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Dear Don , 

Got your lette r of Oc t ober ~ 28 .Glad to have good news from you .I too hope 

that you left surgery behind you now . 

:·Jot much time to write . However , I can tel I you that ou r trip to Austra li a 

has been very interesting. We excavated first a rock she lter(Wa lga Rock,about 50 k i lom

- eters west of Cue . Look on a map , Cue i s about 700 km NNE of Perth) . We dug ax trench 

2x3 meters , and 2 meters deep. At the top , a microl i thic indust r y . Lower, someth i ng 

that may we l I be Ple i stocene . ~e are w wa iting for the r ad ioca r bon date . 

Then we went to Bi I I a ba I ong St ation , to excavate in the ban ks of the M~ rch i -

- ;a son river.6 archaeo log ica l layers,from subactual to may be ea rl y Last Glac ia l. If 

this date is confi rm ed , i t wi 11 be the o ldest stuff in Austra li a by a factor 2 . 

Most of the too l s in We ster n Austra li a a r e in quartz . Some is pretty good(t~~ re 

is even some crista l ~~~fti) , but most i s just terrible! So they used the b ipo !ar 

technique a lot , putt ing the co r e on an anvi l, and smashing it with the hamme r stone . 

It does not give very good f la kes ! 

will be very g lad to see you r friend if he fi nds the time to come here. vlhat is 

his name? 

Afte r the excavat ions in Austra li a , I spe nd 15 days wi th Cec i le , Pau l and the 

ch il dren . Everybody is fine. 

I do not know when I w i I I find the ti me to come again to t he States. Proba b I y 

not befo r e 1981 . But I wou ld let you know . 

Bien am ica lement , 

F. 8ordes 

P. S . Dur ing the summer of 1977, somebody stole~ moose antl er hammer! 

find one for me,1 wou ld be gratefu l, bu t I kt hey are hard to find, 

I 

Oliveov • Bx 8829 S 
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