
Dr. F rancois Bordes ~ 
Universite de Bordeaux 
Laboratoire de Prehis t oi re 
73 Cr e:ni :n Roul 
Ta l enc e ( Gir onde) France 

Dear Franc o~s : 

Route 1 
Kitnberly , I daho 
J uly 26 , 1965 

I wa s d elig'btcd t o r e c e ive t:he draw ing of S olutr a n pres ­
s ure me t b :>ds by you and Lau re n t . This is ~ruly a r.-ia ste r ­
piece , and ha s given ::ne much en j oyment Hnd I sti 11 la.ugh 
eve r y ti ~e I l ook &tit . I have de c ided t f'a t you &re n ot 
on l y a rna ste r flint worxer , but a l so a me c h8. nica1 engineer 
of mu c h a bi l ity . Had t J,-, e So l utran had your h elp , I am 
s ur e t hey wou l d :ba ve been in t he I ron Age in n0 ti me at 
all. I will put t h is to goo d use Wf' en I work ~1 th t he 
s tudent s . 

I now :t.ave s ome good ob sidian f o.r you and t r• e University 
wi ll send it for me a s so on as Dr . Svmns o n r e turns f r om 
t '!:°'e dig in t re ··11 lderne s s a rea of I dah o . I t rna y "b e a few 
wes k s ye t before I ge t it mailed to you . 

I ha ve been working on t he Egyptian style of fl aking and 
ha ve ha'd ,s ome fo. ir results . Al so , I hs.ve been ge tting 
good re s u l ts wi t 11 t ri e bi fa c e by pla cing it on a l og of 
wood and using i ndir e c t p ercussion . By t h inning t hi s way , 
t he shoc k to the too l is l e ssened • . I am suro t ha t if we 
ge t t o spend some 1iminterrupted ti ':e toge t he r tlia t we wi l l 
b e ab l e t o reso l ve many of t he different me t r ods used -
next year , I hope , when you visit us . 

I a ~ g l ad t ha t you are hea tin g t he f lint . I t t a kes a 
little ~ ore pressure t ha n obsidian , bu t one c an re move 
narrower -?nd longe r flakes t ha n with obsidi a n . I f y ou 
c ook it f or t h ree days , tbe yellow f li r. t and J asper will 
turn red. I hope y ou find s ome new hor iz on in Fr a nc e 
whe r e t r is method of hea ting wa s use d . 

Plea s e gi ve :ny bes t r egards t o Denis e and your fa ,11ily . 

Sincer e l y , 

Don E .Cr ab tree 


