
Dec. 7 ,1966 
Dear Prancois : 

We both want to thank you s o much for the book " Heureuse Pr e 
histoire" by you and Laurent . ·rhts is a masterpiece and y ou both should 
not stop with this one edition . ~.J e , and our friends , have sure l y enjoyed 
i t . Thanks also for the drawings of the core and f or explaining your 
tec11nique . Sounds like you had a delightful and rewarding Su mme r , and 
such a beautiful valley to work i n . I shall never forget our tri p and 
the beauty of Les Eyz ies . It delights~e to hear you s peak of t he blade 
technique being invented as early as Lower Peri gord i an . Most prefer to 
believe that al l of these things we r e a ccidental and raise an eyebrow 
whe.n I say "conceived II or "invented" . Glad you feel the same as I do , 
for I think this is very important in understanding the early wor k of 
man . 

I have been trying to write on flakes anrl c ores , but it i s difficult 
to make the meaning c lear on such a complicated subject and particularly 
to those who have not wor ked stone . I have finished the pape r on the 
Polyhedral cores of Mexico and will send y ou a copy as s aon as it is in 
print . Also Just got an okay from Vance Haynes on my mate rials c hap1ber, 
so tha t s hould be out soon . 

I ha ve been making cores nf obsidian by ind irec t an1 d irec t pe r 
cussion and find t he materi al s hatters so easily and I get a l ot of broken 
blades . I shall try your way as i t is st~ilar to one of my me t hods . I'm 
not ve ry °:'.O Od at re 'nov ini:s the top of the core by strikin1s i t on another 
rock , so I make the flat or pl a tform first then :ma ke t he tw o r i dges to 
guide the first blades and it looks li ke a thick biface or a tongue
shaped core . This way I can make the top of the c ore a t righ t angles t o 
the side of the core . This is good for pressure but hard t o handle when 
using the punch -ror the punch slips becaus'3 of the flat anrr,le . But , by 
holding the heel of the left hand hard aga inst the punch , the blade will 
come off . It also helps if I remove a little fla 1,e on the edge of t he 
core to seat the ti p of the punch in the bulb of pressure . In orde r to 
remove blades with this method , I use t"'le clamp and 9.n. anvi l - of l e ad 
or a piece o f soft stone . It seems to deli ver mor~ forc e to t he core and 
allows t he blade t o c ome off easier . It also helps to pnt sor:ie weights 
on the clamp whi ch is mad e f r ol"l t 11.e two p oles . This presses t he c ore 
more firmly against the us pport and t he blades will termin~te without 
r e~oving the 1 istal end of the core . I am anx i ous to try your me t hod 
f or many of the blades thq t I have seen have Urn same platform angle tha t 
you describe . You are certainly rig ht about flake s and debi t a g e being 
an i mportant study for there is so much to be l ~arned fro~ f lakes and 
cores . You Rre most fortunate to be able to see so many cores and to 
have found t hat early an occurance . Sounds r eal exciting . We had our 
fir s t snow t oday , so P.J.Y outside stone work will be li r::1 ited but I can still 
work in my shop , wh i ch i s heated . 

Had just a bout fi n ished this letter when I received your sec ond lettAr 
wit h t he good word t hat you would be coming to t he s t ates in Sept e~be r of 
next ye ar . I am te rri bly excited about t he prospect of your c omtng to 
visit us here at ou r home and the opportunity to work undisturbed with 
you . daited to answer your letter until I could t alk wi t h Swanson who 
was due here last Saturday to isive a lecture to our local Col lege . He 
is del i ghted that you will conside r a lecture at I SU and says to assure 
you that he wi ll raise t he funds someway to bring you t o Idaho . He plans C 
also to talk on the phone wi th Dau ghert y to see if we can up t11e ante by rl 

havtng you lecture t here too . In case this works out , I wil l be mos t happy t 
to drive you to Pullman , as it is n ot t oo far fr om my home . We have just r 

comple t ed a bi g new Student Union buildtne; a t ISU and a re happy to say v--i 
th~t we now have very nice rooms to offer visiting professors for the ~ J 

' day you wil l be there . Se ptember and Oct obe r are st i ll ~'.)o1 months in -
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my c ountry with the air just crisp , so we wtll be able to work outside 
in an ideal s pot I have down nea r the creek . Also ha ve a b i g shop we c a n 
work i n jus t ln case it is too c ool . Have an adequate supply of obs i di a n 
and will get mor e of the c halcedony f r om Nevada which I S'3nt you sampl e s 
of so we c an wor k both t ypes . Am a lso saving so1'1e of the large r p i eces 
of Iceland obsidian wh ich Junius Bi rd.¢ sent to me so we cqn make some 
bigger t ools . I do hope t hat your plans wi l l mat erialize , for I think 
we couli accompl i sh a lot i f we had so:!le qui e t time t ogeth~ r . We will 
hope t hat De n ise can com~ with you and see our part of the count r y . 

Plan t o g o to Tucson next mon t h t o look at t he material at t he 
Untv~rsity of Arizona . Wi ll f ind out what I can about the ovens tha t 
Longacre d isc overed a t Grasshopper . I as 1~ed h i m to write d irect t o you 
and g ive y ou whatever i nfor ma ti on he had on this and he ID3.V ha ve done 
t 11 1s by now . 

Do h ope that you and your fami ly have a happy holiday a nd please 
gi ve them our regards . ~vie s ays tha nks for the he l p on the tapes . 
Swanson now h'."ts them for typin ~ and we all shoulrl be ge tting a copy 
bef ore long . You wil l , no doubt , hear from Swanson in the near future 
about the trip to Idaho . 

Sincerely , 

Don ~. Cra b t r ee 
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