
Route 1, Box 210 
Kimberl y, ID 8JJ41 

December 2 , 1979 

Francoi s Bordes 
Uni versi te de Bordeau..x 
I nstitut du lua.ter na.ire 
JJ40.5 Ta.lence 
France 

Dear Francois : 

A ver:y happy "birthday to you! ·.nth 60 yea.rs behind you , t his i s just, a 
start - yo1.1 have a long way to eo and a lot of things to do • I • r.1 only 
disappoint ed that you can' t ma.Jte i t to the u.s.A. this next year, but 
perhaps t he next. . 

It sounds B.ke you have a very exciting :project eoine i n Australia . You 
are just the man f or the job a s it is a combi nation of archaeol ogy and. 
Plei stocene ~eology . I am sure we wi ll all be enlightened by t he results 
of your di g with strat igraphy going so far oo.ck i nto tiro.e . I can under­
stand your exci tement in loca.tlng such a s i te . It must be very strange 
goi ng back to Bo:rdeauxxaft er being out in t he Aus t ralian bush so long . 
I know you love the deser ts~ it should be a particular joy (only ther e 
you have kangaroos inst ead of road runners) . I know you' r e r €'..ally a. 
walker beca.u.se I ' ve tried to keep up with you . 

I am sorry about t he long delay in answeri ng your most informative lett er. 
I am now over at Gene and Wi lma T1tmus•s and Wi lma i s ta.k1ng this l et ter 
i n shorthand . I ha 'le had another misfortune of ha vine hos:p1 t a.l iza tion 
for t he last t wo months which is my excuse for not wr1t1ng sooner. I am 
doing fine now- and hope t o get back a.t doing some chip:plng soon, Gene 
ha.s been doi ng some beautiful F'olsom point s , a.nd t hey send t hei r regards . 

I am t entati vel y planning to go to Be11~e somet i me after .Tanuary . Those 
large f l int blades mttetouched are much the sa.me a s t he Grand Pressigny . 
I wonder whether I'll ever be able to replicate such an artifact. They 
didn't use haa.t treatment and there are no signs of pressure work except 
ma.king obsidian blades . The f lint i s very ha.rd and di ffi cult to wor k. 
There are many other t echnologies t hat I won' t take t he t i me t o describe 
now, but it i s an exciting :place and a beautiful t ropi cal j ungle atmos­
phere . I ' m not used. to t he j ungle and it ' s a. little fri ghtening. There 
i s a t omb t hat was di scovered at t he la.s t f iel d sessi on t hat will be 
opened this coming spring . I t should be exciting t o see all of the 
grave goods . At one site a.t Altun Ha , 3, 000 very large flint eccentr ics 
were found . They wer e all done by percussi on and i ndirect percussi on 
with great skill . -e 
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I ' m sorry that you haven' t had time to do any mor e f l i.nt kna.pping , With 
your s ki lls you should continue on even if you have t o make the circum­
ci sion knives out of :pop bottles . 

Francois , unfortunately I haven't received your book, as the only publica.t1on 
t hat I have of yours recently 1s t he one telling of t he f lint bei ng imbedded 
i n t he bone . I do hope it hasn' t been lost . I wi l l certainl y l ook forward 
t o r ecei ving it . 

Hope t hat you a nd Denise have continued good hea.lt.ii , a nd I will look 
f orwa....""'li t o your v1s1 t :ln t.h.e Sta. t es . Keep me i n tou.ch with your finds 
i n Aus tralia, • 

Your f r i end , 

Don Crabt ree 

DC :wt 

p .s . I bave never received the letter s from graduat ion . They a.r e t o be 
bound in a book by Rut hann f..nudson , and I under stand that yours i,.,zs a 
very baa.ut 1ful letter for which I t hank you very much , 
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