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I wa s s o happy to r ·ceive ;J u r :interesting le t t e r of Se n t . 1st and thanks 
f or a ll t :ro good inf or "'la ti on you ga ve rie . I shall try __ f' •:> l d ing t},e antler 
u s you suggest , but I d on ' t hn ve your exper ience in pe r cussion and , thercf' or €j 
wi 11 proba bly no t be a s s u ccessful n s you a re with t1~1s me c'l-i od . 

I j u st r e turned from t rc I !'H1JE n1e c t a t Boulde r anc saw s o ma ny of your 
Ameri c a n fri ends t here , i ncluding mo st ' f tr1 os e thR. t were a t t ne meet 1.n g 
i n Les E:y z ie s l as t yea r . 'fh ey o. 1 1 a s ked abou t you . I t vm s s uch a surpri se 
a nd so g ood t o se e t he Guichard s u.goin a no I just wish I c oul d s peak French 
s o I c ould rea lly c onve rse wi t r t h em . 

I will be so happy to s ee t he work you have done on t he Swed i sh Qntcri n l 
and t }e unt r ea t ed flint . I t r i e d s 0mc pre ssu re wor k nn the unt r eated Fre nch 
flint wre n I wa s a t Les :Syzio s and I , too , f ound tha t it di e not per mit 
n s mu ch c ont r o l and did n ot l eo.ve a s s hJ rp an eclge . 

I am no·.v s awing so ,·1e ob s idian to s e nd t o you and a□ including s 0me wit'h a 
li tt l e red i n i t . 

I e m r eall y exc i ted about your fi ndi ng t ~e gri nding te c hn i que used by tho 
o l d cmes of Europe . Only y u wo1,1 l d ha ve r otl c e d i t . 'l'han t·s f 0r t i-•e drnw ­
i ng srowi ng how you ho l d t'l- e an tle r t o inc rea se t i,e speed of _t he tool - this 
is a n i mpor tunt pha ze o f t he d ifferent t e chnique s . My problevn i s - t•'e 
l onge r t he t oo 1 - trie poorer s h ot I a :•1. ''Ii t h your a ccur11 cy , you nre g---,i n g 
t o ge t s o'le f ine thin b l a d e s . Appar ently , tl-,ehigh s peed of t he unt 1er se ems 
to bre ak the c ohe s ion more easi l y wi t l,out s etting u p s o muc}, sh oc k to the 
ar ti fa ct . I t c. l so s eo:ns to m2. k e a stra i gh t0r , flu t e r , t h i nne r flake -
po.rti c u l a rly , i f t r -e e d e_;e is g ound s o tha t it v10n 1 t c ol l 9'J s e . I t J1 ink you 
h a ve s o lved rnuch of U0 e s o lutrean me t l-,ods . One t l-,in g t,.,, n t sure hel-o s me in 
t ~i e t h inning , is to rest t he b ifa ce on the i nsi d0 n f my tl--ii gh . ·•r i t ,,_ t ·be 
Faster blow, t1-,e l eg he l Ds d ar1pcn t1->e s }1oc 1r and I can roo.ke t 'bor.i cp:i i te t hin 
wi t hou t breaki ng . 

I s aw Art J elinek n t Boulde r ard ,.,,e hn d just seen De s rnonc'l 01 ~1 r J,. and Lcrnke . • 
",'r i l e t hey -.ve ro e xa mini n g to ols and f l ake s with H b r aided edge s and nli:i tf f) r Y11 s 
:rie men ti c-ne d t }~ n t }',e had s een us ;~ rind t },e ed;,es o f t he t oo ls ".)ri or t r1 the 
f la.king and }',e s s. id t hey 'b ot h j u ,1 pcd up a n d c ontra dicted him wi th an 
e mphat ic "no . ft Art d i d n ot p u r sue it f ur t her , so I o.m e; l ~H] you h a v e f ound 
t h i s g r i nding and unde rstand its use . 

I h a ve been pra c ti c i ng nnd ha ve hac1 s o>ne success with t h e ind irect pe rcus ­
si €m t!lethod . I have b een usi ng a wood handle wi t h a. c opper point . I put a 
pad on a. bloc k of WQOd and t 'l-1cn r e st t h:1 bi fn ce on t i1e -oad . Af t e r I gr i nd 
t he pl:..t f or ms , I t hen s t r i k e a f a s t blow , us ing a l ong pi e ce ·)f untle r . I 
am not as a c c u r ate a s you , s o this indire ct ·nctrod helps me , ,.u t I still 
need your he l p and a lo t of pr :i c t ice . I f' you know a l oca l bake r who ·-:ould 
l e t you put a pan of h l ade s or pr e f or~s in the oven w}, en ~e b ake s h is b read , 
t h i s woul d be one way of tempering your s tone . Bree d t e mpera ture i s ab '"lu t 
righ t f or c ookin6 t he flint , i f i t is first c ove r e d wit~ sand or earth t ~ 
keep it fr om h eating or c o oli n g to o quic k l y . 

P l ea s e give our r:"!go.r'd s t o your· f ar>1i l~1 '1. nd I hope '7C ':J ill he uble t 0 v is i t 
t oge t ~or aga i n in the near future . 

''/ill be s end ing you you~· nn c lmge i n a few days aY\d will also Rern1 som t'-1 ing 
t o Gu i c•' n rd . 

Sincere l y , 
:O on F. .Crnbtree 


