be t here and maybe ~e can time our trip to see you in 
Mexico City and have a knapping session. This will lessen my di sappointment over your not 
c oming to Kimberly und we could do a littl e of wha t we pl anned to do ,there. Ian Cornwall 
(London University) wi 11 be with Loren7,0 in February, and I am so sorry to miss him, but wil 1 
be dri vi ng down and I a.m sure he will be gone before we get t here . Plan t o s t op outside 
of Magdalena where I kno-m:- t here i s an obsidi an bed s.nd do some pr ef or ming. Pretty good 
ma t eri al t here. We will be drJving in the V. W.Camper so will t ake it s low and easy and 
stop wherever I find ma t eri al that i s workable. The hi-speed camer a i s c erta inly giving 
us a good picture of t he behavior of flint- li ke materi al s . A press ure blade from a 
polyhedr a l core comes off in 1/500 - of a second, y t I am sure I can feel t he 'fl akes bend. 
C&n t eome to any definite c onclusi ons yet. Also doing s ome laborat ory ex::,eriments under 
controlled cond ~tions on breakage of v&r i ous materj als. 

Thank s agai n f or t he amu7;jng picture and do hope thE.. t v.-e can make connections in Mexico. 
Pl ease give my r eg&r os to your l ovely family . 

Don. 


