
Dr . Francois Bordes 
Unive rsite de Bordea ux 
La~or at oire d e Preh istoire 
73 Che min Roul 1 

Tale nc e ( Gironde) Fran c e 

Dear Fr an c ois : 

Route 1 
Kimberly , I da ho 

J uly 5 , 1 9G5 

Thank y ou so much f or your letter of June 1st and p l ea se pard on tre 
dela y I have sh 0vvn in not writing sooner . Aft e r I re t urne d f rom 
Berkele y , I be c arr.e involved - toget}-;e r with otJ--ier b usinessme n - in 
some legal action with t:ne City of Twin Fa lls wJ-,o were t rying to move 
a street in fpont o f my bu s ine ss pro perty , v1r icr- would }-la ve r uine d my 
building . This took a ll of my t L.1e , but , f ortuna tely, we h ave now 
resolved t r -is matter and t 1---e s treet wi l l renna in where it i s. 

''i'e did so e njoy our vis i t wi t ri you and De n ise and I c ann ot te l l y ou 
what a j oy i t was to aga in se e you a nd have t he opportunity to l ea rn 
from y ou . Howeve r , t be visit wa s to o b r i e f and now I C A TI think of so 
many t r•ing s I wa nte d t o a s k you . It is a deligh t t o wat ch you wor k 
for your c on t r o l and percuss ion me t r-ods are perfe c t . 

Since I r eturned home , I ha ve been tryi n g t o d o s ome ind irect pe r
cu ssion with a punch . I fj_nd t ha t if t 1~e a rtifn ct is s upnort ed 
be t ween tt,e p oi n t o f i mpact and • t r e d i sta l e m of t he flake to be 
re inove d, t },e indi re ct me t :b od will fe a t h er out t h e flake a~d l e s sen 
t he s roc k to t :r e artifo. c t . I f we could work togetr er , I am s u r e t ha t 
we c ould pe rfe ct t h is rrie t :n od a nd make s ome ve ry f i ne b i f a cial tools . 

Also, I ha ve be en working on tr·, e Egyptian te c h nique . I :b.a ve ·had n o 
l u c k with t h e i n e rtia me t hod , but a m doing quite well witr riand - r eld 
pre ssure . I n t he past, I ha ve been p l a cing t ~ e p l a tfor~s ab ove t h e 
r i dge of t h e previous flake scar . Now to ch a nge t 1"e st y le of fla ke , 
I u se a vlider s pacing and set t }-,e t ool a he ad of t h e ridge and t r, e 
f l a ke sca r is v e r y simila r to t he Eypti a n f l a k e . I a pp l.y a downward 
a nd out ward pressure t o produce t l0 e wide and sli gh tly eur ved s cars 
a s s hown on t r,e Egyptian blndes . 

11e h ope t o be nble to go to Gla ss Butte Ore g on for mor e obsidi a n a n d , 
if you ha ve a wa y to get it cut , I will s e nd you s o111e p i e ces o f t h e 
red materi a l t hat y ou like . 

Th i s week , we a re g oing up to t :r e Pri rni t i ve Lo s t River country of 
Ida ~ o t o joint Dr.Swa nson on a d i g . It wi l l h e most intere st t ng t o 
see wha t he ha s found a nd a l s o good p r a ctice to lecture and demon s trn te 
t o tl:e s tude n t s . 

-~• e a r e so lookine; f orwar d to your visit to our ho me in April n ex t ye a r 
a nd we do b 0pe t ha t you a nd Denise Nill not d i sappoint u s . Thi s would 
give us a c J--la nce f or a n uninterrup ted \Q s it and we c ould s pend ma ny 
}7 ours wor k ing toget:rer and , I am sure , r e solve :nr-i.n y t h ing s . '!e do hope 
you ca n come and Als o Dr.Swa ns on a n d Butle r have e x pressed t heir kee n 
d e si re to mee t and talk wi t:b y ou . 

n 
(u 

b 



Th a nk you aga i n f or reque st ing my visit to Berk ~le y and for t h e ma ny 
kind r t h ing s you did for me while I wa s t here . Pe r haps I c a n repay 
you w}·,en you visit us ne xt ye a r . 

Re c eived some beautiful Dani s }-, p i e c e s from .Me ldgaard in Copenhagen 
wb ich will mean much t o me f or study and demon strations . I hope you 
kn ow t hi s man , f or J"' e is a keen ob s e rvor and has much knowl e d ge of 
stone te chnique s. 

Le t me k now i f there i s anything I ca n s erid you fror1 t,._, is side of 
t r ·e pond or any i nfor1:1a ti on t o he l p you in your pressure wor k . You 
are c omin0 along s o f a st a nd so well tha t I d oubt if you need my 
b e l p , but I wi ll be g l a d to a nswe r any quest ions you ma y have . 

Plea s e g ive our r egards to Deni se a. 11 d your lovely fa mily . 

S i ncerely , 

Don -r;; . Crabt r ee 
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