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Dea r Dr Don ! 

How glad I am to have news from you ,and good news. I just came back last week 

from Western Austra l ia(Skylab missed me by abo ut 600 ki ldlmete r s !,. Te l I the NASA that 

the h,aim is lo usy !) lncidenta l ly,the Austra lian s did NOT appreciate th i s amer ican gift . 

I did not answer sooner your letter of June 16 ffwhich probably took a very long 

time to reach mKi~ me,since I left for Aust rali a on Jul y 3rd t bec ~ause I fo und it when I 

came back . I hope you are sti 11 we l I ,a nd even better. 

Abo ut the ca lcaneum , I am not astonished it may have been used as a hammer. 

He r e in Mousteria n la ye r s have been found,many times,phalanges of®" oxen or Bi son which 

show traces of contact with stone . They are usually cons idered as comp r esso r s , but I have 

used them not for flaking, out tor r etouching , by percussion,side sc rapers , etc . 

You r Bel i se sites seem very interesting.Unhappily, I do not think that I may 

ever be ab le to see them! I am fixed fo r Aust rali a for at least sq,e yea r s more , an d I do 

not grow younge r( I sha l I be 60 on December 30) . Howeve r, as I have proved this summe r in 

the Austral ian bush , I :s:tw: sti 11 ca n walk! We have found many inte rest ing sites , and done 

a lot of geology,which is necessary ,a s nothmng was known about the sequence in the Murch i

- son Basin . We have bee n ab I e to es tab I i sh the strati graphy on a sur face of a bout 200 x 

100 km , a nd now we know whe r e we are .Th e in dustries go from about 2000 B.P. to may be 

30 or 40 000 !We hope to get a n old date for some samples we have this yea r. 

I do not know when I s ha l I be able to come to the USA aga in. May be in 198 1 .I 

do not expect to come in 1980 , but who knows? If I _..am, I ce rta inl y wi 11 come and see 

yo u.Even if air trav i/ becomes b loody expens i1.1e(for Aust r a l ia ,the trip i s paid by the 

trench gove rnment) . 

As for flintknapping,alas,I have not done anything se ri ous fo r mo r e 1hhan 3 

yea r s now!No time , and no good ant le r left ! I did some experimentat ion last year in Aust ra 

-1 ia with the so- ca l led"s i lc eet e" (b lad es , bifacia l tools). It works a l I ri ght .Thi s yea r we 

found a site where the r e i s p lenty of b lad e lets in si lc r et e , and nice backed points.Pro

- bab ly not very old . 

i/e ll, I have a lot of back wo rk to do.Denise senJs her best wishes to 

yo u. Bien amicalement , ("',, 

F. Bordes 

P.S . I hope you have got the book now , and have 
Oliveou - Bx 8 8295 


