
Dear P'ra.ncois 1 

May 1.5, t 978 
Route 1, Box 210 
Kimberly, Idaho 8'.3'.341 

I just talked to Marie last niteand she told me 

that you hadent het:t.rd from me since your last letter, I had thought 

that I had answeNd 1 t, for this I am sorry. I hope that this 

letter r ~e.ohe8 you bef ore you lea.ve f.or Austrailia. I know 

that you will en joy the desert, and sm1y from all or the telephones 

and oorespondenoe . I must tell ,..ou ~bout a ft-iend by the name 

or Kim Akerm.en, Box 312, Derby , West Austra1. la 6728, this man 

is a very accompli shed ~tonework•r u~ing the aboriginal techneques 

and apal"ently 11 ving w1 th tho. He is the fir!t that has observed 

the aotual heat trea.tm$nt or silicious st~:me~ as well as using 

heat for, quarrin~. 1-.hen quar!"ying th• tam, of the outcrop is 

heated oausing 1 t to expand and exf'oliattt ye:O.ding ui,efull 

material without bei ng crazed or or aeked, it 1!! not quenohed by 

water. Aa you remember Juniue eent m~ some piece~ frem bould•~s 

near Thieves cave in Pann~ma. '!'he boulder yeilded eome fine lQng 

prisims or good uneraoked materi~l. Itri~ an experiment on• la~ge 

wate~rn bou ld"'r er bae!ilt e.nd I got simuh.r r esultB of. exfoliation 

which may be or interest to you. I have been doing a little 

pressure flaking on small projectile points, hopefully it will 

help get my strength back. '1-anoois I reel fin8 now with no 

discomfort but I can only walk a short dist~noe beoaus• I dont 

get enough blood. to ~ left leg. I am plftr.ning on a bilateral 

bypass and then I will be able t.o r;et going ~gdn. I hop• that 

you and Denise are both in good health. I will olGse tor- now 

and get this in the mail. Have a great trip. 

Your friend, 
Don 


